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FROM THE GOVERNING B OARD
C O U N T ME IN
F U N D R AI S E R

T H E A N N UA L FU N D
D R I VE O N T H E H O ME
STRETCH

The evening of Saturday,
April 30th

C O M MU N IT Y ME AL
M A N AG E R N E E D E D !
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R E L I G I O U S E D U C AT I O N
A P R I L R E C A L E N DAR

Friday, April 1 through Saturday, April 2: OWL Sleepover
(starts in Channing House)

RE NEWS
As our, dare I say, last winter
storm approaches on this first
day of spring, I look forward to
warmer weather and children
playing outside. This will be a
reality soon at the Channing
playground. We are fortunate
to have the services of Brian
Williams from Troop 82 who
will be rehabilitating the
Channing playground as part of
the distinguished Eagle Scout
Award. We are also excited to
welcome several new families
into the Channing RE program.
Looking ahead to summer,
members of the Channing
Youth Group are planning to
attend the Climate Justice
program in Boston this July,
presented by the Unitarian
Universalist College of Social
Justice. Please support their
efforts by attending a Youth
Group Breakfast Fundraiser
on April 10th at 11:30 in the
Parish Hall.

Taking a longer look to our
next church-year, we are
seeking both male and female
Our Whole Lives (OWL)
facilitators for 5th-6th grade
students.
OWL is a
comprehensive sexuality
education program that
provides accurate information
to understand the physical and
emotional changes of puberty.
Participants explore values,
communication and decision
making, as well as physical
health and development.
Comprehensive training for
facilitators will be funded by
Channing. We are also gauging
how many students are planning
to attend this transformative
class.
Please speak with
Jessica Thomas if your child
will be in 5th or 6th grade
during the 2016-2017 school
-year and our interested in
attending OWL.
To offer your support, please
see Jessica Thomas after a
service or contact her at
dre@channingchurch.org

-Kathy Takata
RE Committee
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Sunday, April 3, 10am: RE
Classes
Sunday, April 10, 10am: RE
Classes
 11:30am: Youth Group
Breakfast Fundraiser in the
Parish Hall
 6:00pm: OWL Class, Parish
Hall
Sunday, April 17, NO RE
Classes
 OWL meets at 6:00pm
Sunday, April 24, NO RE
Class– Earth Day Service is appropriate for ages 8 and older
Childcare will be available for
ages 7 and younger
 Youth Group Meeting at 6pm

A P R I L C H I L D C AR E
Channing provides Childcare
for infants and children
through age 4, during our Sunday morning services. Two
childcare providers will
be caring for your little ones in
the Parish Hall during the service. We are looking forward
to meeting you and your children. The assistants to our
paid provider, Kristin, will be:
April 3: Joy Benson
April 10: Marilyn Murphy
April 17: Marcia Mallory
April 24: Nan Heroux

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
C AR E G I V IN G U PDAT E

Happy Spring! Thank
you so much to Betsy
Dees
and
Sally
Hanchett, who so ably
kept up with Caregiving
news during March.
We are very happy to hear that
Bob Kieronski is doing well after
suffering a heart attack in early
March. Susan and Bob have
expressed their gratitude for the
thoug htful suppor t fr om
Channing friends.
It is also good to hear that
Marilyn Murphy’s husband Jack
has been doing well after his
stroke in February, and we wish
him well in his continued
recovery.
Charlie Beckers is still residing at
the Grand Islander while
undergoing rehabilitation, and
Lila Neidich is now a resident of
the Grand Islander as well. They
both would enjoy hearing from
their church friends.
Alicia
Spinner is always up for a ride to
the shore or anywhere else on
Aquidneck Island or Jamestown
where she can enjoy the beauty
of our area. She now lives at
Blenheim, 303 Valley Road, Apt.
206.
Congratulations to Bob and
Susan Kieronski and Rex LeBeau,
who all received top recognition
in the recent show at the
Newport Art Museum!
Many Channing members have
been traveling during the winter
months.
Among them are
Nickie and George Kates, who
had a relaxing time on their
recent trip to Hawaii. Joanne
and Michael Armenia have been
spending the winter at their

home in Cocoa, FL.
Jamie
Carlson and Betsy Dees traveled
down to see them there, and all
had a wonderful time taking in
the sights of the area as well as
attending the UU church in
Rockledge.
The Hanchett/Malise family has
some exciting news to share.
Sally and Jed’s daughter Johanna
and her husband Joel have
announced that they are
expecting a baby in September!
And finally, congratulations to
Rachel Balaban for her work in
organizing and facilitating this
year’s ASaP 2016 symposium at
Brown University on March 5.
The symposium, “Designing the
Next Steps,” was a day-long
series of workshops, community
classes, discussion, lectures, and
art installations focusing on the
power of design and the
implementation of arts
programming in the medical field.
The symposium was a great
success!
The Caregiving coordinators
for April are Julie Herrick
from April 1-15, and Ruth
Jernigan from April 16-30. If
you or another Channing
member or friend you know
needs some Caregiving support
during the month, please contact
one of these individuals.
~Linda Beall, for Channing
Caregiving

A P R I L C H I ME R S

April 3: Cynthia Skelton
April 10: Janna Pederson
April 17: Christine Ariel
April 24: Linda Beall
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Easter Flower Dedications
Neil & Betsy Leerssen,
in Memory of Otto & Dorothy
Leerssen
Susan Kieronski,
in Memory of Susan Monahan
Robert & Barbara Richter,
in Memory of Diane

I N T E RW E AV E P OT L U C K
Sunday, April 17, 5:30pm
Parish Hall

Spring: A time of metamorphosis,
growing, changing, becoming
beautiful. Join Interweave at our
next meeting where we will have
a potluck dinner followed by the
film "Self-Made Man" (57min, not
rated). It's a documentary about
transgender youth advocate
Tony Ferraiolo. "As Tony comes
to terms with all the
complexities of his own life as a
female-to-male transgender
person, the kids in the youth
group and their parents grapple
with the reality of their uncertain
future". Bring a dish to share and
see you there!
For more information, contact Rex
L e B e a u
a t
interweave@channingchurch.org
Interweave is Channing's group for
LGBTQ people and Allies.

SOCIAL ACTION
U U VO IC E S FRO M R I
Help select the Issues
UULMRI will lobby for at
the Statehouse this year.
The UU Legislative Ministry of
R.I.'s annual meeting is Sunday,
April 10th from 2 to 4 PM at
the UU Westminster Church
in East Greenwich. All RI UU

congregations are invited to vote
on the issues. Then during the
legislative season UULMRI
members will then lobby for or
against the three or four top
issues selected at this meeting.

So far the following issues are
being considered (Got another?
Give it to a SAC Committee
member): Affordable Housing/
Homelessness, Gun Violence,
Immigration Reform, Restoring
Ethics Commission Jurisdiction Over
State Legislators, Refugee Issues, &
Environmental/Green/climate Issues
Our legislative reps with citizen
inputs, introduce bills on these
issues. UULMRI adopts positions
(for or against) individual bills and
we attend State House hearings
to voice our positions.
A final list of 2016 issues and
proposed legislation will be set by
March 16 at UULMRI’s next
planning meeting. . Two-page
documents detailing issue
background and justification will
be available on the SAC table in
the Channing Parish Hall. If you
want to attend this annual
meeting please contact one of the
people below:
Joanne Armenia (SAC)
Email: sac@channingchurch.org
Al Benson (UULMRI VP)
Mike Armenia (UULMRI Secretary)

~Mike Armenia,
UULMRI Secretary

U PDAT E S
SHARE-THE-PLATE for April is
designated
for
two
environmental groups : EcoRI,
and RI Interfaith Power and Light
(to continue our congregational
membership of $150).
Quoting from the website
ecoRI.org: " ecoRIInc. is a unique
initiative devoted to educating the
public about local environmental
and social justice issues and how
they interconnect. The nonprofit
accomplishes its mission in separate
but linked ways: investigative
reporting, community journalism,
educational programs, public
outreach, green consulting and
residential food -scrap collection.
ecoRI News, which went online in
September 2009, is the journalistic
arm of ecoRI Inc. and is dedicated
to environmental and social justice
reporting. We are devoted to
protecting southern New England's
ecosystems, natural resources and
public health through independent
journalism………
ecoRI is a registered 501c3 taxexempt organization….We depend
on the support of individuals,
foundations and businesses that
recognize the importance of
environmental/social justice news
delivered from an independent
perspective."
P.S. Check out a recent March
issue about RIPTA.
Earth Day Service
We have a wonderful opportunity
on Sun. April 24th during the
EARTH DAY worship service to
learn from Lauren Spears about
Narragansett culture and history
and traditions, including a deep
respect for the Earth. Lauren is a
Narragansett and Nipmuc, and
is director of the Tomaquog
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Museum of Narragansett
Culture in Exeter, R.I.. Also,
Lauren will lead an interactive
program for all ages at 11:15
or 11:30 in the Parish Hall.
Bring your family and friends to
a morning that surely will make
us more aware of Narragansett
culture and our relationship to
one another and the Earth.

Seder for Shalom
Sunday, April 24, 5:00pm,
Parish Hall

The SAC, with the support of
the Wednesday
small group, will
be coordinating a
Passover Seder
dinner to support Temple
Shalom. Temple Shalom
suffered damage recently when
a water pipe burst and did a
great deal of damage. We
would like to hold this years
Seder in their honor and collect
funds to assist them in their
rebuilding costs. Sign up to
join us and select a item to
bring. A list of traditional
f o o d s
w i l l
b e
provided
(including some
recipes) and there are
options for those who prefer
not to cook.

Dates to Remember:
Sun., April 3, 11:30am: SAC
meets in the CH Library
Sun., April 10, 2-4pm:
Annual Meeting of Unitarian
Universalist Legislative Ministry
of RI at Westminster Church,
Kenyon Ave., East Greenwich.
Sun., April 24, 10am: Earth
Day worship service. Lauren
Spears speaking about her
Narragansett culture.
Sun., April 24, 5pm:
Passover Seder in Parish Hall

SOCIAL ACTION
GREEN CORNER

Various and Sundry
Solarize is kicking in!
Three
Channing
households (Mallorys,
Jernigans and Judy
Byrnes) are lined up for
installations this summer, and
one installation (Milhams') is
already on line. Barbara Nowicki
and the Grosvenor/Asbels got
their panels through a different
program, and their installations
are also complete. The Milhams
are happy to report that they've
have been producing more
energy than they're using since
day four (and are eating lots of
toast!) We'll salute our solar
families on Earth Day, and those
families will also host a solar
themed fellowship hour.
Green Congregation will
conduct the annual Earth
Day service on April 24.
Loren Spears, Executive
Director of the Tomaquag
Museum in Exeter, will lead with
a talk about indigenous
spirituality and reverence for the
Earth. During fellowship, she'll
also present a multigenerational,
interactive program based on
local Native American culture.
There's a great new "green"
store in Portsmouth. The
Healthy Home Shop, 1844 E.
Main Rd., offers air purifiers and
environmentally friendly cleaning,
pe r s ona l a n d dec or a tiv e
products. They also donated a
gift basket valued at $100 to the
SAC and GCC raffle supporting
Channing Youth Scholarships to
a UU College of Social Justice
environmental workshop this
summer. We thank them, and
Barbara Richter, who donated

ten multi-colored hybrid day
lilies to the raffle, too!
Our deepest condolences to Jan
Creamer whose husband, Ron,
died unexpectedly in February.
Ron and Jan were (are) devoted
members of the UU
Congregation of South County
and of their Green Task Force.
RI Interfaith Power & Light
annual meeting will take place on
Monday, April 18, at 5:30, at
Westminster UU Church, E.
Greenwich. More information to
come.
~Beth Milham,
Chair Green Cong. Committee

E C O - B IT S & T I P S

A Book Review
Human population,
long an important
t o p i c
f o r
environmentalists,
r e m a i n s
controversial. From
Rev. T. Robert Malthus to
Cornell’s David Pimintel,
“population control” has been
interpreted as racist, with large
environmental footprint
Europeans and North Americans
“favored” over less impactful but
burgeoning Asian, African and
South American countries.
Here's my a brief review of a
new book providing a balanced
perspective with examples from
many countries.
Countdown: Our last Best Hope for
a Future on Earth? by Alan
Weisman (2013: Little, Brown &
Company) is an argument for
reducing our numbers. this is an
important update to the Ehrlichs’
1968 The Population Bomb. It's a
well researched and easy to read
book, from an author who has
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written extensively about human
impact on the environment. I
appreciated his first-hand
accounts of programs and
discussions with medical staffs
from countries as far flung as
India and the Middle East.
Different cultures, religions and
mores complicate efforts to
reduce population pressures,
while the ultimate goal remains
creating a higher quality of life
for all earth's inhabitants,
including us!
My top takeaways:
1. Fostering women's education
and economic mobility is still
k e y i n d e v e l o pi n g a n d
developed countries;
2. Education of young males and
females can reduce birth rates;
3. Promoting ecotourism and
improving local organic or lowchemical food production can
h e l p r e d u ce p o p u l a t i o n
pressures caused by population
displacement to cities and
across borders;
4. improved quality of life,
including health care and
independence of food
production, are as important as
increasing income in developing
countries.
5. The globalization of western
culture should not be portrayed
as a goal and “the envy of all”.
6. The author does not present
an optimal world population
number , or “carrying capacity”,
but gives enough examples and
information to arrive at one's
own conclusions.
Happily, this book is available in
libraries in Rhode Island. Book
club anyone?
~Craig Gaspard,
Green Congregation Comm.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 Questions about
Unitarian Universalism
Sunday, April 3, 11:30am,
In the Ladies’ Parlor

Here is an informal chance to
address those questions you
have always wondered about!
How do you join the congregation? What is Channing’s connection to our church? Do
UU’s believe in an afterlife?
Grab a cup of coffee and
join us in the Ladies’ Parlor
in the Parish Hall, located
just behind the church.

S P R IN G C O U R SE S
F RO M T H E L E AR N I N G
CENTER
“Jesus Without
Christianity”
continues, with course leader
Rev. Jay Deacon
Weds. Apr. 6, 13, and 20
7 PM
Parish Hall
Dessert and decaf
$10 Registration fee for one
or more sessions
Whatever is
a Unitarian
Universalist
supposed to
do with Jesus?
Jesus
Without Christianity examines
what we really know about who
he was and what he taught, engaging scholarship from the renowned Unitarian Albert
Schweitzer through the dramatic

advances achieved by the socalled Jesus Seminar beginning in
the 1980s. We'll learn who
wrote the Gospels, and why; and
how Christianity arose after his
death and a horrific war. A
chance to give a courageous and
creative spiritual thinker his due!
Jay has contemplated Jesus from
angles ranging from biblical
fundamentalism through postChristian, post-theistic
scholarship.

“High Heels
on Wet
Pavement:
Film Noir
and the
Femme
Fetale”
A film series
presented by Sam Jernigan
Join Sam for four films from the
golden age of noir featuring
prominent femmes fatales in
roles that define ruthlessness
and manipulation.
Saturday nights April 2, 9,
23, & May 7
6:30 PM, in the Parish Hall
Wine and cheese
$5 for each night at the
cinema ($15 for the series),
includes refreshments a bargain
If it's Saturday Night it must
be noir!

Visit to Mt. Auburn
Cemetery, Cambridge
Saturday,
May
7th
The Learning Center at Channing
is planning a trip to Mt. Auburn
Cemetery* in Cambridge on
Saturday, May 7 (rain date May
14).
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Jo Freedman, who has led tours
of this unique place for her
church in Waltham, will be our
guide. The group will carpool
from Newport, leaving around 9
AM. We'll take a lunch break
part way through the tour. (We
expect to be back in Newport
around 4 PM) The cost of the
course will be $5; your lunch and
suggested gas contribution will be
additional. The group will be
limited to 10 people; your $5
fee holds your place. Registration is through the Channing Office (846-0643 or office@channingchurch.org)
Michele will keep a waiting list
after the initial 10 are signed
up. We hope you can join us!
*Mt. Auburn, founded in 1831, is
the nation’s first garden cemetery,
and was the first to use the term
cemetery, from the Greek for
“place of sleep”. Mount Auburn
was the first large-scale, designed
landscape of any kind open to the
public in North American. It has
500 trees and tens of thousands of
plants and shrubs, many of which
will be in bloom at the time of our
visit. Mt. Auburn is also a birder’s
paradise. Among the famous Unitarians buried there are Hosea Ballou, William Ellery Channing, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Amy
Lowell,
Dorothea Dix, and
Barnabas Bates (the ‘father of
cheap postage” commemorated in
our La Farge stained glass window).

9

