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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
FROM THE
PRESIDENT

The Annual Fund Drive…
and the Importance of Pie

’
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R E L I G I O U S E D U C AT I O N
RE NEWS

Many thanks are due to all who
made some special events
possible last month. Despite
the recent cold weather and
snow, Channing’s youth and
children were busy receiving
surprises from their Mystery
Friends, attending or serving
at the Hunger Banquet, and
participating in Game Night.
Speaking of cold, kudos to
singer Aquinnah Thayer and
pianist Kyle Takata, who braved
t h e 44 d egr e e in do or
temperature to make a
beautiful, but chilly service
even more memorable.

our students’ knowledge and
understanding of World
Religions. During the spring
months, students will learn
about the relationship of
Science
and
Religion,
Humanism, and Judaism.
As
always, we welcome adults in
the congregation to share
their
passion
and knowledge
with our youth
and children.
Ways to Help:
 Bake with RE kids for the
Community Meal
 Assist with the Children’s
One Room School House
Class ( child-led games and
crafts)
 Assist with Sunday morning
Youth discussion group
about World Religions
 Assist with Sunday evening
Youth Group (social justice
and fun
To offer your support, please
see Jessica Thomas after a
service or contact her at
dre@channingchurch.org

From the chilly Feb. 14 service

-Kathy Takata,
RE Committee

During February,
our
Sunday
morning
RE
classes learned
about
the
traditions of Catholicism and
Buddhism. Thank you to Renee
Soto and Jamie Castor for
leading very engaging sessions
and adding to )
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RE CALENDAR
Sunday, March 6:
RE Classes

Youth Group meets at 6pm
Sunday, March 13:
RE Classes
Sunday, March 20:
Joint RE Class– Cooking for
the Community
Sunday, March 27:
NO RE CLASSES ,
Easter Sunday

M A R C H C H IL D C AR E
A S S I STAN T S
Channing provides Childcare
for infants and children
through age 4, during our
Sunday morning services. Two
childcare providers will
be caring for your little ones in
the Parish Hall during the
service.
We are looking
forward to meeting you and
your children. The March
assistants to our paid provider,
Kristin, will be:
March 6: Barbara Russell-Willett
March 13: Cynthia Skelton
March 20: Jamie Carlson
March 27: Josephine Freedman

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
CAREGIVING
UPDATE
Thank you so much to Rachel
Balaban, John Burnham, and
Barbara Russell-Willett, who
served as Caregiving
coordinators for the month of
February.
They form our
consistent February crew, and
are much appreciated!
We wish Heather Bartee health
and happiness as she starts on
the next leg of her life journey in
Colorado! Heather has been
involved in RE and other
activities at Channing for several
years now, and her presence will
be missed. She forged special
friendships here, especially with
Betsy Dees. Many thanks to
Mike Lanowy and Barbara
Richter, who helped move some
of Heather’s furniture prior to
her departure. If you’d like to
keep in touch with Heather, her
new address is 210 Lanfare
Place, Security, CO 80911.
Long-time Channing members
Lila Neidich and Charlie Beckers
are now residing at the Grand
Islander, 333 Green End Avenue
in Middletown.
June Wing
recently made a visit to both,
and told Caregiving that they
both enjoy seeing other old
friends from our community.
Congratulations to Terry
Gaspard and her daughter Tracy
Clifford upon the publication of
their book in January! Entitled
Daught er s of D iv or ce:
Overcome the Legacy of Your
Parents' Breakup and Enjoy a
Happy, Long-Lasting Relationship,
the book draws upon 30 years of
clinical practice wisdom as well
as interviews with more than
300 women. Terry is busy

promoting the book with
presentations and signings at
local libraries and bookstores
these days.
The Caregiving coordinators
for March are Betsy Dees
and Sally Hanchett. If you or
another Channing member or
friend you know needs some
Caregiving support during the
month, please contact one of
these individuals.
~Linda Beall,
For Channing Caregiving

FROM THE WORSHIP
COMMITTEE
We come together in
community during our
Sunday services to
refresh our souls with
spiritual nourishment,
enrich our intellects and reflect
about how we can live better
lives. This hour of listening,
learning, singing and sharing our
beliefs comes to us through
greater collective effort than you
might think.
 The Minister plans and
prepares the sermon in
advance, usually chooses the
readings, and determines the
Order of Service and other
key parts of the Worship
presentation.
 Worship Assistants work
with the Minister to organize
and present the lay-led parts
of the service. When there’s
a guest minister or speaker,
they’re responsible for
organizing the overall service.
 We enjoy music by Janet and
the Choir on most Sundays,
and by Janet or guest
musicians when the Choir is
off. The musicians plan and
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rehearse for weeks in advance.
Chimers share their musical
talents on the bells before
the start of each service.
Ushers and Greeters are
organized by the Membership
Committee. Aside from their
obvious roles, have you ever
wondered who puts the
hymn numbers up on the
boards every Sunday?
Jessica prepares a Message
for All Ages on most
Sundays.
Michele collects information
for the Order of Service,
word processes it, and prints
it.
The sound system needs an
operator every week.
Barbara Richter brings the
flowers regularly.
Beth Milham provides the
candles for Sharing, and lamp
oil for the chalice.
Sexton Pat Padillia clears the
grounds and opens the
Sanctuary and Parish Hall
before anyone arrives.
The Worship Committee
organizes the overall Sunday
service planning throughout
the year. We find and engage
guest ministers and
presenters, with whom we
also plan and help deliver
their services.

As we head on from each
service, we hope that we can
take away some lessons and
stimulation for improving
ourselves and helping others.
Please also carry appreciation for
the many people who bring
these services to you.
~David Pedrick,
Worship Committee chair

SOCIAL ACTION
GREEN CORNER
Another
perspective
on rooftop
solar (for
anyone,
regardless of
age)
From Beth Milham: The
following response to Michael
Armenia's opinion on the capability
of rooftop solar is offered by Doug
Sabetti, owner of Newport Solar,
the official installer for Newport
for the Solarize Aquidneck
p rogr am . It de scr i b e s h is
professional and personal
experience with solar energy in
Newport and other parts of RI. It
is my regret that there was no
op p ortun ity to share th is
information in the Catalyst before
the closing date for Solarize
Aquidneck grants, February 15.

"...my 2.8 kW solar photovoltaic
system, [twelve panels,] right here
in RI, produces on average 2,250
kilowatt-hours of electricity per
year. My house is using a little less
per year. Granted, it's only myself
and Sue living here, but we have an
electric stove, clothes dryer, TV
with two additional accessory
boxes, 80 gallon hot water heater,
dishwasher, water boiler, space
heaters and numerous lamps and
lights. My solar system produces
more than enough electricity to
offset all of these electric loads and
I pay $5.73 per month as a fixed
charge for my use of the Grid.
Other than that fixed charge, I
have not had to pay for electricity
for the past three years.
"Not only is solar electricity
production not fictitious, we have
to report to National Grid exactly
what we expect all of our PV
systems to produce on every PV
system application. We also have
utility-grade production meters on

most of our installations which
clearly show the system producing
what we said it would.
"We also show every system
owner what we expect the
proposed PV system to produce.
Indeed, it is the electricity
produced by the solar panels that
is valuable to the owner, not the
solar panels themselves. If you have
multiple 5 kW PV systems on
different roofs, they will likely all
produce different amounts of
electricity per year depending on
their orientation, tilt and shading
issues.
"... I can [provide] some of our
system electricity production
reports. These are monthly reports
that have recorded exactly how
much electricity each of our
systems has produced. And yes,
they are real!"
From Beth, again: friends of
ours in Middletown have had four
ground-mounted PV panels in their
yard for a few years. They've just
added seven panels on their roof.
She reports, "Our graph showed
that we produced as much solar in
24 hours as we were doing in over
a week with the four in the back
yard. Very exciting."
Russ and I would be happy to share
the 7-page analysis and supporting
documentation that Newport Solar
did for our system before we
signed the contract. It was
approved for a Solarize grant,
which includes National Grid
approval, and is now in the process
of installation.
~Beth Milham, Chair,
Green Congregation Committee
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S O C I A L AC T I O N
U P DAT E S
Share the Plate for March will
go towards UU youth
development.
Depending on
our collections and costs we
hope to fund one of the
following activities: a scholarship
for attendance at this year's
General Assembly in Ohio, UU
Service Committee (UUSC)
weeklong youth climate activist
training in Boston,
group
attendance at a regional UU
conference or funds for a youth
group service trip.

The
Social
Action
Committee has changed it’s
monthly meeting day to the
FIRST Sunday of the month,
at 11:20am, in the Channing
House Library. All are welcome
to join us!
~Joanne Armenia, Chair SAC
socialaction@channingchurch.org

Feb. Catalyst Article on
Rooftop Solar Energy
From Michael Armenia: In the
Feb Catalyst the article I
submitted on Rooftop Solar was
intended as a standalone opinion
piece, not reviewed or voted by
the Social Action or any other
committee.
My fault and
apologies for any confusion. If
anyone wants more information
about the article please contact
me or download David MacKay's
very readable free book
Sustainable Energy without the
Hot Air at the website
withouthotair.com . It uses
simple math to evaluate and
compare all forms of power
sources for their potential to
stop global warming.

SOCIAL ACTION& ANNOUNCEMENTS
ECO BITS & TIPS
Late Season Gardening, Part II

A couple of points to keep in
mind when gardening in the fall
and early winter:
Planting in the air in beds raised
4-6 inches provides and
advantage in terms of
increased temperatures
which will push these
seedlings along.
Use of plastic “tunnels or even
cloth cloche covers – a
cheesecloth looking fabric I
double and suspend over
hoops can protect the plants
and boost the “inside”
temperatures 3-4 degrees,
not much but enough
When coupled with full 1-gallon
water jugs placed every 2-3
feet along the row, I guess this
doubles (at least until the
jugs freeze solid which did
not happen until midDecember last and two years
ago
I have been harvesting a pound,
at least, of greens up until
now with no signs of
abatement
Here is what that is looking like:

Another advantage is that the
“ c o m p e t i t i o n” , n a m e l y
insects like flea beetles,
cabbage worms and even
critters like eastern
cottontail rabbits are not
around, at all. That in itself is
a big deal.
The above listed veggies actually
like it cool and given our
recent spate of “early”

summer heat, greens make a
lot of sense for fall gardeners
looking to grow their own
food.
I am also eating Italian parsley,
Winter savory, Cilantro and
other fresh herbs even now
given the relatively warm fall
we’ve been having.
Please email or talk to me if you
have any questions. More to
follow on this and other
sustainability topics in months
ahead.
~Craig Gaspard,
for the Green Cong. Committee

B L A C K H I STO RY
A S S E MB LY U PDAT E

The 45th Annual Robert L.
Williams National Black History
Assembly event sponsored by
Channing Church and
Community Baptist Church was
held at Rogers High School on
Friday, February 12, 2016. This
year’s recipient of the George T.
Downing Award for community
service and the spirit of
integration was Robert S. Smith.
Rev. Jay Deacon presented the
student recipient Nadia J. TateMaloney with the Dr. Marcus
Wheatland Award and
Scholarship. Nadia is an
outstanding senior who has
applied to 9 colleges and has
been accepted in 8 so far. She
will be the first member of her
family to attend college and
hopes to major in nursing,
followed by medical school.
The assembly also included an
original vocal by Mr. Kenneth
Johnson of Community Baptist
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Church and the ‘Retro Impact’
performers led by four Rogers
Hip-Hop dancers. The assembly
was followed by a breakfast
reception in the Colonial Dining
Room.
Channing members of the
committee are Judith Porter,
Sally Hanchett, and Rev. Deacon.
Sam Jernigan also assists the
committee by contributing the
award certificates.
The Newport Daily News
featured the committee in an
article on Saturday February 13,
2016, which was excellent
coverage. However, they
misquoted one committee
member and stated that
Channing had only had two
ministers participate in the 45
years this assembly has occurred.
We have had 6 called ministers
in that time and some interims
and all of them have readily
participated on the committee
and in the assembly. The quote
should have been that
Community Baptist Church has
only had two called ministers in
that 45-year period—Rev.
Williams and Rev. Thompson.
~Judith Porter

COMMUNITY MEAL
Monday, March 21
3:30-6:15pm, Parish Hall
The Channing Memorial Church
Community Meal is the third
Monday of every month in the
Parish Hall. To volunteer contact Diane Jackson at: community meal@channingchurch.org

T H E L E A R N I N G C E N T E R AT C H A N N I N G
Please register in advance for
TLC courses with the Church
Office: 846-0643, or
office@channingchurch.org, or at
the TLC table during Sunday
Fellowship. Checks should be
made payable to Channing
Memorial Church, memo "TLC",
with your course or event name.
Your registration donation helps
us to cover the costs associated
with producing our programs –
thanks!

THE ART OF
DECEPTION
Thursday, March 24, 7pm,
Parish Hall
This one evening
session will be led
by Dr. Eric Shaw,
professor
of
operations at the
Naval War College
and adjunct professor at Salve
Regina. The session will explore the
history and psychology of deception
and its application through
examples from the visual and
performing arts including fine art,
stage magic, theater and literature.
Attendees will be sworn to use
their new knowledge of deception
only in the service of the greater
good. A $5 donation is suggested.

JESUS WITHOUT
CHRISTIANITY
Course Leader:
Rev. Jay Deacon
Wednesdays, Mar. 23, 30;
Apr. 6, 13, 20, 27, at 7:00 PM
In the Parish Hall, with dessert
and decaf
Whatever is a Unitarian Universalist
supposed to do with Jesus? Jesus
Without Christianity examines what
we really know about who he was
and what he taught, engaging
scholarship from the renowned
Unitarian Albert Schweitzer
through the dramatic advances
achieved by the so-called Jesus
Seminar beginning in the
1980s. We'll learn who wrote the
Gospels, and why; and how
Christianity arose after his death
and a horrific war. A chance to give
a courageous and creative spiritual
thinker his due!
Jay has
contemplated Jesus from angles
ranging from biblical fundamentalism
through post-Christian, posttheistic scholarship. $10
Registration fee for one or more
sessions

Discussion, led by Kim Shute and
Susan Taylor, an immigration attorney,
will follow the screening. Since Donald
Trump and the politics of immigration
are on the front page every day, there
will be much to talk about!

HIGH HEELS ON WET
PAVEMENT: FILM
NOIR & FEMME
FATALES
A film series presented by
Sam Jernigan
Saturday nights April 2, 9, 23,
& May 7, 7:00PM, Parish Hall
An opportunity to
learn from Sam about
this unique film genre,
and a fun night
out.
Wine and
cheese, $5 for each
night at the cinema,
includes refreshments
-a bargain!

"THE VISITOR"
Thursday, March 31, 6:30 PM ,
Parish Hall
This Oscar-nominated film received
the only standing ovation at
Sundance in 2013. Hailed as "one
of the year's most intriguing
dramas", the film stars Richard
Jenkins (“Six Feet Under”) as
Walter, a disaffected college
professor who has been drifting
aimlessly through his life. When on
a trip into New York, Walter
discovers a young couple - illegal
immigrants - have taken up
residence in his city
apartment.
Instead of evicting
them, Walter finds himself
compelled to help his new friends,
and rediscovers a passion he
thought he had lost long ago. Alas,
the long reach of ICE brings
deportation into the story.
$5 Registration, Wine and
popcorn.
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MARCH USHERS &
GREETERS
March 6: Greeter: Calvin Pierce
Ushers: June Wing & Marion
Royer
March 13: Greeter: Susan
Booth/ Ushers: Milly Jessen &
Candy Martin
March 20: Greeter: Julie
Herrick/ Ushers: Betsy Dees &
Jamie Carlson
March 27: Greeter: Julie
Herrick/ Ushers: Barbara
Richter & Barbara RussellWillett

MARCH CHIMERS
March 6: Christine Ariel
March 13: Janna Pederson
March 20: Cynthia Skelton
March 27: Jim Freess

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CIRCLE OF
CONCERNS & JOYS

CHANNING
COFFEE HOUSE
1 0 0 Q U E ST IO N S
A B O U T U U ~ I SM

Sunday, March 6, 11:30am,
Ladies’ Parlor
Here is an informal chance to
address those questions you have
always wondered about! How do
you join the congregation? What
is Channing’s connection to our
church? Grab a cup of coffee
and join us in the Ladies’ Parlor
in the Parish Hall behind the
church!

Musica Dolce Concert
Sunday, March 6, 2:00pm,
Sanctuary
Musica Dolce will return
to Newport for a
chamber music concert
on Sunday, March 6th.
The program will include
a Suite for Piano Trio by
Jean-Philippe Rameau, a
world premiere of the Clarinet
Quartet (based on Mozart
fragments) by Paul Rosenbloom and
the beloved Piano Quintet in A by
Antonin Dvorak. Performers are
Paul Rosenbloom, piano, Robert
Hayden, clarinet, John Summerlein
and Lois Finkel , violins, Susan
Culpo, viola, Theodore Mook, cello
Tickets at the door are $20
General Admission, Students are
free. Special $15 admission for
members Channing! Just identify
yourself as a member when
purchasing your ticket at the
door. For a group discount for
tickets or for more information
please go to musicadolce.org or
contact Elizabeth Reardon at
401-884-6931.

Featuring Katherine Quinn &
Little Black Heart
Saturday, March 12, 7:00pm,
Parish Hall
You’re invited to the third of the
2016 Channing Coffeehouse events,
featuring Katherine Quinn and Little
Black Heart. Katherine is a RI folk
fixture after returning from being
voted Vermont's #1 Folk Artist. She
has shared the stage with Janis Ian,
Melissa Ferrick, and Mary Lou Lor,
among others, and continues to
blaze a path with her
unique, rhythmic strumming patterns and soulful melodies. Andy
Reich is a violin wielding member of
the great Django-Jazz fueled "Gypsy
Nights" band. Old Dog Daddy &
Ocho Loco (aka Gary Deslaurier &
John Wood) are members of the
folk band Bay Spring Folk, on guitar
and bass. And J. Parker Wood is a
drummer for several bands in New
York and RI. Little Black Heart offers a mix of blues and folk tunes,
both obscure covers and originals.
The featured act begins about 8 pm
preceded by open mic performers. If
interested in open mic, contact coffeehouse@gmail.com in advance. Suggested donation is $5 to support both
featured performers and Channing
Memorial Church.

Saturday, March 19, 9:00am
Channing House Library
Circles of Concerns and Joys” provide an opportunity to gather in a
supportive setting to share joys and
concerns, outside of the weekly
service. Each session includes brief
readings, sharing, shared silence,
and candle-lighting, and lasts about
an hour. All are welcome, we meet
the third Saturday of each month
at 9:00am in the Library.
If possible, let Facilitator, Maryellen
Doherty, know if you're planning to
come or have any questions. Plan to
arrive a few minutes early to get settled before we begin at 9:00.

I N T E RW E AV E
P OT L U C K
Sunday, March 20
5:30-9:00pm, Parish Hall
Ah, spring is in the air and it's almost time for The
Born
This
Way
Prom! Before any epic
event, we must make
rows of ducks and that
is what we'll be doing at our next
Interweave meeting. All are welcome for a potluck dinner followed
by a prom planning session. Bring a
dish to share and see you
there! For more information,
contact Interweave's Grand Poobah, Rex LeBeau, at interweave@channingchurch.org. Inte
rweave is Channing's group for
LGBTQ and Allies.

C O M M O N F E N C E M U S I C C O N C E RT
Saturday, March 5, 8:00pm, Sanctuary
(doors at 7:30 pm)

D AV I D W I L C OX
$30 ADVANCE / $33 DOOR
Tickets available at commonfencemusic.org
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