The Catalyst
Channing Memorial Church
135 Pelham Street
Newport, Rhode Island
February 2018
Sunday Services are held at 10:00am in the Sanctuary.
Childcare available for children 4 and younger.

From The Learning Center for February:
Digital Currency - The “New Money”
with Christopher P. Yalanis, CFP
Thu., February 1, 7 PM, Parish Hall
Chris is Senior Vice President and Branch Manager
At Yalanis/Lash Wealth Mgt. Group of Wells Fargo
Advisors
Digital currency, blockchain, Bitcoin: Massive returns on investment
have caught the attention of the US Government, futures markets, the
underworld, and investors. Chris will lead an interactive discussion.
Wine and cheese will be served. Suggested donation: $5
Co-sponsored with the Newport Middle Passage Port Marker
Project in recognition of Black History Month:

The Business of Slavery:
Evidence of Control, Power, and Wealth
With Christine King Mitchell
Historic Interpreter, Old Slave Mart Museum,
Charleston, SC
Wed., Feb. 7, 7 PM, Parish Hall
Discussion to follow. Dessert and Decaf will be served.
$5 suggested donation

Expressing Your Moral Compass
With Rev. Bill Zelazny
Wednesdays, February 21 & 28, and March 7,
6:30pm in the Parish Hall
Ethical decisions are a function of choice. If there
is no choice, there is no ethical decision. If there is choice then a
person needs to be able to express, at least to themselves, what is
their moral compass that directed the choice.
In this class, explore the many dimensions of ethical behaviors and
decisions. Using readings, case studies and group discussions,
participants will have the opportunity to reflect on their moral
compass for the purpose of being able to articulate their religiousethical perspective.
Participants are encouraged to attend all classes, but each class is a
stand-alone session that will investigate ethical issues
Continued on pg. 7
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February Services

Sunday, February 4
Southern UUs in the Civil
Rights Era
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Unitarian Universalist and our
antecedent faith traditions have
made some major blunders,
individually and collectively in
dealing with people of color and
civil rights. But we have also
shown vision and courage in the
era of the fight for civil rights.
On this Sunday in Black History
month, Bill will discuss how
southern U and U and UU
congregations faced the cultural
environment in which they lived
and functioned.
Sunday, February 11
Do I have to Love ALL my
Neighbors as Myself?
Rev. Bill Zelazny
We are admonished to love
your neighbor as yourself. Is
that possible?
Who does
that? How would a person begin
doing that? Are some people
unlovable? This Sunday Bill will
take a look at the topic of love in
its broadest sense – everyone.
Once again on this Sunday
before Valentine’s Day we will
honor the tradition of
chocolate for Valentine’s Day
with our annual Chocolate
Decadence Fest in the Parish
Hall after the service. You are
invited to bring your favorite
chocolate dessert or decadent
offering, homemade or store
bought, to share at Fellowship.
No sign up...just bring your
chocolate offering to the Parish
Hall before the service and
come to indulge after the
service.
Continued on pg. 2

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
Sunday, February 18
Who Decides What
Narrative?
Guest Minister:
Rev. Charles B. Ortman
Rev. Ortman was ordained from
Meadville/Lombard Theological
School in 1992, and was recently
a 2-year Interim Minister at First
Unitarian-Providence after 20
years of leading the UU
congregation of Montclair, NJ.
His path to UU ministry includes
Conscientious Objector status
during the Viet Nam War, a
career in social work for many
years and a two-decade career
as a musician. He is devoted to
his wife Judy and their 3 children,
for whom he was an at-home
dad in their early years, and is
now a delighted grandfather.
Sunday, February 25
Money Makes the World Go
„Round, and Channing
Church Too
The Stewardship Team and
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Yes, this is the service where we
kick off our annual stewardship
canvass. But, don’t be afraid to
come because we are talking
about money – it will be a very
interesting service.
Bill and
members of the Stewardship
Team will talk about money and
look at what money raised in
past years has done and what it
could do for the programs and
ministries of Channing Memorial
Church in the years ahead.
We have invited back Farm
Dog, the band we had last
year for the stewardship
service, to bring us an
energetic , toe tapping
interpretation of traditional
and original material with an
old-timey feel

FROM THE
MINISTER

Recently a store employee
staffing the checkout counter
told me she had been doing this
kind of work for over 20 years.
Use to love it, but now hates it
because people have become
so rude to her and the other
people in line.
Since last
Valentine’s Day it seems that
social discourse has become
textbook cases of bad relations
from the highest levels of the
national government to regular
people on the street.
So,
during this month of love
perhaps we can pause to once
again reflect on a topic we’ve
looked at before – living in
right relations.
As Environmentalist Jasmine
Wallace writes, “Living in a
state of right relations starts
with recognizing there is no
such thing as separation –
everything in our world is
directly involved with us and
we are involved with it. The
key is that it is our choice to
take responsibility for our
thoughts and actions and
relationships and focus on them
being positive.
The Rev. David Millers
suggests, that if we want to
work to live in right relations
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we need to be conscious about
how we can:
 Communicate directly,
respectfully, patiently and
lovingly.
 Welcome and respect
differences of opinion.
 Be mindful of our own
assumptions
 Seek clarity and listen more
than we speak when conflict
arises,
 Do our best to stay in
community and reaffirm the
values that bring us together
with another person.
People often make resolutions
about how they want to live on
January 14. But how about
making a resolution about how
to live on February 14, the day
of Love, promising ourselves to
not let the almost pervasive
nastiness of the current
environment get to us and
short circuit our ability to live
in right relations with others.
~Rev. Bill Zelazny

FEBRUARY
GREETERS

Feb. 4: Cynthia Skelton
Feb. 11: Ruth Jernigan
Feb. 18: Marian Royer
Feb.25: Calvin Pierce

FEBRUARY
CHIMERS

Feb. 4: Christine Ariel
Feb. 11: Cynthia Skelton
Feb. 18: Jim Freess
Feb.25: Linda Beall

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BOARD NEWS
With
our
stewardship
team actively
preparing for
our upcoming 2018 annual fund
drive, the Channing Board needs
to set financial priorities for next
year. At our meeting in January
we asked ourselves “What
would we most like to do at
Channing if we had the money to
do it?” Following a lively
discussion, we all agreed that
our first priority would be to
insure funding for our minister.
Beyond that we hoped that we
might have funds to provide a
modest stipend for a Youth
G r ou p c o o r d in a t or . We
currently have 7 – 10 pre-teens
and teens involved in what is
proving to be a very dynamic
group at Channing. It would be
wonderful to support and
encourage them by providing a
paid coordinator. Another item
on our “wish list” was funding to
diversify and expand our music
program at Channing. We truly
value and look forward to music
provided by our own choir, but
once in a while it’s fun to have
the flexibility to invite other
musical groups or performers to
enrich our Sunday services.
Funds to continue to expand our
marketing and outreach efforts
were also high on our list, as
well as money to fund a parttime volunteer coordinator, a
position that has been strongly
suggested by our Program
Council. And finally, money
spent on continuing wise
maintenance of our property and
buildings makes us more
attractive to granting agencies
interested in funding historical

preservation. At our upcoming
Stewardship “House Parties”
we’ll be asking you what you
would like to spend money on at
Channing. Let us know what you
think!
In Friendship,
Barbara Nowicki,
Channing President

WORSHIP
COMMITTEE
Channing
has
reached the mid
-point of the
regular Church year with a
growing congregation and a
refreshing mix of services by
Rev. Bill, guest ministers and
Church members. This
combination extends the vision
and voices for celebrating our
liberal and caring religious
practices as UUs.
As you look around the
sanctuary on Sunday mornings,
you can see newer faces among
us. We’re so pleased that many
visitors have been curious to
learn what we’re about, and have
found nourishment for their
souls here. The joy and health of
the congregation was especially
significant in the seasonally
uplifting, musically rich and wellattended Christmas Eve service.
Please see the Worship
Calendar on page 8 to recall
services that you’ve attended or
to find out about ones that
you’ve missed. As you can see in
the calendar, the second half of
the year will bring services by
guest ministers and congregants
every month, including a special
service almost every month.
Worship Leaders have been
planned for
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all services through June.
If you have any questions or
comments about Channing’s
worship program, please bring
them to any member of the
Worship Committee: David
Cooper, Eleanor Doumato, Judie
Porter, Janet Grant, Rev. Bill (of
course), and the undersigned,
David Pedrick,
Worship Committee Chair

BLACK HISTORY
ASSEMBLY

Friday, Feb. 16, 10:05am,
Rogers High School Auditorium

All are invited to the 47th Annual
Robert L. Williams National
Black History Assembly event
sponsored by Channing Church
and Community Baptist Church.
will be held at Rogers High
School on Friday, February 16,
2018 at 10:05 am. The assembly
will be followed by a brunch
reception in the Colonial Dining
Room.
Channing members on the
committee are Judith Porter,
Sally Hanchett, and Rev. Bill
Zelazny. Sam Jernigan also assists
the committee by contributing
the award certificates.
Channing members
and
friends
are
welcome to attend
both the assembly and the
brunch.

R E L I G I O U S E D U C AT I O N

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION NEWS
Exciting Happenings!
You may be
noticing
little
gifts
on
the
mantle…it’s not elves or
pixies…it’s Mystery Friends!
It’s our cherished tradition
of Channing adults and youth
leaving notes, clues, and
small gifts for our youngest
friends. If you missed it
this
year,
consider
participating next winter. It
is a very small commitment
and begins every January.
This year, children will meet
their Mystery Friends on
February
11th
during
Fellowship.

We are excited to announce
that the 5th and 6th grade
session of Our Whole Lives
(OWL), a comprehensive
sexuality education program
created by the UUA and the
UCC, OWL has just begun.
OWL has programs across
the lifespan and we have

been fortunate to offer K-1,
4-6, and 7-9 grade OWL at
Channing over the past
decade. We will be looking
to offer OWL for 7-9
grades
next
year.
Therefore we will be seeking
both
facilitators
and
participants. If you would
like to make a difference in
the lives of the next
generation, promoting sexual
health and justice, please
consider becoming an OWL
facilitator.
Comprehensive
training is provided. If you
have a rising 7-9th grader,
please consider the benefits
of participating in OWL and
speak to Jessica Thomas,
(DRE) or Kathy Takata,(RE
Chair).

RE CALENDAR
Sunday, Feb. 4: RE Class
following the Message for All
Ages
 6:00 Youth Group

Sunday, Feb. 12: NO RE
Class.
Please bring your
children to the service.
There is a table in the back
of the Sanctuary with
crafts for those who may be
restless.
Sunday, Feb. 18: RE Class
bakes for the Community
Meal
 11:30am-1:00pm Spiritual
Parenting in the Ladies’
Parlor–
Childcare
is
provided
Sunday, Feb. 25: RE Class

Our Youth Group meets the
1st and 3rd Sunday of each
month.
It is open to
students grades 6 and up
and provides socialization
and friendship for Channing
Youths, as well service
projects chosen by the
Youth.
-Kathy Takata
Religious Education
Committee
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following the Message for All
Ages

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
CAREGIVING
UPDATE
We
have
certainly had a
challenging
winter at times
this year –
hope you have all managed to
stay inside safe and warm
during those times! As always,
Channing Caregiving volunteers
have been available to help
whenever needed. Thank you
so much to Sally Hanchett and
Chris Laudon who served as
volunteer coordinators during
January.
Please keep Donna O’Neill and
her family in your thoughts and
prayers as Donna continues to
struggle with cancer. Cards
and supportive notes are much
appreciated.
Charlie Beckers is unable to
attend church at this time and
would enjoy cards, calls, or
visits! Please call his wife Susan
to arrange convenient times to
visit. Their new address is 30
Brook Farm Road, Portsmouth.
The February
Caregiving
coordinators
are
Marian
Royer from Feb. 1-15, and
Marcia Mallory and Barbara
Richter will team up from
Feb. 16-28. Please call any of
these individuals with any
caregiving needs among our
Channing members and friends.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

FEBRUARY
SHARE THE PLATE

This month half of our cash
offerings and checks with the
memo “Share the Plate” will be
donated to UndocuFund.
UndocuFund
assists
undocumented immigrants who
have lost their homes, wages,
and/or employment due to the
wildfires in Sonoma County,
California, and who do not
qualify for assistance from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA). The immigrants
are desperate to rebuild their
lives but face added barriers and
challenges due to their
immigration status, their lack of
knowledge of official institutions,
and/or their limited English
proficiency. Local immigrants’
rights groups worked together
to create a fund that could
provide financial assistance to
the immigrants without the risk
of deportation. The groups also
hope to establish relationships
among the fund’s beneficiaries
and create a long- term
supportive community.
UndocuFund provides direct
funding to undocumented fire
victims to pay for items such as
temporary housing, home
repairs, rent, groceries, medical
and dental expenses, school
supplies, and repair to essential
vehicles. The Fund helps ensure
that the immigrants will have
the support and resources
necessary to begin to recover
and rebuild.
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One hundred percent of financial
donations goes to fire victims.
Please be generous, like you
always are.
~Respectfully submitted,
Sheila McEntee for the Social
Action Committee (SAC)

COMMUNITY
MEAL

Monday, February 19
3:30-6:15pm, in the Parish Hall

Thanks to everyone
who helped at our
January community
meal! Our next
Community Meal will
be on Presidents’ Day, Monday,
February 19th. If you would like
to help please call Joy Benson to
see what you can do.

SHEETS AND
TOWELS NEEDED

The Social Action
Committee is collecting
single sheets and towels,
either new or 2nd- hand
in clean usable condition, for the
McKinney Shelter in Newport. If
you have some that you no
longer use please leave them in
the container provided in the
Parish Hall, right next the Social
Action table. Thanks!

FELLOWSHIP

Thank You!
Pam Rainey was the
Fellowship
Team
“Captain” for the
month of January (thank
you Pam!!). She would like to
thank all of her Helpers: Arle
Deeb, Margaret Baker, Abby
Adams, Virginia Snow, Joey Enos,
Bill Hawkins, Nancy Caswell, and
Al Benson, Thank you all!

SOCIAL ACTION

GREEN CORNER
Let's go to the movies--again!
Diogo Castro Freire may not be
a household name yet, but many
of us saw his documentary film,
Facing the Surge, last year. We
showed it once at Emmanuel
Church, and again last April at
Channing. The film focuses on
communities, principally Norfolk,
VA, struggling with sea level rise.
Diogo brought the film to
Emma nu e l , a nd l ed the
discussion following the showing.
Now, his second film, Saving
Snow, is out. It depicts the ways
ski towns and the snow sports
industry are dealing with
warming winters and "paving the
way towards a clean energy
future." We'll be premiering it
on Thursday, March 1, at 7 PM,
in the Parish Hall. Co-hosts with
Green Congregation are the
Emmanuel
Church
Environmental Committee and
Citizens' Climate Lobby, RI
Chapter.
Diogo's film company,
Adaptation Now, is a crowdsourced documentary project
highlighting communities dealing
with various aspects of climate
change. "For too many, climate
change remains an abstract and
distant concept. Many of its first
victims are still ill-informed
about its existence. Through film
we can change this. We can
empower communities with the
knowledge to make informed
decisions. It is time for a new

narrative on climate
change." (www.adaptationnow.c
om)
~Beth Milham, Chair,
Green Cong. Committee

ECO-BITS & TIPS

Was your food grown with oil
waste water?
Quite possibly so! A recent
mailing from Food and Water
Watch,
a
reputable
environmental watchdog
organization, highlighted the use
of wastewater from oil and gas
drilling to irrigate crops. This is
apparently a common practice in
California, one of our nation's
breadbaskets, and it's not
regulated there. Federal food
standards don't prohibit it, and
there is no requirement for
regular testing of the water used
or the crops it's used on.
Independent water tests have
found toxic and carcinogenic
chemicals in several areas.
The organization recommends
the following, to protect our
families:
1. Visit: foodandwaterwatch.org/
live-healthy, for guides on
healthy food choices. Chief
among recommendations: buy
locally, and ask questions about
your food's production.
2. Stop buying bottled water-especially single serving bottles.
Besides the fact that the water is
less regulated than tap water and
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is expensive, companies making
plastic bottles rely on and profit
from fracked gas. And we know
what a horrible disposal and
pollution problem they are! If
you're worried about tap water,
filter it.
3. Don't buy food products from
The Wonderful Company. It
grows food in California's
Central Valley, where oil
companies dispose of oil field
waste water in agricultural
irrigation systems. The name
may be unfamiliar, but some of
its products are Halos mandarin
oranges, Pom pomegranate juice,
Fiji water, and Wonderful
almonds and pistachios.
4. Be informed and get active.
www.foodandwaterwatch.org
can tell you how.
~Beth Milham,
Green Cong. Committee

WATER SAVING
TIPS

From Rhode Island Interfaith
Power & Light
Turn it Off Turn off
the faucet while
brushing your teeth
and washing your
hands. If every American used
one gallon of water less per day,
we would save more than 100
billion gallons per year.
Flush Less As much as 40
percent of our drinking
water is flushed down
toilets. Flush once less per
day and you will save as much
water as the average person in
Africa uses all day for drinking,
cooking, bathing, and cleaning

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONTI NU E D FR OM PAG E 1

From TLC:
Expressing Your Moral
Compass
February 21: Creating a
Framework -- Elements of
ethical decision-making; Role
of theology in ethics; Moral
Values
February 28: The Hard Part
of Ethical Decisions –
Doing the right thing for the
wrong reason: Do Ends
Justify Means
March 7: Ethics of
Conscience and
Responsibility – The
difficulty of doing good;
Character as an element in
ethical decisions
Cost: $5:00 per person for
supplies and refreshments
Registration: Advanced
registration required Sign-up in
Parish Hall during fellowship
hour February 4 and 11 or send
email with name, email
address and phone to:
Office@channingchurch.org.
Deadline: February 16

BE A PART OF OUR
PODCAST TEAM!

Our Communications Group is
creating a team to work on
podcasts of our Sunday services.
We’ll purchase the needed
equipment and software, take
turns recording and editing
Sunday services, and then upload
the best portions of our services
for all to share!
Inter es ted? Contact Barb
Nowicki (president@channingch
urch.org) or John Burnham
(commcommittee@channingchur
ch.org)

OPEN-MIC NIGHT
AT CHANNING’S
COFFEE HOUSE
Saturday , February 17,
7:00pm, Parish Hall

For February, we
return to our open-mic
coffee
house
format and will include
both special guests and long-time
favorites. Coffee and tea are
served, and you’re invited to
bring a dessert to share or a
donation ($5 or more suggested)
to support the church. Musicians
interested in performing, contact
John
Burnham
at:
coffeehouse@channingchurch.org
in advance. The third
2018 coffeehouse date is March
31st and will feature original
songwriting, as in January.

SMALL GROUPS
BEGIN SOON!

Channing’s highly popular Small
Group Ministry program is
beginning soon. The spring
“semester” will run for 7
sessions, beginning the week of
February 13 with meetings
being held every other week.

There will be two groups both
of which will meet on Tuesdays
from 7:00 to 9:00.

Small Groups provide
participants an opportunity to
reflect on and share their life’s
journey, while examining
important questions in a relaxed,
comfortable setting. It’s a great
way to meet new people, renew
old acquaintances, and connect
with some of the most unique,
diverse, and thoughtful minds in
our congregation. And … it’s
just a whole lot of fun!
If you would like to participate,
please contact Milly Jessen at
smallgroup@channingchurch.org

HELP DEVELOP A
#METOO SERVICE
WITH REV. BILL

I want to do a worship service
on the #MeToo movement on ,
March 18, but I believe I need a
boarder gender perspective than
one man’s point of view to put it
together. I’m inviting women
(and men) who would like to
offer guidance and perspectives
about this controversial cultural
phenomenon to meet with me at
7:15 p.m., Monday, February 12
for about an hour. I am not
seeking information about
personal experiences, unless a
person wants to share it.
~Rev Bill Zelazny
minister@channingchurch.org
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SECOND ANNUAL
CHOCOLATE FEST!

During Fellowship on
Sunday, February 11
On the Sunday
just
before
Valentine’s
Day, you are
invited to bring
your favorite
chocolate dessert/decadent
offering to share at Fellowship.
Homemade or Store Bought, we
hope you will join in the fun of
sharing your favorite super
chocolaty dessert or treats. No
need to pressure yourself
signing up...just show up with
your surprise chocolate
offering!
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