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ONLINE SUNDAY SERVICES LIVE FROM
THE SANCTUARY IN SEPTEMBER

LIVE WORSHIP VIA ZOOM!
Live Sunday worship services return to the Sanctuary with
the September 13th service. Unfortunately we are still unable to
open the Sanctuary for in-person services, but by using Zoom
technology we will be able to broadcast live services. Starting
Septembers 13, the live Zoom service will be approximately
a half hour, beginning at 10:00am. There will be a 10 minute
pre-service greeting time starting at 9:50am with an open
mike. The service will have most of standard elements including a
hymn, reading, meditation and homily.

Starting September 20th there will be a post service Zoom
Fellowship starting at 10:30am. BYO coffee and snack.
Here at the church there will be limited in-person outdoor
fellowship while the chimes play from 10:40am-11:10am.
More info on that to come!
Watch for an e-mails in September from Channing Church
with information about how to join the service and
participate in the fellowship time.
A very special note of thanks to the Zoom Service Tech Team that
has been working since July to prepare to broadcast our services –
John Burnham, Lead, Candy Martin, Project Planning Advisor, Ginny
Spaulding, JoAnn Rosemont, Tom Howard, JoAnne Ritchie, Susan
Kieronski and Michele Dubuc along with special assistance by Bob
Kieronski and Janet Grant.
~Rev. Bill Zelazny
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SUNDAY SERVICES

The Worship Committee and
Rev. Bill announce the topics
for the September services!
September 6
A pause to catch our breath and
prepare for our future services –
no new service posted today
September 13
Keep on Moving Forward
Rev. Bill Zelazny
We are a resilient group and
CMC is going to keep on moving
forward this year.
September 20
Starting Anew
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Even everyday life can enable us
to renew our commitment to
ourselves and to the larger
world.
September 27
Learning to Pray
Rev. Amy Freedman
Prayer or “vocalized” meditation
can heal, expand, calm,
empower, guide our minds and
hearts

CHIMING
CONCERTS
Sept. 6: Chris Ariel (10am)
Ingathering! Sept. 13: Jim
Freess (starts at 11:15am,
after the Ingathering Water
Ceremony, more info on pg. 7)
Chiming starts at 10:40am
beginning Sept. 20th!
Sept. 20: Linda Beall
Sept. 27: Cynthia Skelton
Many thanks to our chimers
Linda Beall, Janna Peterson,
Chris Ariel, Cynthia Skelton, and
Jim Freess . Their work is greatly
appreciated.

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
Each week , the children will be
sent home with a hands-on
project to extend their learning.

CHANNING
CHURCH LIFE
CONTINUES
In an abundance of caution the

church leadership and staff have
decided to not conduct church
programs in person, at least
through the Fall.
However,
though our buildings may be
closed, our church is open for
business and active. There are a
number of ways to stay
connected and involved
 Starting Sept. 13, live Zoom
worship services every
Sunday, also available
afterwards in a recorded
format
 TLC programs will be
offered on-line
 Children
religious
programming will be
presented
 WWW groups will continue
to meet and Great Guys
Group will start again after a
summer hiatus.
 Committee and program
teams will continue to
operate
 Ideas are being researched
a n d p l a n s a r e be i n g
developed to offer
opportunities for CMC
members to connect with
each other socially
 The
Social Action
Committee is organizing
several projects pertaining to
“UU the vote” and the 2020
census in which CMC
members can get participate
from their homes.
Stay involved, stay connected,
stay active with Channing
Memorial Church
~Rev. Bill Zelazny

CHANNING
CHURCH CHALICE
CHILDREN

After a long hiatus, we are back
in the groove! Last week we
started our outdoor meetings!
The children accompanied their
parents to Touro Park to use
bubble wands and have snacks
while listening to the chimes.
Afterwards we had our meeting
on the Channing House porch.
Usually we will have them in the
park, but it began to sprinkle.
Parents were invited to join us,
but there was no room on the
Porch!! In the park, they will be
able to.
We had 8 children!!
I was
excited to see them all! It was
like a mini-reunion! We started
our unit on peace, a which we
had voted on as our next unit
way back in March. As usual, I
was amazed by the insight our
Chalice Children have!!! 2 of
our children are a little older,
and they have requested to be
helpers. These two and I will be
working on a learning plan for
them, but they are happy to be
part of this group as helpers for
now!
We plan to continue our
outdoor meetings until the
weather gets too cold. We are
practicing social distancing and
mask wearing. All the snacks
and supplies are individualized.
Tom Beall and Amy Wittekind
will be assisting me as well.
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Stay tuned for photos and
possibly videos of our
adventures in learning through
the UU principles.
~JoAnne Ritchie,
Family Ministry Coordinator
Familyministry@channingchurch.org

CIRCLE OF
CONCERNS AND
JOYS

Saturday, September 19,
9:00am, Via Zoom
“Circle of Concerns
and Joys” is an
opportunity to gather
in an interactive,
supportive setting to
share
joys
and
concerns. During the pandemic
we’re gathering virtually, via
Zoom, rather than in
person. Each session includes
brief readings, sharing, shared
silence, and candle-lighting, and
lasts about an hour. All are
welcome!
Please email
Maryellen Doherty at
Circle@channingchurch.org a
few days beforehand if you’d like
to participate, and she’ll send
y ou the Zoom me e ting
information and readings. Plan to
sign in a few minutes early to get
settled before we begin at 9:00.
NEED A NEW
DIRECTORY?
Michele in the church office
is happy to email (or snail
mail) you a current
directory if you do not
already have one! You can
contact
her
at
office@channigchurch.org

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT OF
THE BOARD
Greetings Channing members
and friends! Much has happened
since the last publication of the
Catalyst as we continue to move
through these challenging times.
Elections are closer at hand and
it has been a long time since the
outcome has been so important,
so significant, in the direction
our country will take. Shortterm results will have decidedly
significant long-term
consequences so our votes
matter like never before.
And then there is COVID-19
and all the challenges brought to
the human community by this
virus that “just won’t quit!” It
has affected every facet of our
lives from personal contact with
family and friends, to grief over
loss of health and of loved ones,
to financial concerns for our
savings and businesses, to
joblessness, and to the difficulties
presented to all families with
children who must now worry
about the education of their
children and how they can
balance work and the needs of
their young ones.
So how can we be hopeful in
times like these? What can we
do as individuals and
communities? We can share and
connect. We can share our
concerns, our stories and listen
to others, offering words of
acknowledgement of their
offerings of self, and support, not
just the perfunctory “oh that
must be difficult” but real

support … showing up, asking
for updates and offering
resources…. A joke we heard, a
video we saw that offers the
message that we will get through
these times and all we can do is
just what we can do, individually
and together.
Let’s take a look at what some
members of Channing are doing.
Black Lives Matter has been
strongly echoed and supported
by Channing members. Nan
Heroux and the social action
folk have participated in the UU
the Vote project to help make
sure people will know what to
do so they can vote. The Vision
2025 steering committee put
together a presentation for the
congregation and the special
meeting of the Channing
Community voted resoundingly
to move forward with the
Capital campaign which will
ensure the maintenance and
development of our Sacred
Space for Channing members,
present and future, to enjoy into
the next century. Worship
committee members and our
newly formed Tech team headed
up by John Burnham and Jeff
Thomas have worked diligently
to bring our weekly Spiritual
messages to us … brilliantly, and
however they can! The Chimers
have done a fantastic job
bringing us some “live” time
every week, and those
connections made in the time of
COVID-19 in Touro Park will be
remembered as a very bright
spot in our week. And behind
the scenes our minister, Rev.
Bill, (he had a vacation????), our
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Children’s program coordinator
JoAnne Ritchie, our music
director Janet Grant and our
ever so talented office manager
Michele Dubuc have kept the
faith and kept our programs
moving forward. And that is not
all, but I only have so much
space …
So my friends in faith, Channing
continues to be an amazing
Community of talented and
committed individuals who
together do so much to make
the world a better place even in
the midst of our most difficult
times! It is an honor to be a part
of this outstanding organization.
Peace and blessings to all.
Continue to stay safe and well.
~Ginny

MONEY MATTERS

I want to give you an update on
a few things about Channing’s
finances……
We ended the 19/20 fiscal year
with a surplus of almost $20,000,
with very little fiscal impact
initially from the pandemic and
the halting of in-person Sunday
services.
However, that picture has
changed since July 1. Most of
our regular expenses continue,
as our core staff are working and
our buildings still need to be
operated and maintained at a
basic level, plus we are incurring
new costs for our virtual Sunday
services, and in other ways that
help our congregation to stay in
touch with each other and carry
out church activities.
Meanwhile, we have had a
significant reduction in the
amount of funds being received
Continued on next page

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Money Matters Continued

to offset the loss of Sunday
collections. In normal times we
received over $600 a month
from the Sunday plate. We are
now receiving less than half that
amount. If you are able, please
try to send a check once a
month for the amount you
previously put in the collection
plate each month. The checks
received for Share the Plate have
decreased as well.
Some good news is that our
Finance Committee Chair, Chris
Laudon, is working with Bank
Newport on two projects:
First, she successfully applied for
a Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) loan of $28,000+ which we
anticipate will be forgiven in the
future.
Second, she is re-negotiating our
mortgage to decrease the
interest rate and shorten the
length of this debt. Terry Gavan
is helping with this effort. This
should have a very positive
impact on our budget going
forward. We will keep you
posted.
Bob Janiesch has retired after
eight years as our Financial
Secretary. Our thanks to Bob for
his many years of service to
Channing. Joan Dermody has
graciously agreed to assume that
position and will be assisted by
our bookkeeper, Anne Marie
Herndon.
Both are being
oriented to their new roles.
This makes it especially
important that you always
put in the memo line the
purpose of each check. Do
not assume that the new team
will be able to figure it out the
way Bob often could!

In closing, I want to assure you
that we have money in the bank
and are able to pay our bills, plus
we have contingency funds if we
need them. However, without
the PPP funds, and without a
consistent income stream, we
would be operating at a deficit
this fiscal year. We would all
much prefer to continue to stay
in the black and not to have to
dip into our financial reserves
unless we have no other choice.
Thank you for helping us live
within our means!
Meanwhile, and most
importantly, may you and your
loved ones stay healthy and safe.
~Julie Herrick, Treasurer

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN CORNER

“SLATED” FOR
SUCCESS!
The results of the Capital
Campaign vote are in! Channing
members met on August 12 for
the
special
Zoom
Congregational meeting; had a
very good turnout of 56
members; received votes from
96% of the attendees; and
logged in positive votes from
91% of those. Work can now
begin on raising funds for Phase I
(Sanctuary Roof Repair) and
Phase II (Utility Work/Landscape
Repair), from the Vision 2025
Task Force’s master plan. We
will continue to keep you
informed as we move through
different phases of Vision 2025
process. Thanks to all for your
commitment to Channing
Memorial Church!

The following is Ginny’s
statement for the weekly
email, on which I based the
above:
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Capital Campaign Vote by the
Congregation
Greetings members and friends of
Channing Church. The results of the
Capital Campaign vote are in!
There were about 56 in attendance
at our special Capital Campaign
congregational meeting and 54 of
those attendees voted! That is way
more than a quorum! Thank you all
for “showing up!” This number
really shows the commitment of the
Channing Community to the
Church’s needs. The vote was
overwhelmingly in favor of going
forward with the Capital Campaign
at this time. The yes votes
constituted 91% of the total, no
votes were 8% and abstentions
were 1%. As is common, we learn
much by your questions and
concerns raised … so again, thank
you all for attending, informing
yourselves, and for voting. We will
continue to keep you informed as
we move through different phases
of Vision 2025 process.
Stay well,
Ginny

CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS

Monday-Friday
9:00am-1:00pm
Closed Monday, Sept. 7 in
observance of Labor Day
These hours are subject to
change, please always call ahead
if you need to come into the
office for any reason.
Michele will also
be here on Sunday
mornings starting
September 13 to
assist with the Live Zoom
Worship Services

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY

CAREGIVING UPDATE
We hope you all have had a
good summer, despite the
continuing COVID-19 concerns
and everything else that has
made 2020 a most unusual year.
Our in-person Sunday services
and many church activities will
not resume for some time to
come, but our Caregiving
volunteers will still be working
to keep up with the news and
n e e d s o f th e C h a n ni n g
congregation.
Congratulations to Diane Bonds,
who became a grandma in June!
Art Haley-McGinn was born on
June 28 to Hannah Rose Haley
and Marty McGinn.
We learned with sadness of the
death of Barbara RussellWillett’s brother Hank Russell in
July. Hank was a talented nature
photographer, and Barbara and
Tom joined the rest of her family
in Michigan for an outdoor
memorial service to celebrate
Hank’s life.
We also were deeply saddened
to hear of the unexpected death
of Channing’s former minister,
the Rev. Dr. Jay Deacon, in July
in Springfield, MA. Jay’s family
has asked Rev. Bill and Channing
Church to help create a
memorial service for Jay, which
will be held via Zoom on Sept.
26. Details will follow for those
who would like to tune in.
Please keep Tom Beall in your
thoughts – at the time of this
writing, he is hospitalized with a
blood infection, but getting
better each day and should soon
be home!

You never know how much
Caregiving kindnesses may mean
to someone. We recently heard
from a recipient that she will be
making a monthly donation to
Channing Church in honor of
Cynthia Skelton, to thank her for
providing shopping assistance.
Thank you so much for your
kind efforts, Cynthia!
Much gratitude goes out to our
Caregiving coordinators who
served during July and August –
Joy Benson, Kathy Takata,
Lindsay Cassidy, and Barbara
Russell-Willett.
Please
remember that if we can be of
assistance to you or any of our
other Channing members or
friends, help is just a phone call
away. During September, our
Caregiving coordinators will be
Tom Beall and Betsy Leerssen.
Please continue to stay safe and
well – and enjoy the change of
seasons as fall approaches!
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

COMMUNITY
MEAL
The Channing Community Meal
is the 3rd Monday of the month
at 5:00pm. The meal still goes
on, but in a different format.
Every month we (Joan Dermody
and Joy Benson) bring 25 bagged
meals to the shelter and have 25
available for those who come to
Channing. We pass them out
outside so everyone remains
safe.
~Joy Benson, Meal Manager
5

MARGIT BAUM
FUND
In times of need, Channing
Memorial Church’s Margit Baum
Fund continues to jump into
action to aid others. During the
Covid19 shutdown in April, the
committee answered an
emergency request for funds to
aid the Latino community with a
donation of $2000. This much
needed money was used so that
the Conexion Latina Newport
could provide food resources to
the neediest families amongst
our Hispanic community in
Newport. These families live
throughout the city and make up
the backbone of our hospitality
industry, hence they were
hardest hit by this economic
crisis. We supported their work
to help 161 households,
consisting of 554 adults and 228
children.
~Judith Porter, for the
Margit Baum Committee
THE LEARNING
CENTER AT
CHANNING
Best
September
wishes from TLC.
Please
look
for
updates on upcoming
programs in the Channing
weekly email, and contact
Susan
Kieronski
at
TLC@channingchurch.org
with questions or creative ideas
for future TLC offerings

SOCIAL ACTION & ANNOUNCEMENTS
ECO BITS & TIPS

Charging up Your Building
Materials
We live in a world where we
are constantly relying on our
devices both at home and on
the go. Documenting moments,
getting directions, and
contacting loved ones can be
done virtually anywhere and at
any time. What is crucial,
though, for these devices is
relatively frequent charging.
The storage of electricity is
essential for the modern world.
But what if our building
materials served a purpose
beyond shelter and insulation? If
they could store electricity, not
just for charging our phones,
but in larger quantities as well?
New research at Washington
University in St. Louis is delving
into the making of “smart
bricks,” which store electricity.
The basic construction material
being used as the basis is red
brick. They make good catalysts
because of their low cost and
prevalence in the built
environment. Both regular
bricks and recycled bricks can
be used for these electricitystoring building modules.

Source: togilore. “New Research Shows
Potential in Storing Energy in Red Bricks.”
Archinect, 12 Aug. 2020, archinect.com/
news/article/150211021/new-researchshows-potential-in-storing-energy-in-redbricks.

To summarize the process of
building and storage, a polymer
coating is able to penetrate the
porous brick material. That
coating serves as a sponge for
electricity, keeping it throughout
the volume of any given brick.
Whole walls of these bricks
could store significant amounts
of energy and help in situations
where emergency lighting is
needed. And the bricks can be
recharged quickly, too.
“A Most Important Fall”
This Fall, a most sacred,
constitutionally protected right
can be exercised. Sorry,
hyperbole is “out the window”
on this. Of course, I am speaking
about voting. Catherine is right
at this very moment, filling out
an absentee ballot for the
Democratic Primary. The ballot
is due September 8th. Advice on
the ballot is to get it in the mail
by September 2nd. Not enough
time in my opinion with all the
Post Office shenanigans we’re
reading about now. Requesters
of absentee ballots for the fall
need to act soon on this with an
application.
It is critical for all of us, our
freedoms, our health and
livelihoods, the environment and
the safety of each and every
American and world citizen to
vote. With everything at stake,
we are in desperate need for a
new President. More on this in
October Ecobits where we will
delve into the differences
between both major party
candidates on environmental
issues.
~Catherine and Craig Gaspard,
For the Green Cong.
Committee
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DON’T FORGET:
2020 IS A CENSUS
YEAR!
Have You Taken the Census?
Please Do! It Will Make A Big
Difference to Rhode island
and Newport if You are
Counted! Go to:
https://2020census.gov/
en.html
The
latest
Census
data
s h o w
Newport’s
response rate
of 53.3% is slightly more than
10% below the national
response rate.
One way you can help is by
completing the census for all
properties where you reside at
during the year. Count yourself
at the address where you live
and sleep most of the time. For
any other property you own but
only use part of the time,
please:
 Visit www.my2020census.gov
 Enter the Census ID or the
address for the secondary
property
 Enter “0” for the number of
people living at the property
 Hit Next and when a “soft
error” occurs, click Next again
 Select “No” when asked to
confirm no person lives at this
property
 Select the primary reason –
most likely Seasonal
 You are done!
Encourage everyone you
know to complete the
Census, either by visiting
www.my2020census.gov or
by calling 844 -330-2020.
~Sheila McEntee
For the Social Action
Committee

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INGATHERING
WATER
CEREMONY

Sunday, Sept. 13, 11:00am, in
front of Channing House
We may be doing church a bit
differently this year, but we did
not forget about our tradition
of starting the church year with
the Water Ceremony on Ingathering Sunday, September
13, 2020.
Our ceremony this year will be
a drive-by/walk-by ceremony.
Bring a small amount of water
from your home to pour into
the bowl.
We also are
conducting
a
nonperishable food collection
for the ML King Center. To
commemorate this special
water service in the time of
Corona-19, we plan to take a
picture of you pouring your
water into the bowl which we
will incorporate into a photo
collage.
The ceremony and food
collection is from 11:00 –
11:10
a.m., in front of
Channing House.
Drive
down to the church,
coming in from Bellevue
Ave, and turn into the east
driveway entrance. Rev. Bill
will greet you and offer you the
bowl in which to pour your
water. Or you can walk up the
drive to pour your water into
the bowl. A volunteer will be
there to collect your food gift
as you leave.

Then stay for a
chiming concert at
will begin at 11:15.
G a the r in T our o Pa r k ,
maintaining appropriate social
distancing and wearing face
masks, or course, to listening to
Chimer Jim Freess give you a
special in-gathering gift of bell
music
This is a rain or shine event.
~Rev. Bill Zelazny

MEMORIAL
SERVICE FOR REV.
JAY DEACON

At the request of his
family, Rev. Bill
Zelazny will officiate
at a memorial service
to honor the life of
Rev. Jay Deacon from
the Channing Church
sanctuary on Saturday
September 26 at 2:00 p.m.
The service will be broadcast via
Zoom. Information about joining
the service will be sent to the
congregation the week of
September 21.
“In lieu of
flowers” donation information
will be provided by the family
later in the month.
~Rev. Bill Zelazny

13 WAYS TO
SUPPORT SENIORS
IN OUR
COMMUNITY

From
StandUpForCaregivers.org
Our changing needs mean that
many of us start to experience
mobility limitations, physical
impairments and cognitive
changes. Because not all of the
seniors in our community have
family nearby to assist with their
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needs, the church community
can step up in a big, impactful
way. Below is a great list of
resources on plugging in to help
seniors in need:
Assisting with Aging-inPlace Needs:
 4 Questions You Should Ask
About Senior Safety At
Home
 The Most Common InHome Injuries for Seniors
and How to Prevent Them
 11 Low-Cost Aging in Place
Modifications You Can Do
Yourself
Assisting with Daily Living
Needs:
 5 Tasks Seniors Need Help
With the Most
 Transportation: What
Caregivers Need to Know
 Paying for Assistive
Technology
 18 Quick, Easy and Healthy
Meals for Seniors
 Healthy Aging in Place: 3
Ideas for Seniors Who Want
to Eat Nutritiously
 Protective Face Masks Resources on Making and
Wearing Them







Assisting with Social
Isolation Needs:
How To Avoid Loneliness
And Social Isolation For
Seniors
6 Ways to Help Seniors Stay
Social
What to Put in a Care
Package for Seniors
Tips to Help Seniors Boost
Physical and Mental Health
During Quarantine

