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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
CORNER
“Slated” for Success!

Channing Memorial Church was built in 1880,
on the centenary of William Ellery Channing’s
birth, as a memorial to this extraordinary man.
Our historic Sanctuary, and our faith tradition,
Rev. William Ellery Channing: hold a continuing and significant place in the
detail from an 1815 portrait by history of Rhode Island. The principles that
Gilbert Stuart
Channing stood for are formative in key civic
ideals of the United States: liberty of conscience and belief, the dignity
of each human being, and the responsibility of each citizen for the
betterment of society.
We Rhode Islanders are especially proud of our state’s origins as the
colony founded as “The Lively Experiment”; the cradle of religious
tolerance in America. This unique settlement attracted a remarkable
diversity of religious groups, which were all part of the world of
William Ellery Channing (1780-1842) while he was growing up in
Newport in the years following the American Revolution.
Channing pursued his education at Harvard, where he excelled, and he
graduated in 1798. From 1803 until 1842, he was the much-respected
minister of the very important Federal Street Church in Boston.
Channing became an inspiring humanist and writer and a champion of
human rights, dignity, and social reform. He was especially vocal in
areas of free speech, education, peace, relief for the poor, and
abolition of slavery.
In 1836 Newport’s first Unitarian society, then meeting at 83 Mill
Street as the Unitarian Congregational Church of Newport, invited
Rev. William Ellery Channing to speak at their dedication ceremony.
Despite his ill health, Channing rallied, and gave a lecture for the
occasion, entitled "Christian Worship”.
We who live near the sea often find peace and inspiration, and a
connection to the vastness of creation, near the shore. William Ellery
Channing felt this too. He told that Newport congregation, "No spot
on earth has helped to form me so much as that (Easton’s) beach.
There I lifted up my voice in praise amidst the tempest. There, in
reverential sympathy with the mighty power around me, I became
conscious of power within."
Continued on Page 3
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SUNDAY SERVICES

10:00am: Live Zoom Worship
10:30am: Live Zoom Fellowship
10:45am: Chiming & In Person
Fellowship in Touro Park
November 1
Upon What We Can
Depend
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Within a very short time our
world, which seemed pretty
secure, has become filled with
uncertainties. Stable relationships
between countries have become
fragile, a routine election process
that has been routine for
decades is now fraught with
difficulties, man and women who
a dv oc a te d es tr oy i ng the
government have come out of
the back woods with their guns.
Voices from the right and left
and middle all proclaim to have
the truth. What can we depend
on? Bill will look at this question
in his sermon this Sunday.
This is our Fun First Sunday. This
month Rev. Bill is inviting us to
show a mask or costume on screen
to mark Halloween. We’ll take a
moment to peruse the screens to
see what amusement we brought to
the service.




November 8
Religion and Spirituality
Represented in Film
Dr. Vanessa Ament
Religion intersects with film not
only in film content and
presentation, but also in the
production and experience of
film. Seminary classmate of Rev.
Bill, author and professor of film,
Dr Ament, will discuss the role
and place of religion in the
movies.
Continued on Page 2

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
Dr. Ament held the Edmund F. and
Virginia B. Bell Endowed Chair as
Professor of Telecommunications at
Ball State University, taught film
history, sound and aesthetics and
popular culture at Georgia State
University and is currently Senior
Consultant for Undergraduate
Education at UC Riverside. She has
written several books on film sound
and is a foley (sound effects) artist,
singer, songwriter, and performer.
This Sunday is our Community
Service Second Sunday!
Please bring a non-perishable
food donation to the in person
Fellowship or drop off your
donation to the church office
before noon on Friday, Nov.
6th.
You can leave your
donation on the covered front
porch of Channing House,
Michele will bring them to the
MLK Food Pantry.
November 15
Gifting in Stone
Prof. Robert “Thor”
Thorson
Professor Thorson will tell the
story of why pink granite, rather
than some other material, came
to be used for the physical
Channing Memorial Church,
which envelops the spiritual
church.
Reaching back into
history, and then into deep time,
he will explain how this human
gift emerged from a series
natural gifts extending eons back
in time.
Robert M. Thorson is a member
and former board member of of
Channing Memorial Church. Since
2007 he has spoken twice a year
for his fellow members. His vitae
boils down to this statement,
written as a byline for Orion
Magazine:
Midwestern native
turned Western geologist turned
New England academic.

November 22
The Other half of
the Thanksgiving
Story
Rev. Bill Zelazny
The Thanksgiving story we
learned as children comes from
a perspective of the Pilgrims as
the main characters. The story
puts the Wampanoag Indians
into a supporting role. As part
of our endeavor to become
more attuned to the multicultural aspect of our country’s
history, Bill will talk about the
Wampanoag’s place in our New
England/American cultural story.
November 29
A Presentation by Professor
John Kaag
John Kaag is an award-winning
author, and Chair of the
Philosophy Department at
UMASS Lowell. You may
remember John, he gave a
presentation here for TLC last
November entitled: Sick Souls,
Healthy Minds: Can Philosophy
Save Your Life?

ONLINE WORSHIP
Two ways!

Watch on Zoom! The Zoom
link is sent out to everyone on
the church mailing list in the
Friday E-News and again on
Sunday morning . Zoom
Fellowship immediately follows
Zoom Worship.
Live
streamed
on
YouTube! The Worship
Service will also be live
streamed on Channing’s
YouTube channel : YOUTUBE
Channing Memorial Church
Newport RI and will be
available for viewing
afterwards.
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SUNDAY
CHIMING
Nov. 1: Jim Freess (10:45am)
Nov. 8: Cynthia Skelton
(10:45am)
Nov. 15: Linda Beall
(9:30am & 10:45am)
Nov. 22: Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
Nov. 29: Christine Ariel
(9:30am & 10:45am)
Many thanks to our chimers,
their work is greatly
appreciated!

CHANNING
CHALICE CHILDREN

The Chalice Children have been
meeting weekly outside at Touro
Park. We finished our unit on
peace and now we’re working
on a unit on Caring for the Earth
Each Day, the UU seventh
principle. The children’s biggest
concern has been litter, including
cigarette butts, ending up in the
ocean, which endangers the
marine life.
We have also adopted Touro
Park. Most Sundays we pick up
litter and collect twigs. We are
hoping that this will help keep
the park clean and safe to play
in.
We plan to continue meeting
outside, as long as it’s warm
enough, and will be starting a
new unit in a few weeks… Stay
tuned for updates!
For more information about
our Family Ministry
program contact JoAnne
Ritchie at familyministry@
channingchurch.org
~JoAnne Ritchie,
Family Ministry Coordinator

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Greetings to
Channing
members and
f r i e n d s .
A n o t h e r
month
has
flown by! I sincerely hope you
were each able to take some
time to drive, walk, bike, or
kayak around and take in the
gorgeous fall foliage. There is no
where else as sublime as rural
New England in the Fall! As the
air chills a bit more, we have
continued challenges to face with
how to do “us” as covid-19
increases and we begin to move
our personal gatherings indoors.
Holidays approach and yet we
must still remain cognizant of
safety issues for the health and
well-being of all. We cannot be
impatient or inattentive as we
continue to do battle with these
tiny viruses that can take us over
in a flash! Never feel bad about
setting limits and taking
precautions, the life you affect
may be your grandchild’s!!
Activities at Channing and
around our community continue
to march on with gusto! Live
(virtual) and in the Church
services, continue to be
wonderful and enjoyed by many.
Chats through many avenues
around the Church have
flourished and our connections
seem stronger than ever. Stay
tuned to the weekly Channing
email blast as this format is the
most direct way to stay
informed and ensure your
involvement in Channing and
other local activities. The capital

campaign is off to an amazingly
wonderful start and work on
our roof should begin as soon as
we lock down a contract. The
stewards for the campaign will
be continuing their calls
throughout November and
December so be thinking of
what you will be able to give
remembering that we are
responsible for carrying on the
legacy of our historic Church
building. You can learn more
about our building through
Susan Kieronski’s Capital
Campaign Corner and some
upcoming TLC presentations.
It’s truly fascinating how the
Church was built and how the
history of the times influenced
the process.
And again, my deepest gratitude
goes out to all the volunteers
who do the work of our
Church. Always remember that
without volunteers we would
not exist! So, stay informed
about what’s going on and what
is needed. And please
remember, I and the Board want
to hear if you have ideas and
suggestions that will help us
reach more people in more
helpful ways. We want you to
do what is exciting and fun for
you, so, share your ideas and
wishes … if you can think it …
just maybe we can make it
happen!! And remember, you
don’t have to do everything but
doing something you enjoy is
what makes our Church come
alive, and be the great
community it is, a great place to
be … and to be together!
Have a super November!
Stay safe and be well,
~Ginny
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CA PITAL CAM P AIG N C OR NE R
CONTI NU E D

In Rev. Channing’s lifetime, he
was a most influential religious
and philosophical leader. Long
after his death, his writings were
translated into many languages
and were well-known beyond
America’s shores.
By now, some of you have
been contacted by Channing
friends, requesting that you
consider a contribution to
the
current
Capital
Campaign.
As you know,
funds are being raised to repair
Channing’s 140-year-old slate
roof; to upgrade our outdated
utilities; and to landscape the
area between buildings to be
more functional, attractive, and
safe. We hope that you will be
inspired to do your part to help
to preserve our magnificent
memorial to the illustrious
founder of American
Unitarianism, Rev. William Ellery
Channing!
Composed by Susan Kieronski, TLC,
with Information from Chris
Laudon’s William Ellery Channing
Tour and the 2008 application to
“Save America’s Treasures”.
Do you find
inspiration
in
the beauty of
our
Channing
Sanctuary?
Is
t h e r e
a
particular window, or feature
of the architecture or interior,
that your eyes turn to during
worship? Can you share some
impressions or personal
experiences? Please email (or
call) Susan Kieronski at:
TLC@channingchurch.org
Thanks!

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY

CAREGIVING
UPDATE

Warmest thanks to Betsy Dees
and Ruth Jernigan, who so kindly
served as Caregiving monthly
coordinators for October.
While we continue to hold most
of our church activities remotely,
keeping up with our
congregation members is so
important! It has been good to
have the opportunity for
outdoor fellowship after the
Zoom Sunday services in recent
weeks, while the weather has
stayed nice.
Many Channing members
participated in or watched the
Sept. 26 Zoom memorial service
for our former minister, the Rev.
Dr. Jay Deacon, who died
unexpectedly in late July. Thank
you so much to Rev. Bill and all
those who planned and
contributed to a lovely service
and virtual reception afterwards.
As many of you know, Channing
member Bill Campion passed
away on Oct. 1st. Bill was known
as a passionate supporter of
environmental causes; he
founded a research and
development company creating
microbe-based solutions to help
purify land and water from farm
waste. A memorial service will
be held at a later date. Anyone
who would like to send a
condolence card to Bill’s wife,
Jennifer, and family can send
these to 568 Bristol Ferry Road,
Portsmouth, RI 02871.

Please remember
that if we can be
of assistance to
you or any of our other
Channing members or friends,
help is just a phone call away.
During November, our
Caregiving coordinators will
be John Burnham and
Rachel Balaban .
Please continue to stay safe and
well. We wish you and your
families a blessed Thanksgiving,
though in this pandemic year we
may not be celebrating in the
ways that we are used to.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

COMMUNITY
MEAL
The Channing
Community
Meal is the
3rd Monday of
the month at 5:00pm. The meal
still goes on, but in a different
format. Every month we (Joan
Dermody and Joy Benson) bring
25 meals to the shelter and have
25 available for those who come
to Channing. We pass them out
outside so everyone remains
safe.
~Joy Benson, Meal Manager
Email: CommunityMeal@
channingchurch.org

My Forever Super Hero
Written by Fatima Devine and illustrated by Cynthia Laroche
Channing member, Fatima Devine has written a book about
Alzheimer's, based on personal experiences with her husband
George. Available on Amazon in paperback and eBook formats
My Forever Super Hero is a sensitive and
humorous narrative about a boy and his family’s
journey with Alzheimer’s disease. Based on the
actual experiences of the author and other
caregivers, the story is told from the perspective
of an adolescent son, providing the reader with
an understanding of the emotions and stress
experienced by family members. The reader can
also begin to see the difficulties experienced by
the family in accepting and understanding the
complications of this disease. Following the story,
the author provides an explanation of the range
of emotions a person will likely experience, as well as skills to better
manage those emotions. This book is a valuable resource for families
(and any other individuals) struggling to understand Alzheimer’s
disease and the impact it has on the family and loved ones.
Visit us on Facebook at My Forever Super
Hero or at our website at
myforeeversupererhero.godaddysites.com
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SOCIAL ACTION
ECO BITS & TIPS

The 2020 Election Aftermath,
a Hope
Hello there. We survived the
presidential election of 2020. By
survival, I mean all of us who
wanted to vote (hopefully)
were able to, either absentee,
early in-person, or actual
election day in-person. Aside
from “taking care of others, and
yourself”, to prevent the spread
of Covid-19, 2020 perhaps has
made all of us more
appreciative of what our form
of government is: a
“democratic republic.”
While our democracy is
approaching 250 years of age, it
has long relied on large doses
of trust: in the voting process;
in leaders who assume their
positions with the “public’s
interest” largely at the center
of governing; in reliance on a
governing document, the
constitution, that, while
amended twenty seven times,
along with a critical Bill of
Rights, remains largely a relic of
a newly independent “country”
freeing itself from the tyranny
of a monarch, the English
monarch.
So what does this have to do
with the environment,
sustainability and ultimately,
survivability you ask?
Everything, really everything.
That’s because business
interests lead by lobbyists, have
not only advocated for less
environmental protection,
loosening clean water and air
regulations through energy
production and fuel efficiency
standards. This administration
went so far as to put actual

fossil fuel lobbyists and
executives IN cabinet level
positions throughout the
administration.
The
Env ir onmenta l Pr otec tion
Agency and large federal land
management agencies, along with
unrelated agencies including the
Education Department in this
administration, have consistently
looked for guidance and support
primarily from organizations and
companies that would directly
benefit from “favorable”
decisions.
When government appointed
officials choose sides without
taking environmental costs into
account, and instead eliminate
protections in public health for
everyone who breathes air and
swims and even drinks the water
near or in their home, then
government is NOT balancing
priorities. Can we imagine a
country without; limitations on
Lead in paint or gasoline
a ddi tiv e s , ind u str i a l a nd
transportation; limits on air
pollution, or fresh or processed
foods; or, safeguards on
pesticide and fungicide residues
or other poisons that, at high
enough levels, are carcinogenic?
So when people converse and
argue about Republican versus
Democrat policies, and these
policies can be compared side-by
-side in a civil manner,
Americans can debate on equal
footing, and decide in the voting
booth. Trust and honesty, at
least as close as we can get as a
country, can help us overcome
lying, misinformation, selfdealing, corruption and law
breaking, all hallmarks of this
administration. If we add
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indifference, if not outright
incompetence, during this
pandemic which has lead to a
death toll closer to 300,000
(when additional deaths over
average background mortality is
considered), then all of us
realize just how fragile and
impor ta nt this i de a of
“American Democracy” really
is. I hope everyone is pleased
with the results!
~Craig Gaspard, The opinions
expressed are my own and not
of the church itself

.

SHARE THE PLATE
Our Share the Plate program
continues to make donations to
Newport Partnership for
Families.
Since July almost
$1000 has been collected
through share-the-plate.
Newport Partnership for
Families is made up of over 35
diverse
community
organizations working together
to enhance the quality of life for
all people in Newport, Rhode
Island. Find out more at:
newportpartnership.org
If you would like to
contribute to our Share the
Plate program please
include a separate check
with the memo “Share the
Plate” or “STP” when you
send in your pledge, thank
you!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CIRCLE OF
CONCERNS &
JOYS

Saturday, November 21,
9:00am, Via Zoom
“Circle of Concerns
and Joys” is an
oppor tunity
to
gather
in
an
interactive,
supportive setting to
share joys and concerns. We are
gathering virtually, via
Zoom. Each session includes
brief readings, sharing, shared
silence, and candle-lighting, and
lasts about an hour. All are
welcome!
Please email
Maryellen
Doherty
at
ConcernsAndJoys@channing
church.org a few days
beforehand if you’d like to
participate, and she’ll send you
the Zoom meeting information
and readings. Plan to sign in a
few minutes early to get settled
before we begin at 9:00.

WEDNESDAY
COFFEE BREAK

Wednesdays, 11:00am,
Via Zoom
Join Nancy Caswell and other
Channing friends for a weekly
“Coffee Break” via Zoom on
Wednesdays, at 11:00am. Email
N a n c y
a t :
coffeebreak@channingchurch.or
g in advance if you are interested
in participating so she can send
you the Zoom link.

FELLOWSHIP TWO
WAYS!

Our Sunday online worship
service is 10:00-10:30am.
Afterwards we have both in
person and online fellowship
available!
L ive
Z oom
Fellowship: At
the end of the
worship service
you
will
be
invited to stay on-line for
Fellowship for approximately 20
mi nute s
of
ope n
conversation. You may leave at
any time.
In Person Fellowship
and Chiming in Touro
Park: At the end of the service
exit from Zoom and come to
Touro Park for chiming concert
and outside, in person, socially
distanced fellowship with
Chiming from 10:45- 11:15am.
*Please note: We will not have
coffee or food available at
Fellowship. Please keep your
mask on and worn properly
while you enjoy the chiming
concert from Touro Park!

HOLIDAY
SUPPORT FOR OUR
COMMUNITY
We will once again be collecting
holiday gifts for others who need
our support this holiday season.
We will support teens and
families with gift certificates and
a list of suggested gifts for those
who prefer to shop. Some are
general and some are specific
wish list items.
We also will be preparing gift
bags for guests of our
community meal and shelter
residents. You can choose to
adopt one or several guests. You
will be able to pick up a bag/ bag
with list of suggested items to
put inside or use your own bag.
Further details to follow.
Contact Sally Hanchett at:
Support@channingchurch.org
for more information.

CHURCH CALENDAR
UPDATES NEEDED!
Is your Committee or Group meeting?
Please let us know!

If your committee or group is meeting or active
in some other way, please let Michele know
in the church office (401-846-0643 or
office@channingchurch.org ) so she can put
it on the church calendar and/or in the church
announcements. Even if you are meeting via zoom, it is
important to let us know, many thanks! Here is a link to
our online church calendar: Channing Calendar
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T H E L E A R N I N G C E N T E R AT C H A N N I N G

MOVING PAST DIVORCE
Zoom Q & A with Terry Gaspard, LICSW
Wednesday, November 11, 7:00PM
This program would be of potential interest to anyone in a committed
relationship, long term marriage or remarriage.
Please email TLC@Channingchurch.org to register, so that you will get
your Zoom invitation to the program!
We hope that you’ll have time beforehand to see TLC’s video interview of Terry, with
Jim Freess, at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8pmcwecWJM
and to visit Terry’s website at Movingpastdivorce.com

Available at Island Books
and on Terry’s website:
Movingpastdivorce.com

What a great opportunity to pose your questions to Channing member
Terry Gaspard, LICSW, author of the new “The Remarriage Manual: How
to Make everything Work Better the Second Time Around”, and
“Daughters of Divorce”! Terry has an active therapy practice in Bristol,
where she counsels couples and families. She frequently produces blogs and
articles, and has been featured on marriage-related podcasts.

PLEASE NOTE:
More videos from TLC have been posted on Channing’s YouTube channel!

Disinformation - a Zoom presentation featuring Jon Greenberg.
Jonathan Greenberg, senior correspondent with PolitiFact, (www.politifact.com)
the Pulitzer Prize-winning fact-checking news service, gives a talk on the work that Politifact does
to keep the news as accurate as possible. This video comprises a program in Zoom meeting format
from September 30, 2020, which features commentary followed by Q&A with Channing members
& friends. Here is the link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RyYK3PBm2og&t=177s
Two Videos by Bob Kieronski for Channing’s Capital Campaign
These videos are also available on Channing’s Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/ChanningChurchNewport
Please share them on your own Facebook page!
Slated for Success: What is it that makes Channing Memorial Church so special, unique, and
deserving of financial support from foundations? Susan Kieronski explores the collaborative spirit of
our community and the history of past capital campaigns.
Here is the link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vfsaT2BANk
Under the Roof
William Ellery Channing “speaks” in support of our Capital Campaign...Wait for it….
Here is the link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6d2X_hlb5Rc
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