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A Class about UUism
and Channing Church
Wednesday, January 13, 7:00pm, Zoom

Do You Have Questions About….
The history of Unitarianism and Universalism? The
history of Channing Memorial Church? What is involved
in being a member of the Channing Church community?
Please join Rev. Zelazny and representatives from the
Membership Committee to delve into some fascinating
facts, discovery and discussion.
This event is for everyone, with a special welcome to
those of you who have found your way to Channing
recently and might be considering joining the church. We
welcome you!
Contact the church office to reserve a spot and
receive the recommended reading material. The
Zoom link will be included in the January 8 “Friday
E-News”. Questions: Call (401) 846-0643 or email
Office@channingchurch.org
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10:00am: Live Zoom/YouTube
Worship
10:30am: Live Zoom Fellowship

January 3
Re-storying Our Lives
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Bill has been interested in the
phenomenon of how we tell our
life stories and how that telling
shapes who we believe we are.
On this first Sunday of a new
year Bill will explore the idea
that how we arrange the plot
points of our life into a narrative
shapes who are.
Fun First Sunday! New Years Eve
is a relatively few hours past, but
we can still mark the start of a new
year with a bit of silliness. Bill invites
everyone on put on their New
Year’s hat or bring out the noise
maker for a few minutes during the
service to show off the New Year’s
spirit.
January 10
Coming Home
Anna Smith
Anna Smith and her husband,
Jake, have returned to Newport
and Channing after having been
away on an adventure for seven
years. Anna will be sharing with
us her definition to the word
“home”, and what it means for
them to "come home.”
Anna Smith is an artist. Her life has
been her canvas — she has been
an interior designer and a
residential builder. She is a Reiki
Master-teacher and always, a
volunteer. For the past seven years
Anna and her husband of 61 years,
Jake, have been traveling the
world.
Continued on Page 2

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
Special Second Sunday Nonperishable Food Collection!
January 10th is
the Margit Baum
Committee’s
a nnua l dr i v e to c ollec t
nonperishable protein. Your
donations this year will go to
support Coexion Latina.
Suggestions for contributions
include (but are not limited to)
beans, canned stews, soups,
boxed macaroni and cheese,
Spam, peanut butter, canned
tuna, nuts, etc. We encourage
you to use your imagination. Any
other food donations would
certainly be appreciated as well.
Please drop off items on the
porch of Channing house the
morning of Sunday, January
10th, or earlier in the week.
January 17
Hope - Love - Faith
Mrs. Victoria Johnson
This Sunday, Mrs.
Victoria Johnson will
be
our
guest
presenter.
She
describes her talk this
way: “I will speak through the
building of the Middle Passage
Port Marker memorial, to the
need to honor all who arrived in
our fair city 400 years ago -Native Americans, Africans,
Jews, Irish Italians. With a few
moments of thought I will try to
describe our virtues and vices
through Hope, Love and Faith. It
is time for us to all work
together to be One Newport.”
Mrs. Johnson is a well-known
community leader in Newport. In
1996 she became the first Black
high school principal in Rhode
Island. Currently she is the CoChair of Newport Middle Passage

Port Marker Project.
She is a
member of the Newport
Community Baptist Church and is a
diligent advocate of justice for
Black people in Newport and the
country with her membership in
the Newport and national NAACP.
January 24
The Liberal and
Conservative Mind-set
Rev. Bill Zelazny
This country is
divided along a
fault line of
liberal
and
conservative
political and social philosophies.
Understanding these two belief
systems is a pretty tall order,
but this Sunday, four days after
the inauguration of the 46th
President of the United States,
Bill will tackle this project by
looking at the moral and
philosophical foundations of
what has become in modern
times diametrically opposed
viewpoints.

Share the Plate: This is our
traditional ―Share the Plate
Sunday‖ Channing members and
friends are encouraged to send a
separate check to the church office
– 135 Pelham St, Newport, RI
02840 – for the amount they
would have put in the collection
plate on the fourth Sunday. Please
put ―share the plate‖ on the memo
line. 100% of all money donated
will go to the January recipient, the
Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee (UUSC) which advances
human rights through grassroots
collaborations.
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January 31
From Where Does Hope
Spring?
Rev. Dr. Nina D. Grey
Our January
31
service
arrives as we
are
nearing
Groundhog
Day, Feb. 2,
and, as in the classic movie
Groundhog Day, we are
experiencing an ever-repeating
sameness. We suffer even if we
aren’t sick from Covid. Friends,
family, and others we know may
have gotten sick, and some may
have died. Alone in my
apartment I sometimes feel
lonely or afraid. You might too.
We miss our old lives and we
worry about our nation. And
even with the hope of the
vaccines and a new
administration, there is a lot we
do not know about our future.
This Sunday, in this hard time,
we ask “What does or might
sustain us? What are or can be
the sources of our hope? From
where does hope spring?
Rev. Nina Grey is the Minister
Emerita for the First Unitarian
Society of Chicago where she had
served as the senior minister from
1999 to 2011. She went on to
serve the Unitarian Fellowship of
Boseman, MT from which she
retired in 2016. Prior to Chicago,
she served churches in Keene, NH
and Philadelphia, PA
(Germantown). In retirement, Rev.
Grey is active in various social
justice initiatives to include climate
issues and voting rightsDr. Grey
received her M.Div from Andover
Newton Theological School and
DMin from McCormick Theological
Seminary.

CHURCH LIFE
COFFEE BREAK

SUNDAY
CHIMING

Tuesdays, 10:00am,
Via Zoom

CHALICE CHILDREN

Merry Christmas from the
Channing Children Families!!!

This has definitely been an
unusual holiday season for our
group!!!
Too cold to meet
outdoors, unwise to meet
indoors, and too active to have
another on-line meeting added
to our distance learning hours.
SO, we have gone the special
delivery route! Miss JoAnne has
dropped a package at each
family’s house with the materials
to actively work on a spiritual
project. Each package contains a
story, a list of you tube videos
and books pertaining to the
topic, coloring and activity pages,
and some other goodies. This
first project is about,
appropriate for the season, THE
SPIRIT OF GIVING. The next
one will be about beliefs and
cultures around the world.
Hopefully we will be able to
start meeting outdoors in late
March to finish our unit on
CARING FOR THE EARTH
EACH DAY.
Reverend Bill has asked me to
create a short program for
helping parents navigate their
family’s spiritual lives.
The
emphasis will be on juggling
diverse beliefs within the family.
Stay tuned!
For more information about our
Family Ministry program contact
JoAnne Ritchie at
familyministry@
channingchurch.org

The Rev. Bill Coffee Chat
continues
on,
unabated...it's on Zoom,
now on Tuesday mornings from
10:00-11:00 a.m.
There are eight of us that get
together, and we'd enjoy
welcoming new attendees! If
you'd like to join, please email Nancy Caswell, the
Z o o m
H o s t :
coffeebreak@channingchurc
h.org so she can send you
the Zoom Invite Link on the
Monday before each session.

Jan. 3: Cynthia Skelton
(10:45am)
Jan. 10: Christine Ariel
(9:30am) and Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
Jan. 17: Cynthia Skelton
(10:45am)
Jan. 24: Linda Beall (9:30am and
10:45am)
Jan. 31: Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
Please stop and listen, masked
and socially distanced,
from in and around
Touro Park.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
CORNER
“Slated” for Success!
Here’s a New Year’s update from the
Vision 2025 Capital Campaign:
Pledges continue to come in! We have raised $256,648 in written
pledges, have had $200,000 committed from the anonymous donor,
and have been given an additional $5,775 in cash. The total raised to
date is a pretty impressive $462,423, which is 58% of the
$800,000 needed to complete Phases 1 and 2.
As we work to raise the other 42%, we’re striving for 100%
participation, to show the foundations how committed
our congregation is to this campaign.
You may have stopped by to hear the Channing chimes, and noticed
that the scaffolding is up in preparation for the roofers to start.
Although the work is weather dependent, the Crocker Co. hopes to
be finished with work on the roof (Phase 1) by the end of winter. As
spring unfolds, work can begin to upgrade the ancient utilities serving
our campus, and to improve the safety, aesthetics and usage of the
corridor between our buildings. (Phase 2)
We will be applying to foundations in 2021, with our first grant
deadline coming up on Jan. 15. We’re hopeful, with an
enthusiastic showing of support from the congregation, that
Channing’s projects will be favorably considered. Watch for
updates!
~Susan Kieronski for TLC/ Capital Campaign

~JoAnne Ritchie,
Family Ministry Coordinator
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FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Greetings
and
Happy
New
Year! And so,
this is the time of
year that we
review the past years “top hits”
“top achievements” “top people”
etc. etc. etc. and make those
New Years resolutions. As I look
back on my personal year, my
professional year and my
volunteer year, I find there is so
much that has happened that I
am befuddled about how in the
world it was all possible. And as I
l ook ba ck on Channing
Congregation’s past year, I am
amazed all over again that so
much, of such major
proportions, has been achieved.
Covid-19 changed our landscape
for just about everything … and
look what we have done. We
continued with our weekly
services and meetings through a
completely new platform
through the joint efforts of a
superb tech team, Board
approval of funding for needed
equipment, consultation and
training, and member support
through active participation in
continuing Church activities.
Social action and caregiving
committees have been terrific in
activities such as UU the vote,
Black Lives Matter initiatives,
community meal participation,
organization of food collections,
holiday gift bags and Christmas
tree gifts, share the plate, and tid
-bits from the green
congregation which have
appeared in the Catalyst. Notes,
cards, visits, cookies, and
Christmas plants have been
delivered by caregiving for those

members and friends with
illnesses and special
circumstances in their lives.
Though some committees have
not formally met, there has been
tremendous behind the scenes
work on membership and
interweave. WWW’s, book
clubs, Minister’s coffee hour, and
wonderful Chalice Circle groups
have been engaged so that we
can stay connected and deepen
our understanding of ourselves
and each other.
And then there is the amazing
work of the Capital Campaign
committee who through the
generosity of our members and
friends have raised over
$400,000.00 in pledges so that
phase one of our Vision 2025
plan could begin. The Channing
learning center group has done a
tremendous job publicizing the
history of our beautiful building.
And again, as I was in the
sanctuary reading for the
Christmas service, I was brought
to tears at really observing our
beautiful stained-glass windows
and superb architectural detail
of this amazing sacred space. It
will be truly wonderful when we
can again physically gather
together under one roof, OUR
NEW ROOF, which protects all
our treasures, and people, under
it! Afterwards, as I was walking
to my car, I saw a number of
people gathered in the Park to
hear the Bell concert. I chatted
with them … they brought
Champaign, were chilling it in
the snow, to celebrate a
birthday as they listened to our
Christmas bell concert. A very
inspiring moment realizing that
what we have financially and
programmatically supported, is
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bringing much joy to others!
Thanks to all our musicians,
choir, uke-ladies, and especially
the chimers. You bring such
beauty and joy!
So, what about resolutions and
wishes for the new year? Here
are a few of mine. May we each
find ways to feel moments of
peace in the midst of the chaotic
swirl of our universe and times.
May we continue to find the
energy to serve our community
and be good Bodhisattvas! May
we continue to make those vital
connections with each other, so
loneliness is non-existent, and
sense of shared community
grows. May we each eat, drink,
and be merry as we travel from
day to day and make our spaces
and the space around us a
paradise. I remember an old Girl
Scout song … “Make new
friends but keep the old, one is
silver and the other’s gold.”
Amen
~Ginny
PLEASE “MEMO”
YOUR CHECKS TO
CHANNING!
A note of appreciation from
your Financial Secretary to those
of you who have sent in checks
for your pledges, share the plate,
virtual plate, Vision 2025
Campaign or miscellaneous
donations. It has been very
helpful that you have used the
memo line to designate where
you want your funds applied. It
can be difficult to make a note
to bank checks; it's been very
helpful that you have included a
note to specify your intended
designation.
~Joan Dermody

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
CAREGIVING
UPDATE

We hope the holiday
season was a good
one for all of you and
your families!
Thank you to Beth Milham, who
passed along the news of the
death of Al Iglesias, a long-time
member of Channing who was
active in our congregation into
the 1990s. Sadly, his wife Anita
also died within the past year.
According to his Newport Daily
News obituary, they are survived
by a daughter, who lives in
Portsmouth.
Sending our very best wishes for
a complete and quick recovery
to Jim Freess, who had foot
surgery a week before
Christmas.
He is expecting
about eight weeks of non-weight
bearing restrictions, but you may
see him riding his “cool little
knee scooter” in the meantime!
Many thanks to Joy Benson and
Mary Benson, who served as
Caregiving coordinators for
December. While they didn’t
have a lot of news to share for
the Catalyst, they were busy
checking in with various
congregants with whom we
communicate on an ongoing
basis.
As we come to the end of the
very difficult year of 2020, and
we see hopeful signs for
vaccinations and finally
controlling the pandemic, we
know there are still those who
are not able to get out regularly
and are feeling isolated. Please
remember that the Channing
Caregiving team is always
available to offer support to

anyone who is
needing a bit of
cheer.
If you
know
of
someone who
could use a friendly phone call or
some other assistance, we
welcome hearing from you. You
can
contact
JoAnn
Rosemont, Sally Hanchett,
Lindsay Cassidy, or one of
this month’s caregiving
coordinators, Beth Milham
and Nan Heroux.
Please remember that if we can
be of assistance to you or any of
our other Channing members or
friends, help is just a phone call
away.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

THANK YOU
CHANNING!
From Sally Hanchett, Giving
Tree and Holiday Gift Bag
Facilitator: Once again in spite
of current circumstances,
Channing members and friends
stepped forward to provide
toiletry gift bags for our
community meal guests and
residents of McKinney Shelter.
We also had great support for
our giving tree, which provided
holiday support to families and
teens. Your generosity and
support for this annual project is
greatly appreciated by me and
by those who received this bit
of holiday cheer.

A Poem from Ruth Jernigan:

The Holidays are Here
No family nor friend dared to be near
It was difficult not to shed a tear
Wait, what is that I hear?
It’s the Channing Chimes welcoming
the New Year
Perhaps 2021 will erase our fear
With thanks to our Channing
Chimers for bringing us cheer,
Cynthia Skelton, Jim Freess,
Janna Pederson, Christine
Ariel, and Linda Beall
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From
Joy
Benson,
Community Meal Manager:
Thanks to everyone who
contributed gifts for our
community meal participants.
They were thrilled to get such
great presents. Joan Dermody
continues to make hot bagged
meals for everyone and we had
the additional help of Nan
Heroux, Priscilla Munro, and
Sherrill Warch who helped
deliver gifts to the shelter.
Hopefully, by next Christmas
we’ll be able to feed everyone in
the Parish Hall again!!

SOCIAL ACTION
SOCIAL ACTION
COMMITTEE
“What is Social Justice,
Anyway?”

With 2020 behind us, the rear
view mirror clearly reflects
how the coronavirus pandemic
is taking a greater toll on some
than it has on others. Who are
those most impacted? Why
have they paid a higher price
than the rest? What can we do
to lessen the cost of that
impact?
Channing’s Social Action
Committee, like all committees
of the church, has had to curtail
its activities in response to the
pandemic and will be continuing
to work in a manner that
affords safety for our members
while maintaining our
commitment to help reduce the
effects of social injustice in our
communities. Let’s take a closer
look at just what social justice
is and how we can keep going
in the face of enormous
challenges.
From an organization called
Pachamama.org here is a
definition and a short history:
“Social Justice as a concept
arose in the early 19th century
during the Industrial Revolution
and subsequent civil revolutions
throughout Europe, which
aimed to create more
egalitarian societies and remedy
capitalistic exploitation of
human labor. Because of the
stark stratifications between
the wealthy and the poor
during this time, early social
justice advocates focused
primarily on capital, property,
and the distribution of wealth.

By the mid-20th century, social
justice had expanded from being
primarily concerned with
economics to include other
spheres of social life to include
the environment, race, gender,
and other causes and
manifestations of inequality.”
In the United States, a much
larger percentage of African
American, Latinex and Native
American populations have been
affected by COVID-19 not only
through infections, but loss of
employment, mental health
diagnoses and loss of housing.
These populations make up a
disproportionate number of
essential workers, live in
crowded situations and are
more vulnerable because of comorbid health conditions. All of
these factors create inequality in
risk for exposure and infection
by the coronavirus.
In 2020, the Social Action
Committee has primarily
focused on issues of hunger,
homelessness, racism and voting.
Monthly food collections and
community meal deliveries to
local shelters have long been one
of SAC’s means of addressing
hunger. We teamed up with
Emanuel Episcopal Church for a
workshop on white privilege in
2019 and followed that up with a
ten-session course developed by
the Episcopal Church, titled
“Sacred Ground”, further
exploring the issue of racism.
The final sessions became virtual
in 2020.
Voting was addressed by SAC
and many other Channing
members who worked with the
national Unitarian Universalist
organization, UU the Vote. We
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teamed up with several
nationwide groups, like Vote
Forward and Reclaim Our Vote,
to write postcards and letters,
as well as make phone calls to
encourage voters to make their
voices heard in both the general
election and in the January 5th
Georgia runoff election for 2
Senate seats. Over one million
postcards and letters were sent!
Phone bankers connected with
thousands of voters.
There are many opportunities
to get involved in the work of
social action at Channing and
we hope you will consider
joining us in meeting the needs
of our families and communities.
Contact
Nan Heroux
at socialaction@channingchur
ch.org Our meetings are
virtual and the next one is
scheduled for Tuesday,
January 12, 2021 at 2 PM.
~Nan Heroux
Social Action Committee

ECO BITS & TIPS

Biden and Harris,
Politics and the Environment
It looks like the 2020
Presidential Election has “been
called”, finalized with the
Electoral College certification
on December. The ending of
new Presidential supported
“lawsuits”, all filed in states won
by Biden where “fraud and
incompetence” and any number
of state election laws were
challenged is a welcome
acknowledgement of this fact.

SOCIAL ACTION
The “good news” is that
democracy won out. The “bad
news” is that democracy is
fragile, was in danger of being
sacrificed and needs
strengthening.
The protections our democracy
needs and requires parallel what
our country and the world
needs in this time: full
participation of all eligible
citizens; safety in health and
environmental quality; making a
commitment to justice, including
racial, LGBTQ+, social and
environmental; and, to back up
this broad commitment with
“investments.” This will not be
straightforward or easy.
Politics have clouded our view of
reality. This President and his
minions , including many
Republican office holders, deny
science and supported the
demotion or reassignment of
agency scientists. They also
replaced scientific panels with
lobbyists and lawyers, continued
to support polluting industries
that have historically
compromised the health of
neighborhood residents,
frequently the poor and
communities of color, and
sought a return to a less
“regulated” economy.
Our country is at a more
poignant crossroad than it has
ever been in its entire history. I
fear this is not hyperbole. The
current President has fanned the
flames of xenophobia, supported
lies and misinformation
whenever it suited his selfinterest (which was daily), and
most egregiously, pushed
international isolation, pulling
out of international and regional

alliances and intentionally upset
and offended most of our allies.
To make matters worse, when
he did ally himself to leaders, he
contradicted the known truth, as
posed by our own government
agencies (like NSA, CIA, FBI),
and instead, backed
antidemocratic despots (North
Korea, Turkey), authoritarian
regimes that do us harm (Russia)
and environmental pariahs
(Brazil). In our country, he
openly condoned racist hate
groups: Proud Boys and Patriot
Front to name just two of
hundreds. Tragically, there is
significant fringe support for this
trend.
Biden and Harris are the correct
antidote to a horrific reign of
lawlessness, social injustice and
oppression, and, intentional antiscientific decisions that
contributed to many people
dying in this pandemic and who
will also die due to drought and
temperature increases brought
about by anthropogenic climate
change, if nothing is done. They
will work to rebuild critical
institutions, support restoring
scientific and political consensus,
and, act on regional and
international alliances focused on
everything from environmental
protection to public health. Stay
tuned.
Next time I would like to look at
some of the goals of the BidenHarris Administration, and the
people they’ll be bringing in to
accomplish their objectives, and
where we need to go.
~Craig Gaspard, (the views
expressed are the sole opinion
of this writer)
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JANUARY
PROTEIN DRIVE

Sunday, January 10
As mentioned in the December
Catalyst, the Margit Baum
Committee in conjunction with
the SAC Program, has
designated Sunday, January
10th for the Channing Memorial
C h ur c h c o ng r eg a t i o n t o
participate in our annual drive to
collect nonperishable protein.
Your donations this year will go
to support Coexion Latina.
Suggestions for contributions
include (but are not limited to)
beans, canned stews, soups,
boxed macaroni and cheese,
Spam, peanut butter, canned
tuna, nuts, etc. We encourage
you to use your imagination. Any
other food donations would
certainly be appreciated as well.
Donations can be dropped
off the morning of January
10th, or earlier in the week.
Please put your donations in
the marked box on the front
porch of Channing House.
The Margit Baum Committee
(Sally Hanchett, Jo Freedman, Joy
Benson, Linda Beall, Judith
Porter, and Susan Booth) would
like to thank you in advance for
your continued support of this
event.
~Judith Porter, for the
Margit Baum Committee

January 2021 Calendar

Please contact the Church Office to schedule all activities & events, including those on Zoom
846-0643 or e-mail us at office@channingchurch.org.
Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
(closed Friday, January 8th instead of Monday, January 4th)
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