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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
CORNER
“Slated” for Success!
Now that we‟ve successfully navigated through part of the Capital
Campaign, the Vision 2025 Steering Committee especially wants to
mention, and to thank, our Honorary Chairs: Betsy Leerssen and
John Burnham. Both have provided inspiration, commitment, and
hard work over the years at Channing.
Betsy facilitated a
significant family donation during a previous restoration effort.
Some of her family members actually helped to build the Sanctuary
in 1881. (We‟ve heard that she even has some of the tools that
were used!)
Betsy and John Burnham co-chaired the campaign to repair our
steeple back in 2009, a project that necessitated the raising of
$1,200,000. John has been very involved in improving and
maintaining Channing‟s website. Now, during the pandemic, John‟s
continuing efforts on behalf of church technology are enabling us to
“stay open”. Thank you so much, Betsy and John - you both
continue to remind us of what is possible with imagination,
dedication, and community spirit.




Drive by and see - Crocker Architectural is making
steady progress on re shingling our slate roof!
We have submitted one grant application to support
the project.
Thanks to all who have contributed thus far to the
Capital Campaign – community support is a vital part
of an application being positively considered.
~Susan Kieronski
For the Vision 2025 Steering Committee
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10:00am: Live Zoom/YouTube
Worship
10:30am: Live Zoom Fellowship

February 7
Universalism is at the Heart
of a Beloved Community
Rev. Bill Zelazny
We will bracket Black History
month with two perspectives on
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King‟s
concept of the Beloved
Community.
On this first
Sunday of Black History month
Bill will looking at how
Universalism is woven into this
concept and then how it
stretches our imagination to
look past our church walls, look
past the people who think and
act like us.
The First Sunday of
the month is “Fun
First Sunday”! Bill
invites us to make and
show a Valentine card to
the members of our
community. So, pull out those
crayons, colored pencils, scissors
and paper and allow your spirit to
revert to the world of childhood
creativity and construct a gigantic
Valentine’s Day card.
February 14
Peace and Love in the Midst
of Turmoil: Meditations to
Lift the Body, Mind and
Spirit
Ginny Spaulding
In the middle of times filled with
fear, turmoil, and anger how can
we stay centered, happy and
focused on the positives? What
can we do to feel complete,
helpful and hopeful? Meditation
Continued on Page 2

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
can provide a way to stay
centered and instill a feeling of
wellbeing and love. On this
Valentine‟s Day, join Ginny for
an introductory practice journey
of two meditations designed to
promote an internal sense of
well-being and an outpouring of
loving kindness towards self and
others.
Ginny Spaulding is a Channing
member and board president, nurse
practitioner, psychologist, mother,
sister, and loving friend. She has
practiced meditation for a number
of years and attended trainings with
Pema Chodron, Jon Kabat Zinn,
Saki Santorelli and other meditation
masters from Buddhist and
Mindfulness traditions.
On
t h is
Valentine’s Day
we
are
all
invited to show
our care for people of the
larger Aquidneck Island
community on this Community
Service Second Sunday by
making a generous gift of nonperishable food which will be
taken to a local food bank .
Items can be left in the
marked container on the Front
Porch of Channing House.
February 21
What is Our Place as a
Progressive Religion in
Today’s World?
Rev. Bill Zelazny
The world has
changed a lot since
the
Unitarian
Universalist
Association was formed sixty
years ago and the thirty-six years
since the modern Purposes and
Principles were promulgated.
We can ask, is the underlying
philosophy of modern UUism as

expressed in the Purposes and
Principles still relevant and what
is our religious place in the
world that has changed so
much? Bill will help us explore
questions about our relevancy
today and into the future.
February 28
Lurching Towards Beloved
Community: Successes,
Failures, and Other Tales
Rev. Meg Riley
Rev. Riley will talk about
work being done at the
UUA
and
other
organizations to bring about a
better society for all people.
Rev. Meg A Riley retired in 2020
after 38 years as a UU religious
professional. She held a variety of
positions in congregations and with
the national UUA headquarters,
most recently as Senior Minister of
the Church of the Larger
Fellowship. In July of 2020 she
became co-moderator with Charles
DuMond, of the Unitarian
Universalist Association. She lives in
Minneapolis with her family.

SUNDAY CHIMING
Feb. 7: Christine Ariel
(10:45am)
Feb. 14: Cynthia Skelton
(10:45am)
Feb. 21: Linda Beall (9:30am)
and Jim Freess (10:45am)
Feb. 28: Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
Please stop and listen, masked
and socially distanced,
from in and around Touro Park.
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CALLING ALL
ARTISTS &
DESIGNERS!

Inviting Channing Artists &
Designers to Help with Sunday
Service Presentation
Rev. Bill and the Tech Team are
inviting artists to show their
creative endeavors during our
Sunday services. Photos or video
clips of your paintings, drawings,
collage, sculpture, and other fine
art including photography will be
shown during songs, hymns and
meditation time. The Tech Team
is also seeking a graphic designer
who can create thematic
graphics for services. Contact
the
Tech
Team
at
techteam@channingchurch.
org for more info or to send
photos of your work.

COMMUNITY
MEAL
The Channing Community Meal
is the 3rd Monday of the month
at 5:00pm. The meal still goes
on, but in a different format.
Every month we (Joan Dermody
and Joy Benson) bring 25 meals
to the shelter and have 25
available for those who come to
Channing. We pass them out
outside so everyone remains
safe.
~Joy Benson, Meal Manager
CommunityMeal@channingchurch.org

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Gr e e ti ng s
members
and
friends
of
C h a n n i n g
M e m o r i a l
Church! Wow, it‟s February
already. It seems like time is just
zooming by. And it is surely a
time of new beginnings and
hopefulness about the
possibilities for a brighter future.
The inauguration of our new
President was a sincerely
uplifting event with artists,
people around the country, past
presidents, and clergy all
speaking and singing, in one way
or another, about moving
forward in the spirit of unity and
dignity for all people. Many slept
peacefully that night for the first
time in a long time. Amen!
Now, turning now to February,
Black History month and the
month of Love, I would like to
take a moment to reflect on the
significance and meaning of this
time. Black history month is a
time to reflect on the
experiences of a people who
were brutally abducted from
their families and homes and
transported in abhorrent
conditions to be sold into labor
for the rest of their lives in lands
far from what they knew.
Imagine if you can their anguish,
pain, confusion, and fear. They
had no equality, no freedom and
no right to the pursuit of
happiness, in short, no dignity
was afforded them. Then ask,
what can we do now? At
Channing members are involved
in two projects that help to
commemorate the significance of
the struggles of these people;

The Rhode Island Slave History
Medallion project, headed by Mr.
Charles Roberts, and the
Newport Middle Passage Port
Marker Project, headed by Mrs.
Victoria Johnson. Both of these
projects seek to raise our
collective consciousness about
significant events in the history
of slavery and the path to
freedom and dignity that the
ancestors of Black Americans
struggled to obtain. So, let us all
take the time, now, to learn
more from the perspective of
those who experienced the
brutality of slavery and let us
take the time, now, to support
the efforts of these projects by
reading more about them,
visiting the designated historical
sites marked by the medallions,
and lending whatever financial
support we can to help move
these projects forward.

illness, climate change, and
human unrest, and in
remembering the real histories
of oppressed peoples, it is clear
that the path of love and loving
kindness are ever so important.
So I will close my message for
this month with the four phrases
often used in loving kindness
meditation that point to the
innate quality of loving kindness
which can be applied to ones
wishes for self and all beings:
may you be peaceful and
happy; may you be safe from
harm; may you be as healthy
and strong as is possible for
you; and may you live with the
ease of well-being. See if you
can offer these wishes each day
this month to those who are
friends, those you love, those
who are less friends, those with
whom you have conflict,
yourself, and all beings.

And … on to love. I like to think
of love as more than an
emotion. To me, love is a path
in life, a way of living. In my
youth, and throughout my life, I
have viewed the Lord Jesus as
the icon and prime living
example of one who practiced
the path of love. In all I learned
about what he taught, and the
principles he lived by, love was
the primary motivator for all he
did. And so too In the Buddhist
tradition, the practice of loving
kindness, is the prime directive
on the path to enlightenment.
The practice must first extend
to self, as treating oneself in
unkind ways does not really
allow us to treat others much
differently. It is complicated, and
a lifelong path that requires
study and awareness, in essence,
mindful living. In these times of

Thank you for allowing me to
share and serve.
~Ginny
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PLEASE “MEMO”
YOUR CHECKS TO
CHANNING!
Many thanks to all who have
sent in checks for your pledges,
share the plate, virtual plate,
Vision 2025 Campaign or
miscellaneous donations. Please
remember to use the “memo”
line or include a note to
designate where you want your
funds applied!
~Joan Dermody

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
CAREGIVING
UPDATE

Hope all is well with everyone!
We‟d like to thank Barbara
Russell-Willett and Nan Heroux,
who did a great job as our
Caregiving coordinators in
January, keeping us updated on
all the news among our Channing
friends.
We are so sorry to hear of the
death of Craig Gaspard‟s mother,
Marvel Gaspard, who passed
away in Pennsylvania on Dec. 27
at the age of 93. Craig, Terry,
and Catie traveled to PA briefly,
but were saddened that they
could not spend time with their
family due to Covid.
We extend our sympathies as
well to JoAnn Rosemont, whose
sister, Mary Micetich, died on
Jan. 6 in Illinois after a long
illness.
Judy Ernst (Hillard) Kusinitz, a
long-time member of our
congregation, died peacefully on
Jan. 12 at Dartmouth Village in
N. Dartmouth, MA. Judy was an
accomplished artist and had also
worked as a librarian at the
Redwood Library.
She is
survived by a son, Ted, of South
Carolina, and a daughter, Nancy
Hilliard (Tom Molinski), who
lives in Tiverton, as well as
grandchildren and one greatgrandchild. No memorial service
is planned, and the family
requests that all gifts in Judy‟s
name be made to the Potter
League in Middletown.
On a happier note, we are glad
to hear that Jim Freess is doing
well after his foot surgery and
hopes to be back up in the belfry
playing the bells later this month!

Please remember
that the Channing
Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
during these weeks and months
of the pandemic and needs a bit
of cheer.
If you know of
someone who could use a
friendly phone call or some
other assistance, we welcome
hearing from you.
You can
contact this
month’s
Caregiving coordinators,
Joan Dermody or Beth
Jepson, or one of the
Caregiving co-leaders, JoAnn
Rosemont, Sally Hanchett, and
Lindsay Cassidy.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

COFFEE BREAK
Tuesdays, 10:00am,
Via Zoom

Looking for a mid morning coffee
break with Channing friends? Join
us on Zoom Tuesday mornings
from 10:00-11:00am! There are
about eight of us that get
together, and we'd enjoy
welcoming new attendees!
If you'd like to join, please email Nancy Caswell, the
Z o o m
H o s t :
coffeebreak@channingchurc
h.org so she can send you
the Zoom Invite Link on the
Monday before each session.
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CHANNING’S NEW
UU FRIENDS ….
WELCOME!
At a Zoom meeting on January
13th Rev Zelazny
and the
Membership Committee invited
Channing members and friends
to come together.
The purpose of the meeting was
to welcome recent attendees
who are interested in learning
more about Unitarian
Universalism and Channing
Church.
C u r r e nt a n d
prospective members shared
brief stories of their journey to
Channing Church. Rev. Bill gave
a brief history of UUism, Chris
Laudon presented a history of
the Channing Church building.
Marian Royer spoke about the
myriad programs and
committees at Channing, how
we are financed & how to
become a member was covered
by Ruth Jernigan.
Thank you to the many
Channing members and staff
who joined the Zoom meeting
to WELCOME…. Marjorie
Perry, Priscilla Munro,
Sibylle Gunnarson, Nancy
Lafosse, Thomas (Phoenix)
Robbins, Cynthia Maynard
and Jack Brereton.
~Ruth Jernigan,
Membership Committee

SOCIAL ACTION

CAN WE SAVE OUR
DEMOCRACY FROM
GUN VIOLENCE?
Most of us sat in shock in front
of our television sets or
streaming iPhones in hand on
January 6, 2021 watching the
symbol of democracy, our
Capitol Building, being invaded
by a mob intent on changing the
outcome of a free and fair
election. Some were armed
and some stole arms from
Capitol Police officers as they
marauded through these
hallowed halls searching out
our elected leaders.
The issue of gun violence and
the work to enact gun safety
laws in our state has long been
on the agenda of Channing‟s
Social Action Committee
(SAC). For almost a decade
the Rhode Island Coalition
Against Gun Violence
(RICAGV) has educated
lawmakers and the public about
this insidious problem which
impacts America more than any
other developed nation on
Earth.
SAC, through its
Legislative Ministry, and
RICAGV have become partners
in the struggle to find a balance
between the Constitutional
right to bear arms and the right
to “life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness”. We will again be
taking up the fight for stronger
gun safety laws this year.
Linda Finn, Executive Director
of RICAGV, recently wrote a
Guest View for the Newport

Daily News, entitled “Pro-gun
scare tactics lead to surge in
RI gun sales and violence”.
Below are some of the
important points and facts she
listed in detailing the effects and
status of gun ownership in
Rhode Island.
Insurrectionism is regularly
encouraged by the NRA and
its top leaders, with calls to
purchase firearms and
ammunition to protect
liberty and fight against
government tyranny.
The combination of pro-gun
activists and anti-government
groups, backed by local and
national gun lobbies,
continues to play a big role
in the disturbing escalation of
violent…rhetoric in our
state…
Rhode Island is second only to
Michigan in the massive surge
in 2020 NICS background
checks, a leading indicator of
gun sales. Our gun
background checks were up
111.07% during 2020.
We also saw the shocking 87%
increase in gun deaths and
25% increa se in gun
injuries in 2020 over 2019,
which is the inevitable
outcome of the skyrocketing
surge in gun sales
Now is the time to de-escalate
hate by regulating the sale of
military-style weapons and
high-capacity magazines that
can hold up to 100 rounds of
ammunition and can be
emptied in a matter of
minutes.
The Supreme Court has upheld
laws in states that ban assault
weapons and regulate the
sale of ammunition for these
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weapons. A new majority of
both Rhode Island Senators
and Representatives support
changes needed to make us
safer.
We hope you will join us in
working toward the day when
our families and communities
are free from the tyranny of gun
violence.
~Nan Heroux
Social Action Committee

ECO BITS & TIPS

Democracy, the Truth
and Sustainability:
What may Lie Ahead
Just when everyone, myself
included, thought the transition
of power from Republican to
Democrats, was obvious from
the „facts on the ground‟,
President Trump and his allies
incited a large group of
supporters to approach and
enter the Capitol. Estimates of
about 10,000 people ( from The
Conversation web site)
attended the “Stop the Steal”
rally. A significant number
proceeded to storm the Capitol
building during the Electoral
College vote in what clearly
appears to have been an
attempt to reverse the results
of the 2020 Presidential
Election.
Most damning, was that during
the occupation of the chambers,
the President did nothing to call
it off. Quotes from the rally
include
“fight
like
hell” (attributed to the now exPresident), “trial by
combat” (Rudy Giuliani), and
“we‟re coming for you” (Donald
Trump Jr.). There are many
others not worth mentioning
but included written and
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION
verbalized death threats aimed
at congressional leaders AND
Vice President Pence. Four
rioters (and one police officer)
were killed and roughly 116
officers were injured, with 15
requiring hospitalization. In fact,
many of the insurrectionists who
entered the building, a smaller
number than the original rally
attendees, caused much damage
and stole items like laptops and
lecterns.
The good news is that this mob
was repulsed, order was
restored, and, the final electoral
vote was completed resulting in
Biden and Harris‟ election
victory being confirmed. Let‟s
acknowledge the seriousness of
these and preceding events, and
the challenges of hyperpartisanship, the broad existence
of
falsehoods and alternate
reality, an obvious anti-science
bias among many in one party,
and the distinct need to reduce
„isms‟ and strongly promote
broad economic equality. How is
this related to environmental
sustainability one can ask?
Reducing pollution to
simultaneously reduce cancers,
respiratory diseases (like
Asthma) and providing
protection for broader habitat
and regional and worldwide
ecosystems all require
democracy. Democracy
supports action, feedback,
listening and acting on broad
input. While democracy is not
perfect, democracy listens and
acts in a way that considers the
majority. It is based on free and
fair elections, telling the truth
and having trust in our
government. Tacking Climate
Change and a Covid-19

pandemic, preserving ecosystems
and restoring degraded
environments like tropical
mangrove swamps and coral
reefs around the world are all
environmental questions that will
require c ooper ation and
compromise.
Welcome back to a presidency
based on policies and programs
rather than division, falsehoods
and intimidation! Going forward,
I hope to use this column to
report ideas the congregation
and the greater community will
want to learn about and use.
~Craig Gaspard, (the views
expressed are the sole opinion
of this writer)

THANK YOU!

The Margit Baum Committee
would like to thank the
c o n gr e g at i o n f or y o ur
generous donations for our
protein drive. Thanks to all of
you, we were able to provide
bags of protein and bags of
toiletries (see below) to
twenty families of the Coexion
Latina community. Bravo!

BLACK HISTORY
ASSEMBLY
The Rev. Robert L
Williams National
Black History Month
Assembly will be
happening this year despite the
pandemic and our inability to
assemble. Channing will be
participating in this year‟s virtual
assembly as we have participated
in every other assembly for the
past fifty years.
The committee has chosen both
an exceptional student leader
and an outstanding community
adult to receive the Dr. Marcus
F. Wheatland and the George T.
Downing awards. There will also
be special presentations to
honor this 50th anniversary of
our ongoing assembly.
Channing Church presents a
$500 scholarship to the
Wheatland award winner and a
second $250 scholarship for the
student moderator of the
assembly. Community Baptist
church matches both
scholarships as the other
sponsor of the assembly.
Sam Jernigan creates the
certificates for both the
Wheatland and Downing awards.
Rev. Bill Zelazny, Judith Porter,
and Sally Hanchett are members
of the committee.
We would encourage all the
congregation to join us on
Friday February 12th at 6:30
pm on YouTube to see this
important presentation. We
will send the YouTube link
to the congregation when
we get closer to the
assembly.
~Judith Porter
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
TWO PATHS FOR
MEDITATION

A New Channing program
On February 15
C h a n n i n g
Memorial Church
will
launch
a
meditation program. There will
be two paths, Virtual (YouTube)
and Live (Zoom. Members and
friends can follow either or
both.
The Virtual Guidance Path –
YouTube lead meditation
Each week in the Friday E-News
links to two YouTube
meditation videos will be sent
out to the congregation. The
Monday meditation will be a
spoken guided mediation,
Thursday will be a music or
singing bowl meditation.
No
limit to the number of times a
meditation can be watched.
Return as often as you like to a
meditation that you like, or skip
a meditation that does not
inspire a good feelings. No
registration. No fee. Starts
February 15
The Live Guidance Path –
Live Meditation with Ginny
Starting on February 17, Ginny
Spaulding will lead a meditation
on Zoom the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of each month
at 8:30 a.m. The 20 – 30
minute session will be based on
Buddhist tradition of mindfulness
and stress reduction as taught by
Jon Kabat Zinn and other
Buddhist meditation teachers.
Other forms of mediation may
be explored as desired by
participants.
To receive the
Zoom link please email Ginny:
meditation@channingchurch.org

CHALICE CIRCLES
STARTING SOON
Channing‟s Small
Group Ministry has
been reimagined as
Chalice Circles. In
the
coming
semester we will be
exploring deeper topics, a
different format and following
books written by a UU minister
and the coordinator of Covenant
Groups at her church. The
groups will meet every 2 weeks
on Zoom starting the week of
February1. These groups are so
important in times when we are
not seeing one another regularly
at church. They are especially
vital for anyone who is new to
the community of Newport or
Channing Church. If you have
interest, please contact
Coordinator Milly Jessen at
chalicecircles@channingchur
ch.org

GRATEFUL HEART
VALENTINE’S DAY
Rev. Bill is inviting everyone to
mark February 14th as Grateful
Heart Day. Valentine‟s Day, a
day set aside to show care and
affection, is a perfect day to
express gratitude to a family
member, friend, or neighbor
who has done something nice
to you. Make at least one
phone call, or send one text
message, or one email with a
f e w
w o r d s
o f
appreciation. Maybe even send
several notes.

WHALECOAST ALASKA 2021
Have you ever wanted to visit Alaska? If so, WhaleCoast Alaska
2021 is for you! 4 Alaska UU congregations invite you to experience our unique environmental and spiritual tour program this summer, when it will be safe to travel again. See Alaska through the
eyes of local UUs, with friendly homestays and awe-inspiring tour
activities. See wildlife, including moose, bears, caribou, whales, bald
eagles, sea lions, etc. Visit Denali National Park. Experience Native
Alaskan culture. WhaleCoast Alaska is an inspirational way to visit
our beautiful state. This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience you won‟t
want to miss!
Complete info at: www.WhaleCoastAK.org.
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FROM THE LEARNING CENTER
“THIS JUST IN FROM SMITH HILL…”
A Zoom Presentation and Q & A
with June Speakman, PhD
RI State Representative, Women’s Caucus

Wednesday, February 17, at 7 PM, Zoom
June Speakman, Professor of Political Science at Roger Williams
University, addressed a standing room only audience in the Parish
Hall, in December 2016, with her talk on the alt-right. June is still
an RWU professor, but now she's also a member of the Rhode
Island General Assembly (House District 68, parts of Bristol and
Warren), and is interested in talking about her experiences in the
legislature.
In this program, Rep. Speakman will address the ways in which things have changed at the State House
in the wake of the 2020 elections…more women, more progressives, a new Speaker of the
House….and the ways in which things still remain the same in terms of politics and policy.

Please email TLC@Channingchurch.org to register so that you will get your Zoom invitation. And visit June’s website at: http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/representatives/
speakman/default.aspx

WINTER SPEAKER SERIES
and TLC SPINOFF CONVERSATIONS
We hope that you‟ll attend a Zoom lecture, or lectures, at the Newport Art Museum Winter Speaker Series! Eleanor Doumato and Susan Kieronski have been on the selection committee, and we‟re especially pleased this year with the diverse and engaging roster of speakers. Lectures begin at 2 PM on Saturdays in February; registration is
$10/lecture for Museum members, $15 for non-members.
Go to: https://newportartmuseum.org/events/?category=winter-speaker-series/
and… would you enjoy an opportunity to get together with Channing friends for a TLC spinoff discussion on Zoom? Eleanor Doumato will moderate. Tentative time for these Zoom “gatherings” is
on the Monday following each Saturday lecture, at 2 PM. Email TLC at
TLC@channingchurch.org to sign up, and to get more info.
TLC is not requesting a donation for programs at this time, although there continue to be some
costs associated with bringing in outside speakers. We would suggest, instead, that you continue
to support the virtual Channing Church “Collection Plate” and “Share the Plate” initiatives!
Thanks for your ongoing generosity and participation!
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