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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER
Be sure to check out the handsome signage, intended to
publicize and provide information about the ongoing work being
done at Channing. The signs, generously donated by “Signs by
Goff”, are posted in front of the Sanctuary. Pat Padillia
expertly secured the signs to our fence. Thanks, Tom and Pat !
Now that Phase I of Vision 2025 is well underway, the Steering
Committee is turning our attention to plans for Phase 2. As
spring unfolds, work can begin to upgrade the ancient utilities
serving our campus, and to improve the safety, aesthetics and
usage of the corridor between our buildings. Many thanks to all
who have been involved in developing the conceptual site plan
(below). What a dramatic and wonderful change this would be
for Channing! You can probably imagine all sorts of creative
uses for the various areas. We are hopeful of support from
granting agencies, our congregation and others interested in the
Touro Park environment. Something great to look forward to!
~Susan Kieronski,
for the Vision 2025 Steering Committee
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WORSHIP
SERVICES





10:00am: Live Zoom/YouTube
Worship
10:30am: Live Zoom Fellowship
10:45am: Channing Chimes

April 4
We Are Not Less Because of
Our Hurts
Rev. Bill Zelazny
A major theme in Christian
circles at Easter is the wounds
that were reported to be on
Jesus body after the
resurrection. The idea is that
even after the resurrection the
wounds remained to show is
c ontinuing c onne c te d to
humankind.
Unfortunately, in
our society of wanting perfect
bodies having wounds – physical,
emotional, mental – often is
interpreted as making an
individual somehow less of a
person.
Bill will explore this
fallacy for his Easter Sunday
sermon.
Bring an Easter egg,
chocolate bunny or
marshmall ow Peep,
flower or Easter card to
show others during the time of
congregation sharing during the
service.
On Easter Sunday,
drive by or walk by the
church at 11:00 a.m. to
receive an Easter tulip to
celebrate the holiday. Rev. Bill
and some board members will
be on hand to give out the
flowers and say hi to
everyone. Drive in the east
driveway entrance and leave
by the west exit.
As with
every Sunday, chiming will
start at approximately 10:45.

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
April 11
The Promise of Faith in
Dispiriting Times
Rev. Jeannette Bessinger
Rabindranath
Tagore tells us
“faith is the bird
that feels the
light and sings when the dawn is
still dark.” Faith exists in the
liminal spaces of our
consciousness, floating
somewhere between belief and
hope, between the mind and
heart. In faith, we continue to
gather together within a society
fractured by deeply divided
beliefs. Faith allows us to raise
our children on a planet rife with
environmental challenges. Faith
drives us to work at change,
with no sense of what will come
tomorrow. Faith fills the gap
between relying solely on our
own efforts and trusting blindly
that “everything will work out
perfectly”. It can give us strength
when we’re weak, courage when
we’re afraid, and stamina when
we feel like giving up. In the most
practical way, faith lights our way
forward in times when it’s too
dark to see the next step on the
path.
Rev. Bessinger has been
our guest several times in the
past.
Second Sunday
Nonperishable
Food Collection:
All are invited to
make a gift of nonperishable food, which will be taken
to a local food bank. Items can be
left in the marked container on the
Front Porch of Channing House.

April 18
A Natural Connection
Rev. Bill Zelazny
What is it in nature that makes
us feel more connected to life
than perhaps when we walk the
city streets or even sitting in a
church, temple or meditation
room?
Why do we feel
comforted, healed, and
enlivened in nature?
This
Sunday, Bill will take a look at
the power in nature to enhance
our spiritual connection with
life.

JOINING
CHANNING
CHURCH

Been attending
Channing Church
Sunday services
or participating in
other programs for a while?
Like Unitarian Universalism?
Why not now become a
member of Channing Church?
On April 18 Rev Bill and the
Membership Committee will
conduct a ceremony during the
service to welcome individuals
who have indicated they wish to
be a formal member. The
ceremony will be done via
Zoom with members
participating from their home.
If you are interested in
becoming
a
m ember
contact Rev. Bill through
the
church
office:
office@channingchurch.org
by Wednesday, April 14.
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April 25
Rethinking and Renewing
our Commitment to all
Resources and Efforts
Mr. David McLaughlin
This Sunday is our annual Earth
Day service. The national Earth
Day theme this year is “Restore
Our Earth”. David McLaughlin,
Director or Clean Ocean Assess
will present a multigenerational
review of our limited resources
amidst increasing demand, and
the importance of faith for our
ecological future. In his sermon
he will take a broad look at
Earth Day, infuse some of the
work Clean Oceans Access is
doing, and touch upon the
importance of faith and
community to keep our focus
into the future.
Dave is the Executive
Director and cofounder of Clean
Ocean Access, a local
environmental group
dedicated to improving ocean
health since 2006. Dave has a
degree in mathematics from Florida
Institute of Technology, a graduate
of Rogers High School and lives in
Newport, an avid wave rider, with
founding roots bodysurfing in
Hawaii in the early 80’s.

SUNDAY CHIMING
April 4: Linda Beall
(9:30am & 10:45am)
April 11: Cynthia Skelton
(9:30am) and Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
April 18: Jim Freess (10:45am)
April 25: Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
Please stop and listen, masked
and socially distanced,
from in and around Touro Park.

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Yes … it’s April and I
remember so well the
saying “April showers
bring May flowers.”
Though, I do love the
longer days, and the flowers of
March. The little snow drops and
the beautiful little crocuses
popping up, let us know that
winter is ending, and spring is
here. This is the time to open
the windows, let in the fresh
breezes, clean house, sweep out
the hearth, start little plantings
of seeds, and prepare for the
green and abundance of the
summer growing season. I was
so heartened to see the busy
little bees flitting from flower to
flower gathering the pollen for
the sweet nectar of the hive.
And with these musings of
spring, I also thought about our
Church community and
daydreamed of meeting in Touro
Park again to listen to the bells
and watch with amazement at
the transformation of our
Sanctuary roof and cupola and
hoping for the reformed
outdoor spaces in which we can
once again gather in safety and
fellowship on our Church
grounds.
And so, in this time of Spring, I
would like to share some
thoughts on the theme of our
Beloved Community as
envisioned by Martin Luther King
Jr. and the value of building
community, or Sangha, as
reflected by the spiritual leader
Thich Nhat Hahn, fondly known
as “Thay,” Vietnamese for
“teacher.” The Rev. Dr. King
spoke of the Beloved
Community as a society based

on justice, equal opportunity,
and love of one’s fellow human
beings. As explained by the King
Center, founded by Loretta
Scott King:
Dr. King’s Beloved Community is a
global vision in which all people can
share in the wealth of the earth. In
the Beloved Community, poverty,
hunger, and homelessness will not
be tolerated because international
standards of human decency will
not allow it. Racism and all forms
of discrimination, bigotry and
prejudice will be replaced by an allinclusive spirit of sisterhood and
brotherhood.
Economic and social justice are
the twin pillars supporting the
Beloved Community. So how do
we also build the beloved
community not just outside our
UU community but also within
our Church?
So too, in Thich Nhat Hahn’s
book “Friends on the Path”, in
chapter 13, On the Path to
Liberation: Insights and Experiences
with Communities, Karl Schmied
writes about what it means to
take refuge in the “Sangha” or
community. “We put our trust
in the community of fellow
practitioners who have stability
in themselves … A teacher can
be important as well as the
teachings, but “friends” are the
decisive factor in our practice.
As Thay writes in his book
“Touching Peace”:
It is my deep desire that
communities of practice in the
West be organized … as families,
in a friendly, warm atmosphere so
that people can succeed in their
practice. A Sangha, in which each
person is like an island, not
communicating with each other, is
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not helpful. It is just a collection of
trees without roots. Transformation
and healing cannot be obtained in
such an atmosphere. We must be
rooted if we want a chance to learn
and practice meditation. I think
that Sangha building is the most
important art for us to learn …
We have to build a Sangha that is
happy, where communication is
open.
I leave you with the thought that
Thay’s teaching is ever so
important in building Dr King’s
Beloved Community. Beginning
at home, within our Church
community, what do you see and
how can you become a more
rooted tree?
In the spirit of Loving Kindness,
~Ginny
2020/2021 CHANNING
SOCIAL ACTION &
COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROJECTS

Some people have wondered
what Channing Memorial Church
does in and for the community.
We do a lot. This is a list of the
various projects and programs
we have done in 2020 and 2021.
If you are interested in getting
involved in these projects
contact
Rev.
Bill
(minister@channingchurch.org)

Monthly non-perishable food
collection to assist local food
pantries and cash support for
special circumstances
Annual high-protein food
collection for Lucy’s Hearth
Give out approximately 50
holiday gift bags in December
with toiletries, personal
hygiene and health and
miscellaneous small gift items
for the homeless
Continued on next page

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
Prepare and serve approximately
50 hot meals on the 3rd
Monday of each month to
community members in need
of a meal
Serve a breakfast once a month
for the residents of
McKinney Shelter
Provide Christmas gifts for about
20 very low income families
Provide several post-high school
education scholarships for
children in low-income
families and provide annually
a $500 and $250 scholarship
to Rogers High School
students as part of the Black
History month Dr. Marcus
Wheatland Award program.
CMC has supported this
program for 50 years.
Hold a prom annually for
LGBTQ students in RI
Collect new pajamas, book bags,
and underwear for children
at Pell School
Offer education programs to the
community thought the
Learning Center.
Share one Sunday collection a
month with various local
social service agencies –
donating approximately
$6000 a year.
Purchase approximately $600
worth of RIPTA bus tickets
each November which are
distributed through to local
shelters to residents for
necessary transportation.
Host a weekly AA meeting and a
monthly vegan community
potluck and the Aquidneck
Island PFLAG.

Do Fair Trade product sales to
congregation members and
use Fair Trade coffee for
fellowship.
Assisted with UU the Vote
project to increase voter
participation in the 2020
national elections.
Participate in UU Legislative
Ministry of RI (UULMRI) to
do lobbying on proposed
state legislation that aligns
with our Principles.
~Rev. Bill Zelazny

Cemetery in Exeter, conducted
by the Rev. Bill Zelazny.
Joanne’s cousin, Newport City
Councilperson Lynn Ceglie,
added a reading to the service.
Lynn’s son Chase Ceglie, a
professional musician and the
Armenias’ godson, played the
Battle Hymn of the Republic on
his saxophone. Mike is spending
time with his daughter Tracey
and family and is glad to have
them nearby.

CAREGIVING
UPDATE

Anna and Jake Smith will be
moving to “The Landings”, off
West Main Road in Middletown,
as of April 10. They are
delighted with their new
apartment, where they will
enjoy several conveniences they
didn’t have in their temporary
rental. Their new address is
131B Lexington Street,
Middletown. Both are happy to
be back on Aquidneck Island,
where they continue to
appreciate the sense of
community, and where they are
nearer to their children and
grandchildren, who also live in
New England.

Many thanks to our March
Caregiving coordinators,
Betty Maloof and Susan
Kieronski, for their great
job in keeping up with our
community news.
Happy spring to all!
Many
C ha nn ing me mber s ha v e
received either their first or
both of their Covid shots, and
there is new hope in the air as
the number of vaccinated people
grows nationwide. With a lot of
help from everyone, we hope to
see the light at the end of the
pandemic tunnel in the coming
months. It will be a wonderful
day when we can once again
gather together at church in
person!
Please keep the Armenia family
in your thoughts as they
continue to mourn the loss of
Joanne to the coronavirus in
February. Visiting hours were
held at Memorial Funeral Home,
and per RI regulations, a small
group gathered for a graveside
service at the Veterans’
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There’s a rumor afoot that
Holly Grosvenor and Jim Asbel
may move back to the East
Coast. Stay tuned!

The Thorsons have a new
granddaughter! I don’t have any
other details as of the time of
this writing, but congratulations
to Thor and Kristine, the proud
grandparents!
Even though many restrictions
are being relaxed at this point,
please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
during these weeks and months
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION
of the pandemic and needs a bit
of cheer.
If you know of
someone who could use a
friendly phone call or some
other assistance, we welcome
hearing from you. You can
contact
our
A p r i l
Caregiving
coordinators, Pam Goff or
Sally Hanchett, or one of
Sally’s Caregiving program
co-leaders,
JoAnn
Rosemont or
Lindsay
Cassidy.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

SAC UPDATE
Two big things are happening
in April, and the environment
is involved in both!
April is Earth Month, and SAC
is working with
the
Worship
Committee on
an Earth Day
service, with Dave McLaughlin,
Director of Clean Ocean
Access, delivering the sermon
on April 25. In addition to
ongoing beach clean-ups, water
testing and education programs,
Clean Ocean Access has fielded
a an ambitious campaign called
“Healthy Soils, Healthy Seas,”
which builds on the premise
that improving ocean health
starts on land, with a
comprehensive composting and
education program.
Clean
Ocean Access is also our Share
the Plate recipient for April.
In line with that theme, we are
hoping to host a virtual showing
and discussion of the feature
length film, Kiss the Ground,
made available by Interfaith

Power and Light. The film
discusses “regenerative
agriculture,” as a means to
“rapidly stabilize Earth’s climate,
restore lost ecosystems, and
create abundant food supplies.”
The film dovetails perfectly with
Clean Ocean Access’ campaign.
More information about this
program will be available in the
weekly email announcements.
SAC and TLC are also hosting a
program about Rhode Island
environmental issues, with Sen.
Dawn Euer as featured speaker.
Sen. Euer is the chair of the
S ena te Env ir onment a nd
Agriculture Committee, and is
the lead Senate sponsor of this
year’s major climate bill, Act on
Climate, which was passed by
the Senate in March.
Also in April, as the RI General
Assembly attempts to plow
through a two-year backlog of
bills, the RI UU Legislative
Ministry is also organizing a
virtual rendition of the annual
meeting of RI UU congregations
held at Westminster UU Church
each spring. The tentative date is
April 25, and will feature a
keynote speaker and
presentations on a variety of
legislative areas, including the
environment, gun violence,
mental health and child suicide
prevention, and election
security.
Weekly announcements are
highlighting ways Channing
friends can participate in the
legislative process, through
letters, phone calls and emails to
their legislators, and a standalone email bulletin also
summarizes important bills that
need our support.

Todos U nidos (Everyone
Together) is a SAC effort to
develop a relationship with
Conexion Latina Newport and
provide support to this new
organization and the community
it represents.
CLN was
established in 2019 by a group
of women who were already
actively working in the Hispanic
community. CLN’s purpose is
to advocate for, support and
help all Hispanic families in
Newport. It has provided its
community members with food,
rental assistance, and
information on how to navigate
governmental and social service
agencies. At the present time,
members of SAC contact CLN
each week to learn if its
members have a specific need.
To date those needs have
focused on children’s clothing,
diapers, and housing. As the
relationship grows, additional
needs maybe identified. Anyone
interested in participating in this
effort, please contact Sheila
M c E n t e e ,
a t
CLN@channingchurch.org .
Spanish speakers are especially
needed. Donations can be
placed in the clearly marked
donation box on the Channing
House Office porch. If you
cannot travel, email Sheila
M c E n t e e
a t
CLN@channingchurch.org to
arrange a pick-up of your
donation.
Community Meals and food
collections continue, with
accommodations to comply
with COVID restrictions.
Proceeds from Share the Plate
Continued on next page
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SOCIAL ACTION
for February and March were
combined and given to the Food
Pantry at Martin Luther King
Community
Center.

That is apparently the sweet
spot for average global
temperature worldwide, for life
as we know it.

The next meeting of SAC will be
on April 12 at 2 PM on Zoom.
Those who wish to join us may
contact Nan Heroux at
socialaction@channingchurch.org
for the Zoom link.
~Sheila McEntee for the
Social Action Committee

In 1896, a Swedish scientist
Svante Arrhenius was first to
postulate that burning fossil fuels
could enhance and speed up
global warming because Carbon
Dioxide wa s the ma jor
byproduct. Little came of this
early discovery, and skeptics
were quick to point out a thirty
year decrease in temperatures,
from the 1940’s until the early
1970’s; in the late 70’s , new
research on absorption of
carbon dioxide by oceans may
explain some of this. Newer
research on oceans have also
exposed new insights into a
major side effect of global
warming: widespread coral reef
destruction and near universal
thinning of bivalve (e.g. clams,
oysters) shells because of ocean
acidification dissolves the calcium
in shells.

ECO BITS & TIPS

Climate Change: The
Historical Evidence
Previously,
I
wrote about the
intransigence and
denial of the prior
administration and
followed up on
that with some of the
government policies and
personal choices individuals can
make to reduce our impact on
the climate. But before I go
further, I would like to look back
on how we got here.
The “Greenhouse Effect” has
been a known and researched
scientific principle since the 19th
Century. Basically, atmospheric
gases, from water vapor, to
carbon dioxide (initially from
plants and living creatures),
methane (mostly from
decomposition) and less plentiful
gases, occurring in the
atmosphere, all combine to
create a “livable” environment
allowing life to form and thrive.
One key element here is the
maintenance of an average
temperature, worldwide, of
about 15 degrees Celsius, or
about 60 degrees Fahrenheit.

It became more generally
acknowledged by scientists, and
eventually the United Nations,
w h o
f o r m e d
t h e
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change in the 1990’s ,
that average temperatures
worldwide have now increased
over 1 degree Celsius. Ten years
earlier (in 1987), the United
Nations marshaled international
support, through The Montreal
Protocol on Substances That
Deplete the Ozone Layer, to
phase out Freon (R-22) use as a
refrigerant. Improvements in the
ozone layer, and, quicker
recovery of “ozone holes” has
shown that international
response can turn the tide
against planet-wide
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environmental risks. The same
can certainly be done for fossilfuel based hydrocarbons.
The latest data from NASA
reports carbon dioxide levels
from the Hawaii-based Mauna
Loa Observatory stands at 416
parts per million (in February
2021). This is nearly 50% higher
than pre-industrial levels: prior
to 1850. (Ice cores from
Antarctica brought this historical
data to light.) Researchers from
Michael Mann to the Center for
Climate and Energy Solutions
believe that policies aimed to
limit carbon dioxide levels to
below 450 ppm and temperature
below 1.5 degrees of Celsius are
necessary to limit damage to
societies and the environment.
The next few monthly
installments will cover local,
state, national and international
policies and programs that could
stem the tide.
~Craig Gaspard, (the views
expressed are the sole opinion
of this writer)

VIRTUAL PFLAG
MEETINGS
Dear Friends,
For those of you who
may not be aware, the
Newport
Support
Satellite of PFLAG* has
been meeting via Zoom on the
first Wednesday of each
month at 7 pm. While our
group used to gather at the
church on the 2nd Monday of
the month we have merged with
the Providence Chapter for one
monthly statewide meeting.
(Presently, PFLAG National is
not allowing in-person meetings).
Continued on next page

ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you or someone you know
would be interested in joining us
for a meeting or would just like
information, I can be reached at:
led1pflagnewport@gmail.com
You can also call the Helpline at
401.307.1802.
~Doreen LePage
*PFLAG is the first and largest
family/ally organization in the US
for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, plus (LGBTQ+)
community, their parents, family
and allies with over 400 chapters
and 200,000 members and
supporters.

FAMILY MINISTRY
EASTER EGG HUNT

STAYING FIT AND
HEALTHY DURING
COVID-19
Jason Lewis is a caregiver and
personal trainer specializing in
senior fitness, his website is
www.strongwell.org. Jason has
some Tips for Seniors and Others on
how to stay fit during the
pandemic.

YOU TUBE & ZOOM
MEDITATIONS
YouTube lead meditation:
In the Friday E-News you will
see 2 You Tube links, chosen by
Rev. Bill. One is a spoken guided
mediation, the other a music or
singing bowl meditation.
The Live Guidance Path –
Zoom Meditation
Ginny Spaulding leads a
meditation on Zoom every
other Wednesday (April 14
& 28) at 8:30 a.m. The 20 –
30 minute session are based on
Buddhist tradition of mindfulness
and stress reduction as taught by
Jon Kabat Zinn and other
Buddhist meditation teachers.
Other forms of mediation may
be explored as desired by
participants.
To receive the

COFFEE BREAK
Tuesdays, 10:00am,
Via Zoom

Looking for a mid morning
coffee break with Channing
friends? Contact Nancy
C a s w e l l ,
a t :
coffeebreak@channingchurc
h.org so she can send you the
Zoom Invite Link.

Zoom link please email Ginny:
meditation@channingchurch.org
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NEW DATE!
Saturday, April 11, at noon
JoAnne Ritchie and
Family Ministry will be
having an Easter Egg
hunt. Friends and family of
Channing families ten years of
age and under are welcome, but
will need to register. Please
text JoAnne Ritchie at 401855-8765 with the number of
children you plan to bring.
We will meet at Channing
House in the playground.
Anyone who wants to wear their
Easter outfits please do! Text
JoAnne with any questions.
It will be nice to have
the children all
together at the park
to finish our unit on the Seventh
UU Principle, “Care for The
Earth Each Day.” By then we
should all see our daffodils
popping through the ground!
As the winter season comes to a
close, I hope that springtime will
give us HOPE for the end to this
pandemic. At least maybe we
could see the light at the end of
the tunnel…..
~JoAnne Ritchie
Family Ministry Coordinator

THE LEARNING CENTER
TO RECEIVE THE ZOOM LINK FOR EITHER OR BOTH PROGRAMS, EMAIL
TLC@channingchurch.org
THESE FREE-OF-CHARGE EVENTS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

The Future of Currency
With Robert Kieronski
Wednesday, April 7, at 7 PM
Zoom Presentation followed by Q & A
Bob Kieronski, a longtime member of Channing, is a retired electrical engineer and artist. He has been engaged in research for several years about
forward-looking investments for this challenging time. In immersing himself
in information on economics, and experiencing firsthand some of the results
of certain types of financial endeavors, he has been able to draw some parallels between historic occurrences and possible future outcomes. Get ready for an entertaining and possibly controversial program!

Celebrating Earth Month,
The Learning Center Presents:
Climate Jobs RI:
Improving our Environment, Helping our Economy
A Program on Zoom, April 14 at 7:00 PM
The 2020 election results signaled growing support among voters
for moving our state toward a Green Economy, meaning an economy rooted in the principles of economic,
environmental, racial and social justice. Out of initial conversations among environmental and labor groups,
legislators and other individuals who share a concern about climate change and our economy, Climate Jobs
RI was born. The goals of this new coalition include moving RI’s economy toward 100% net-zero emissions, the inclusion of all stakeholder voices in a “just transition” guaranteed by legislative mandate,
and retrofitting all schools and public buildings for net-zero emissions.
Three of the state’s most prominent voices in the Climate Jobs RI coalition will be our speakers at TLC’s
Zoom program on April 14. Dawn Euer, State Senator for Newport and Jamestown, is a life-long environmental activist, and currently Chair of the Senate Environment and Agriculture Committee As a senator, she has introduced legislation opposing dangerous off-shore drilling along the coast, opposed the expansion of carbon-based energy sources, and championed renewable energy efforts. She has pushed the
state to get more serious about its commitments to reducing its carbon output, cutting back on the use of
plastic bags and encouraging property owners to adapt for climate resiliency. She also sponsored the
2021 Act on Climate (2021-S 0078), which would make the carbon emissions reduction goals outlined in
the Resilient Rhode Island Act of 2014 legally enforceable as well as more ambitious.
Priscilla De La Cruz is the Rhode Island Director of Green Energy Consumers Alliance, a non-profit
that aims to harness the power of consumers to advocate for energy policies that benefit the greater
good. Patrick Crowley is the Secretary-Treasurer for the RI AFL-CIO, which represents nearly 80,000
workers is various industries across the state.
The program is free and open to the public. Come and ask your questions!
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