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CHANNING MEMORIAL CHURCH
2021-2022 SLATE OF OFFICERS
Board of Trustees
President: Ginny Spaulding (returning)
Vice-President: Margaret Polski (returning)
Program Coordinator: Marian Royer (returning)
Treasurer: Terry Gavan (new)
Secretary: JoAnn Rosemont (returning)
Member at Large: Susan Kieronski (returning)
Member at Large: Jim Freess (returning)
Member at Large: Candy Martin (returning)
Member at Large: Betsy Leerssen (new)

Standing Committee Chairs
Finance (Board position): Chris Laudon (returning)
Membership: Ruth Jernigan (returning)
Property: Abby Adams (returning)
Family Ministry Liaison: Open (JoAnne Ritchie acting)
Social Action: Nan Heroux (returning)
Worship: Rev. Zelazny (convener)

Autonomous Committees/Positions
Financial Secretary: Julie Herrick (new)
Endowment: Chris Yalanis (chair), Robert Janiesch (new),
Milly Jessen (new)
Margit Baum: Sally Hanchett (chair), Joy Benson (returning),
Susan Booth (returning), Judie Porter (returning),
Jo Freedman (returning), Linda Beall (returning),
Lissa Fernandez (new), Maryellen Doherty (new)
Nominating: Milly Jessen (returning), Cal Pierce (returning),
Julie Herrick (new), Lisa Colburn (new, chosen by Board)

U N S U N G U U AWA R D
Pam Goff and Betsy Dees received the Unsung UU Award during
the 2021 Annual Meeting in appreciation for their generous
service & devoted commitment to Channing Memorial Church

Click Here for the : 2020-2021 Annual Report
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JUNE WORSHIP
SERVICES




10:00am: Worship Via Zoom/
YouTube
10:30am: Live Zoom Fellowship
10:45am: Channing Chimes

June 6
Letting Love Guide Us:
Our Connection with All
Beings
Rev. Mary Margaret Earl
We
are
connected to
the animals,
a
n
d
compassion
often
guides
our
relationships. But some systems
disconnect us from the animals.
Here, we consider how we can
reawaken our connection and
widen our circle of compassion.
The Rev. Mary Margaret Earl is a
longtime UU minister whose
ministry has focused on social
justice. She served for a decade in
the homeless community in
Providence, and currently serves UU
Urban Ministry, a Boston faithbased organization committed to
racial justice work. She also is a
longtime vegan concerned about
the suffering of animals. Today, she
visits in her role as a volunteer for
Rhode Island Vegan
Awareness. Members of RI Vegan
Awareness will be available during
in the post-service Fellowship time
for discussion.
June 13
Play and Transcendence
Rev. Bill Zelazny
If we allow ourselves to get
deeply involved in a play
experience we move into a
special, even sacred, playground
where only the present moment
matters, one’s history, future,
Continued on page 2

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
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concerns, and problems vanish.
Deep play, as this ”all in”
involvement is called, is that
form of play that puts us in a
rapturous mood and awakens
the most creative, sentient, and
joyful aspects of our inner selves.
In other words, the kind of
mental, emotional, and physical
experience that most people
think is reserved for religion or
spiritual enlightenment. Maybe
plan it is a kind of spiritual
experience. This Sunday, a week
before summer officially begins,
Bill will look at how play can be a
transcendent experience.
Second Sunday
Collection: All are
invited to make a
gift
of
nonperishable food,
cleaning products, or toiletries
(especially travel size!) which will be
taken to local agencies. Items can
be left in the marked container on
the Front Porch of Channing House.
June 20
I Have Always Wanted to
Know….
Rev. Bill Zelazny
There are four types of
questions:
Yes/No questions;
Wh-questions, Choice questions,
Tag-questions. All of them are
asked for the purpose of
acquiring knowledge. On this
Sunday let‟s have some fun with
a “question box” service. Ask
questions about those things
you‟ve been curious – some
aspect of Unitarian Universalism,
U and U history, faith, spiritual
journey, religion, or whatever
(but no political questions,
please). Bill will try to answer
them and if he does not have the
answer, he will try to research
an answer.

To participate in this Q & A
with Bill you will need to send
your questions to him via the
church email –
office@channingchurch.org -by Thursday, June 17.

June 27
Joining Thousands of UUs in
Sunday Worship
This Sunday we will join
thousands of UUs from around
the country at the UUA General
Assembly Sunday Service.
(There is no CMC service this
Sunday) As in past years, there
will powerful choral music and
an inspirational sermon. There
is no fee to view this General
Assembly event.
Recognizing
the importance of shared
ministry and the many innovative
approaches to worship created
by congregations during the
pandemic, UUA President, Rev.
Dr. Susan Frederick Gray,
selected the First Universalist
Church of Minneapolis to
serve as worship leaders for this
year's GA Sunday Morning
Service.
Please join us on Sunday, June
27, 2021 at Noon Eastern for
the largest annual gathering of
Unitarian Universalists in
worship. The service will be
streamed on GA Online
Events
and
on
the
UUA’s YouTube channel;
members of the public are
welcome.
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SUNDAY CHIMING
June 6: Jim Freess
(10:45am)
June 13: Janna Pederson
(10:45am)
June 20: Cynthia Skelton
(10:45am)
June 27: Linda Beall
(9:30am and 10:45am)
Many thanks to our Channing
Chimers who give us a beautiful
30 minute musical service each
Sunday from 10:45am to
11:15am, which we can enjoy
from Touro Park. Our chimers
are Linda Beall, Janna Peterson,
Chris Ariel, Cynthia Skelton, and
Jim Freess. Their work is greatly
appreciated.

RECRUITING
VOLUNTEERS FOR
SUMMER CHIMING
FELLOWSHIP
We are recruiting volunteers to
set up a refreshment table during
the July and August Sunday
Chiming. The tents will be back
up in the playground area to
offer shade and/or protection
from rain. Contact Michele in
the
church
office
(401-846-0643
or
office@channingchurch.org) to
sign up!

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
It‟s June. Summer is ahead! It is
hard to believe that close to a
year has gone by since I assumed
responsibilities as your Board
President. With our annual
meeting behind us, and looking
forward to the summer once
more, I write a short message of
gratitude for all we have been
through together and all we
hope for in the future. I am not
much for speeches. I am a
listener, an analyzer, a planner,
and a doer. My hope is that
during this past year, I have
heard your messages and
responded for the benefit of our
Church, the congregation, and
our world as a whole. The
practice of loving kindness, the
eradication of suffering, and the
promotion of true happiness are
my mantras. These practices
inform my thoughts and
decisions hopefully to positive
ends for all sentient beings and
the universe itself. There are
some things that we humans
know and much that we humans
are just clueless about. Our best
options seem to be awareness,
thoughtfulness, and openness to
our ever-changing situations,
treating those changes as
opportunities for growth rather
than impediments to progress
guided by fear.
It is my hope and wish that we
can continue to put our hearts
and heads together in the spirit

of our guiding UU Principles, to
continue our progress forward,
and to spread our message of
inclusion and compassion for all
the interconnected web of life.
Have a great summer and hope
to see you all in the park and
whenever and wherever we can
… in person … Yay!!! And here
is looking forward to an inperson year ahead!
May you all be safe, may you all
be healthy and may you all live
with as much ease as is possible.
With affection,
Ginny

It‟s quick and easy, and you can
do it from anywhere! Just go to
o u r
w e b s i t e
a t
www.channingchurch.org, scroll
half way down the home page
and click on GIVE. There are
three options: Sunday Offering,
Share the Plate, or General
Fund. Follow the instructions to
fill in your payment information,
which can be a credit or debit
card, or you can provide your
bank information and have the
money drawn directly out of
your bank account. A receipt
will be emailed to you when you
are done.
From time to time, once we all
get comfortable with this new
service, we will expand it to
other giving opportunities.
Meanwhile, be assured that your
online donations will be included
along with all other donations in
our donor records. Thank you
for your generosity and support!
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UUA GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

June 23-June 27
General Assembly (GA) is the
annual meeting of our Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA).
Participants worship, witness,
learn, connect, and make policy
for the Association through
democratic process. Anyone
may attend, but registration is
required except for some public
events. The UUA Board of
Trustees has passed a resolution
making the 2021 UUA General
Assembly a 100% virtual event.
Let‟s reach record-breaking
attendance June 23-27, 2021!
You
can
register
here: https://www.uua.org/
ga/registration2021
Ware Lecture:
Stacey Abrams and
Desmond Meade
The U UA Presi dent, i n
consultation with the General
Assembly Planning Committee,
invites a distinguished guest each
year to address the General
Assembly as the Ware
Lecture. Please join us
Saturday, June 26 7:00 p.m.
EDT/6:00 p.m. CDT/5:00 pm
M D T / 4 : 0 0
p . m .
PDT. General Assembly
registration is required to
view.

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY

CAREGIVING
UPDATE
Hope you are all well as we
approach another summer – this
one with so much more promise
and fewer restrictions than last
year‟s pandemic summer!
Congratulations to Catie
Gaspard, who graduated from a
5-year architecture program at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
on May 22.
She recently
accepted an architect position in
Boston which will begin this
month. Best wishes as you enter
this exciting new phase in your
life, Catie!
Congratulations also to Sheila
McEntee, a new grandmother of
twins! The girls, Subr and Sahar,
were born on April 8 to Sheila‟s
son, Oz Hazel, and her daughterin-law, Erva Gunja, and all are
doing very well.
Our hopes for a continued
speedy recovery go out to
Margaret Baker, who recently
had knee surgery and was due to
be discharged from rehab at the
Grand Islander on May 25.
Thank you so much to Tom
Howard and Fatima Devine, who
handled monthly Caregiving
coordinator duties so ably in
May.
Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you

know of someone who could use
a friendly phone call or some
other assistance, we welcome
hearing from you.
You can
contact our June Caregiving
coordinators,
Milly
Jessen
from June 1-15
and Lindsay Cassidy from
June 16-30, or one of the other
Caregiving program co-leaders,
Sally Hanchett
or JoAnn
Rosemont.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

CIRCLE OF
CONCERNS &
JOYS

Sat., June 19, 9:00am,
Via Zoom
“Circle of Concerns and Joys” is
an opportunity to gather in an
interactive, supportive setting to
share joys and concerns. We are
gather virtually, via Zoom. Each
session includes brief readings,
sharing, shared silence, and
candle-lighting, and lasts about an
hour. All are welcome! Please
email Maryellen Doherty at
ConcernsAndJoys@channing
church.org a few days
beforehand if you’d like to
participate, and she‟ll send you
the Zoom meeting information
and readings. Plan to sign in a
few minutes early to get settled
before we begin at 9:00.
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NEED A “FRESH”
DIRECTORY?

If you have changed your
contact info or have an out of
date church directory please let
Michele in the office (846-0643
or office@channingchurch.org)
know and she will be happy to E
-mail (or snail mail) you a more
recent one. Now that we can
get together again it is especially
important to have all your
church friends‟ correct contact
info!

LIVE ZOOM
MEDITATIONS
Ginny Spaulding leads a
meditation on Zoom every
other Wednesday (June 9 &
23) at 8:30 a.m. The 20 – 30
minute session are based on
Buddhist tradition of
mindfulness and stress reduction
as taught by Jon Kabat Zinn and
other Buddhist meditation
teachers. Other forms of
mediation may be explored as
desired by participants.
To receive the Zoom link
please
email
Ginny:
meditation@channingchurch.org

SOCIAL ACTION

SOCIAL ACTION
ON THE MOVE!

This spring, after last year‟s
snail‟s pace, the RI General
Assembly is working double
time, holding hearings on a
record number of submitted
bills. In April, the RI UU
Legislative ministry kept pace,
reconvening its all-UU churches
gathering. After Rep. June
Speakman discussed the state
of progressivism in the General
Assembly, several inspiring
speakers briefed us on bills
concerning the Environment
(passage of the landmark Act
on Climate), the AG package of
gun bills (all bills espoused by
the RICAGV have been heard
and are being “held for further
study,”) Racial justice and
prison reform, $15 per hour
state minimum wage and utility
billing based on level of income,
healthcare equity, including
coverage of doula services,
Youth suicide prevention
education, and voting
accessibility. Once the bills have
been heard, the real work
begins, with calls, emails and
letters.
We were please to see TLC
follow up on a busy April Earth
Month, with May‟s program by
Channing member‟s Jeff
Thomas on “Climate Crisis: An
Interplanetary Perspective.”
And we thank you all for your
generous Earth Day support,
through Share the Plate, for
Clean Ocean Access.
Donations for May‟s recipient,

Be Great for Nate, a teen
suicide prevention program, are
still being calculated as of this
writing.
The committee is also discussing
using the balance of this year‟s
budget to support two local
organizations: Turning Around
Ministries, a faith-based outreach
program offering after-care
services to previously
incarcerated persons returning
to Newport County, and
Newport Pride, a program
hosted by NewportOut, offering
Pride Month programs in June.
Also in this issue, look for Sally
Hanchett‟s report on a
reinvigorated Channing Sharing
Locker and Sheila McEntee‟s
report on donation needs from
Conexion Latina Newport.
As always, members interested
in joining us are most welcome,
and may contact our chair, Nan
H e r o u x ,
a t
socialaction@channingchurch.or
g. We‟ve been meeting on Zoom
on the second Monday of most
months.
SUMMER SHARE THE
PLATE COLLECTIONS
Our beneficiary for
June, and perhaps
also
July
and
August, will be
Sankofa Community Connection,
a very active group which works
collaboratively with several
Newport area organizations,
striving to “disrupt inequalities
and injustice within our
community and schools….” Its
mission is To increase pride of
place within Newport County‟s
African American Community
through a community -led
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initiative with three main focus
areas: 1. Community events and
gatherings to increase our social
cohesion, 2. Community
meetings at which discussions
are held on the impact of
institutional racism and racial
oppression, to pr omote
dialogue and create solutions to
the issues, and 3. Historical
Education to reveal, honor and
celebrate the cultural heritage
of African Americans of early
Newport.
You may submit checks with
“Share the Plate” on the memo
line, to support this most
worthy cause, or you can try
out the new donation button on
our web site!
~Beth Milham
Social Action Committee

ECO BITS & TIPS
Climate Change and Social
Change Meeting Up
Social, or Societal Change just
keeps on happening, in spite of
political paralysis, or to be more
accurate, near universal
Republican denial and
intransigence. Real change is
oc c urr ing a s busine sse s
acknowledge the need to
change and as consumers
quickly follow suit. Rachael
Maddow, the popular MSNBC
News and Opinion Host for
(her show by the same name)
devoted an entire segment to
F o r d M o t or C omp a ny ‟ s
commitment, or shrewd
business acumen, to sell 100
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION
percent battery rechargeable
and electric powered F-150
trucks. It‟ll be called “The
Lightening,” with visions of
colonial scientist Ben Franklin in
the background, I guess.
In a follow-up story, there have
been over 20,000 pre-orders
involving deposits from
(hopefully) future Ford truck
customers. Wow! And while
Ford typically sells about
400,000 F-150s in a year, five
percent or more of that segment
will be purchased as plug-in
electric pick-ups. And by the
way, that truck is by far the
single most popular vehicle sold
in the US. By way of comparison,
Toyota Prius and Prime, on a
yearly basis, do not even reach
100,000 units. So, selling electric
trucks, and creating competition
with Elon Musk‟s Tesla, could
mark significant social change or
„turning point‟, at least with
consumers, for low carbon
alternatives. I would still point
out that unless you are a building
contractor or farmer, purchasing
one still seems indulgent at best,
or wasteful.
With rechargeable battery
manufacturers planning to build
more factories, and wind turbine
farms, both on and off-shore
moving forward and increasing in
capacity quickly, a societal
change (or revolution) is surely
underway. I introduced my
indirect way of helping out,
through Climate Ride last
month. Allow me to expand on
that here (and in next month‟s
„Summer Edition‟).
Climate Ride participants, such
as myself, choose five not-for
profits where the money raised

from this fundraising goes to
work, whose mission closely
matches ClimateRide.org . Two
of mine are Woods Hole
Research Center (MA.) and Bear
Ears Inter-Tribal Coalition (UT.)
I chose the former due to its
proximity, yet global reach in
monitoring sea and land based
climates for changes, critical in
developing policies to combat
warming. I chose the Coalition
because it is the only regional
group focused on Native
American issues as it relates to
land conservation and cultural
preservation, key elements to
engaging a wider audience and
more beneficiaries of slowing
and reversing climate change.

in support of 100 local, regional
and national organizations
focused on education, research
and preservation. Once on the
site, in the upper right corner,
you can either hit the DONATE
(with a heart icon) and in my
name CRAIG GASPARD. I have
more details on my own
fundraising site for the
MAINE ride challenge.
Please
email
me@
ecobits@channingchurch.org ,
if you have questions.
More in our Ecobits July/ August
edition.
~Craig Gaspard, (the views
expressed are the sole opinion
of this writer

So PLEASE, consider a donation

DONATION DRIVE IN
HONOR OF
FATHERS, FAMILIES,
AND MEN
Celebrate the men in your life by
filling the Channing Donation Bin
with items needed for the wellbeing of men and their families. The Social Action Committee hopes
the Donation Bin will be overflowing by Father’s Day, Sunday,
June 20!
Items needed:
·
Travel-size toiletries of soap, shampoo, lotion, tooth
paste, combs, and shaving kits
·
Men’s socks, underwear, and tee shirts
·
Razors, toilet paper, tooth brushes, and suntan lotion
·
Dish and laundry detergent and household cleaning
supplies
·
Children diapers, especially sizes 3, 4 and 5, and wipes
Place your donations in the clearly marked bin on the porch outside
the Channing Office. The donations will be distributed to the Seamen‟s Church Institute, Conexion Latina Newport, The McKinney
Shelter, and the Martin Luther King Center.
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