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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CORNER

WHAT’S UP FOR THE
CMC SUMMER
SERVICE PROGRAMS
This summer Channing Memorial
Church will be presenting nine
diverse and interesting
presentations as our Sunday service
on the CHANNING YOU TUBE
CHANNEL The services will be
posted at 9:00 a.m. and available
for viewing afterwards each Sunday
morning from July 4 to August 29.
Subscribe and click the bell icon to
receive notifications when new
videos are posted!
Summer Chiming Fellowship
Our Chimers will play the
bells at 10:00am on
Sunday mornings. The
tents are up in the
playground area, please bring your
own beverage and/or snack. Come
enjoy the bell concert and being
together after far too long!

GREAT NEWS…
HOT OFF THE PRESS!!!!
The van Beuren Charitable Foundation has generously
awarded Channing Memorial Church a $150,000
conditional grant towards further improvements of our
campus. The award is contingent upon our raising an additional
$50,000 from members, friends, and community sources. (We
can do it!!!) A schedule is being developed for work to upgrade
the ancient utilities serving our campus, prioritizing the most
critical needs. Next will be landscaping and site work to improve
the safety, aesthetics and usage of the corridor between our
buildings. The conceptual site plan (above), by Tom Willett, will
give you an idea of what we might look forward to. You can
probably imagine all sorts of creative uses for the various areas.
What a dramatic and wonderful change
this will be for Channing!
~Susan Kieronski for the Vision 2025 Capital Campaign Team
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July 4
UU Beloved CommunityBuilding in Response to a
Zero Sum Nation
Rev. Jeannette Bessinger
With increasingly divergent
politics and ideologies, the
challenges to our nation are
coming to a crescendo. We are
amid a crisis of separation.
We’re standing at a crossroad
where we must evolve more
effective ways of creating heartcentered community or risk
fracturing along the fault lines of
a zero sum battle.
This is the first of a 2-sermon
series. In this first part, Rev.
Bessinger will share lessons on
community-building gleaned from
growing up in Channing church
and her story-based work with
over 5,000 Newport County
youth in high-risk situations.
Continued on page 2

S U N DAY W O R S H I P S E RV I C E S
Continued from Pg. 1

Part 2nd will be in Fall 2021 in
which we’ll consider the ways
Unitarian Universalism is
uniquely positioned to answer
tha t cal l as a Beloved
Community.
As an interfaith minister and Board
Certified Health Coach, Rev.
Jeannette Bessinger brings a holistic
perspective to her work. Her
healthy lifestyle perspectives have
been showcased in hundreds of
speaking venues and media outlets,
including Consumer Reports, the
Washington Post, NPR and NBC
News.

July 11
A Reporter's Personal View
of the Israeli-Palestinian
Conflict
Tim Phelps
Tim Phelps has spent several
years during his reporting career
covering the Middle East. From
this up-close, personal
perspective he will talk about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. While
he recognizes that any criticism
of the Israeli occupation brings
about outrage, there are
important stores to tell such
Israeli brutality and how liberal
Israelis suffered ostracism from
Israeli society for refusing to
fight or for speaking out.
Tim has a long career in journalism
during which he spent several years
in Egypt and Israel reporting on the
Israeli – Palestinian conflict.

July 18
Writing Your Spiritual
Biography
Rev. Dr. Judy Campbell
A spiritual biography traces your
spiritual and religious life –
where you started, what you
have gone through that may
have changed your life or
understanding of spirituality and
where you are now. Judy will
talk about the process of writing
about one’s spiritual journey.
Rev. Campbell is a community
minister, author and artist. She is
the author of the Olympia Brown
Mysteries, the Viridienne Green
Mysteries, several poetry and
children’s books.
July 25
Post Traumatic Spiritual
Gifts
Rev. Phil Schulman
In November 2017 Rev.
Schulman was struck by a truck
while riding his bicycle. He
began a long path to recovery.
Along the way he found that he
had been given priceless gifts
w h i c h
h e
c a l l s
"Post Traumatic Spiritual Gifts"
that helped him face everything
and recover. Phil will share his
story and philosophy of spiritual
gifts in the time of crisis.
Rev. Schulman has served
congregations in the US Virgin
Islands, Florida and, California,
Texas, Louisiana and currently
provides supply preaching in Texas.
He has been deeply involved in eco
-peace and justice activism, and
working for human rights in field of
mental health including developing
a peer counseling program to a
hospital addi cti on unit in
Shreveport, LA. and directed the
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creation of a program to reduce the
amount of force and violence in a
upstate NY county’s mental health
crisis response.
August 1
Ourselves and Our History:
Notes about special elements
of our various restoration
projects
Chris Laudon
Using iMovie and pictures of
Channing’s various restoration
projects Chris will have us take a
peek at parts of our campus
usually not seen, or which we
may not were remembered.
These images and her narrative
will show us the connection that
come from seeing things easily
viewed and those unseen, from
what is known or not known,
from the remembered to that
lost to memory.

August 8

Laugh
for Life

Rev. Bill Zelazny
Launching for a Zen story of
three laughing monks, Bill will
invite us to think about the
importance of being able to
laugh, even in troubling or
personally challenging times.
This will be an outdoor
service in Touro Park,
please bring your own chair.
There will also be a modest
picnic afterwards with
hotdogs
(meat
and
meatless) and some side
dishes outside the Parish
Hall. See page 7 for more
information
[NOTE: In the
event of rain this service will be
swapped with another service
planned for later in August ]

WO R S H I P S E RV I C E S & B OA R D O F T RU S T E E S

August 15
Ocean Justice: Joining Social
Equity and the Response to
Climate Change
Lisa Colburn
The push for social equity and
our response to climate change
intersect in the ocean space. As
sea level rises and storms
intensify, it is urgent to consider
who is most at risk and how our
response might favor the most
advantaged and place burdens on
the disadvantaged people in
coastal communities. We should
engage as broadly as possible in
efforts of ocean conservation
and fairness must be a central
consideration as we seek
solutions. Lisa Colburn, a
member of Channing Church
works as a fisheries
anthropologist.
This
presentation will examine the
concept of climate justice in
relation to coastal communities.
August 22
The Formation of the
Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA)
Tom Beall
2021 marks the 60th anniversary
of the merger of the American
Unitarian Universalist
Association and the Universalist
Church of American to form the
Unitarian Universalist
Association. History buff and
long-time church member, Tom
Beall will take a look back at this
event that resulted in the
formation of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.

August 29
Unitarians in India
Tom Howard
India’s religious landscape
includes a Unitarian Association
– the Brahmo Samaj, founded in
1828 by Rammohun Roy, the
Unitarian Christian Church of
Chennai, in Madras, founded in
1795 and the Unitarian Church
of the Khasi Hills, founded in
1887 by Hajom Kissor Singh.
Within a radius of 50 miles in
the highlands of the Khasi hills in
northeast India live 98 percent
(over 9000 people) of the
country’s Unitarians.
Congregation member, Tom
Howard, will introduce us to the
Unitarian Church of the Khasi
Hills with this presentation.
September 5: No worship
Service Labor day Weekend

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE FOR THE
SUMMER
Greetings all! Thanks to Michele
for the reminder that the
Summer Catalyst was for July
and August! I guess that I have
been so enjoying being outside
and being “let out of my Covid 19 cage” that the rest of life slid
to the background! So to keep it
brief … enjoy the summer. Heal
from the confines of the Covid19 world and the social,
economic, and political ills of the
world and just let your bodies
be. Let them be in the sun, let
them be in the gardens, let them
be walking, running, biking,
hiking, kayaking, or whatever
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else they like to do. Let your
emotions enjoy getting together
with family and friends in person,
without the masks if you feel
safe and wish to do that. Let
your minds focus on what you
are doing in the moment and
make that your only awareness
in that moment, allowing your
minds some rest from all the
distractions of the crazy, busy
world. Let your senses take it all
in without judgment but just
with enjoyment of the sights,
sounds, tastes, and sensations of
summer. It will be fall and winter
again soon enough.
So here is my loving kindness
wish for all … may you be
happy, may you be safe, may you
be healthy as you can, and may
you live with ease. May you
suspend judgment and criticism
of self and others and just reach
out, stretch out, and enjoy you
lives as being valid and right just
as they are.
Have a great summer and see
you when we reopen in the fall.
Love and best wishes,
Ginny

It’s quick and easy, and you can
do it from anywhere! Just go to:
https://secure.myvanco.com/
YQBZ/home then click on one
of three options: Sunday
Offering, Share the Plate, or
General Fund. Follow the
instructions and a receipt will be
mailed to you after you are
done. Thank you for your
generosity and support!

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
CAREGIVING
UPDATE
Happy summer to all!
It’s the season for new
beginnings, and we’re pleased to
congratulate three new
graduates
from
our
congregation.
All three
graduated from Portsmouth High
School: Avery Bongiovanni, son
of S te pha ni e a nd K ev in
Bongiovanni; Anna Yalanis,
daughter of Chris Yalanis and
granddaughter of Betsy Leerssen;
and Aquinnah Thayer, daughter
of Priscilla Smyth and
granddaughter of the late
Channing members CDR (USN,
Ret) and Mrs. Wirt Thayer. Best
wishes to all three of you as you
pursue your next adventures!
Congratulations go out as well to
the Thorsons, Kristine and Thor,
who have another new grandson,
Henry Downing Thorson, born
on May 19. Henry’s parents are
Kevin and Kate Thorson of New
York City.
Our loving thoughts are with our
Caregiving program creator,
Nickie Kates, who sadly suffered
a fall on Memorial Day weekend
and has undergone surgeries to
repair fractures to her hip and
hand. George and other family
members are taking wonderful
care of Nickie, and I know she’ll
be pleased to receive calls and
notes of support during her long
recovery process.
At the time of this writing, Piper
Padillia is also set to have hip
surgery on June 29. This is her
second surgery; the first went
well, and we hope this one is
equally successful!

Tom Beall just had cataract
surgery on both eyes in June and
is enjoying his much-improved
sight again!
Channing received a letter from
Larry Bacon and Dave Burnett,
who are now busily engaged in
restoring an 1880-era farm near
Mt. Vernon, Maine. Since the
church is not open at present
and we can’t post the entire
letter on the bulletin board in
the Parish Hall for everyone to
read, Michele has it in the church
office and I’m sure will be happy
to forward it upon request.
Larry and Dave would love to
hear from old church friends –
their mailing address is P.O. Box
364, Mt. Vernon, ME 04352 (this
is in the church directory).
Many thanks to Milly Jessen and
Lindsay Cassidy, who served as
Caregiving coordinators for June!
Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you
know of someone who could use
a friendly phone call, a meal
o f f er i ng , a r i d e t o a n
appointment, or some other
assistance, we welcome hearing
from you. Our Caregiving
coordinators for July will be
Judie Porter and Pam Goff,
and for August will be Beth
Milham
and
JoAnn
Rosemont. You may contact
any one of these individuals
during the appropriate time
frame, or one of the other
Caregiving program co-leaders,
Sally Hanchett or Lindsay
Cassidy.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving
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CIRCLE OF
CONCERNS &
JOYS

Sat., July 17 and August 21,
9:00am, Via Zoom
“Circle of Concerns
and Joys” is an
opportunity to gather
in an interactive,
supportive setting to
share joys and concerns. Each
session includes brief readings,
sharing, shared silence, and
candle-lighting, and lasts about
an
hour.
All
are
welcome!
Please email
Maryellen Doherty at
ConcernsAndJoys@channin
gchurch.org a few days
beforehand if you’d like to
participate, and she’ll send you
the Zoom meeting information
and readings. Plan to sign in a
few minutes early to get settled
before we begin at 9:00.

LIVE ZOOM
MEDITATIONS
Ginny Spaulding leads a
meditation on
Zoom
approximately every other
Wednesday at 8:30 a.m.
The 20 – 30 minute session are
based on Buddhist tradition of
mindfulness and stress reduction
as taught by Jon Kabat Zinn and
other Buddhist meditation
teachers. Other forms of
mediation may be explored as
desired by participants.
To receive the schedule and
Zoom link please email Ginny:
meditation@channingchurch.org

SOCIAL ACTION
SAC UPDATE

A Recap of Social Action
2020-21 and a Call for Input”
By any standard, 2020-2021
was a challenging time for all of
us. Channing’s Social Action
Committee met the challenges
head on and accomplished
many of the goals we had set
for ourselves.
Many, many
Zoom meetings, while
challenging in themselves,
placed no obstacles in our way.
Indeed, feeding the hungry,
legislating justice and healing
our planet went on as before,
only a little slower nonetheless
vigorous!
Feeding the hungry took the
form of monthly breakfasts at
McKinney Shelter and
collection of food for local
pantries in donation bins at the
church office. A new outreach
program was fostered in
partnership with Conexion
Latina
Newport,
an
organization assisting immigrant
Latino communities in Newport
with clothing, medical
equipment and household items
as they work to establish
homes in the county. Nor did
COVID-19 hamper our efforts
to make the holidays joyous for
local families in need. Gifts of
hats, gloves, toys and toiletries
made the season bright as
church members donated and
delivered these items to
shelters and families in our
area. Gift cards were another
item which was a popular
donation. Due to the closure
of the Parish Hall, we were
unable to continue our vegan
potluck dinners and educational
evenings. The future of the
event is uncertain at this point.

While the annual meeting of the
Legislative Ministry of RI was
canceled in 2020, UULMRI was
able to hold its 2021 annual
meeting virtually. Such issues as
environmental justice, gun
violence
prevention,
reproductive rights, living wage,
prison reform, doula services
and suicide prevention were on
the agenda and members learned
about bills addressing them and
how they might help in making
them part of state law. The
format for our virtual meeting
was conducive to a larger
attendance and may be
incorporated into future annual
meetings.
Share the Plate (STP) collections
suffered a bit from the lack of inperson church services where
we “pass the plate”. We still
managed to keep the program
going and even make it more
efficient by partnering with the
Newport Partnership for
Families (NPFF).
During the
height of the pandemic, we
designated NPFF as the recipient
of STP funds collected with the
stipulation that they distribute
money to partner agencies
meeting the basic needs of our
communities. Their coalition of
members appreciated our
support of their services at this
critical time.
SAC’s
attention
to
environmental justice found
expression not only in legislative
efforts but in the education of
our members through the Eco
Bits & Tips column in the
Catalyst written by Craig
Gaspard, with contributions by
Russ Milham in Green Corner.
In April, an Earth Day service
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featured a sermon by Clean
Ocean Access Executive
Director, Dave McLaughlin, with
Q&A at fellowship afterwards.
In the end this pandemic did not
defeat us and while it isn’t over
yet, we make plans for more
action in 2021-22 and hope
more members will join us in
making our efforts a success.
We welcome your ideas for
new goals and activities for the
coming year.
~Nan Heroux, SAC Chair

ECO BITS & TIPS
Climate Change: Adaptation
or Prevention
Summer is here
already. By the time
you read this we’ll
have passed the
summer
solstice:
longest sunlit days of the year.
This is about four to eight
weeks ahead of the traditional
hot “dog days” of summer.
But something in the western
US is extremely concerning
already: a heat wave and
drought so severe that 85% of
California is in Extreme or
Exceptional Drought. This is an
over 50% increase in these two
most severe stages of drought
as measured by the US Drought
Monitor. (There is a clever map
comparison here where one can
compare regions and states for
this deepening and spreading of
this severe drought:
droughtmonitor.unl.edu.)
Nearly all of the climate
scientists believe this same
drought that’s gripping
California and the entire
western US has been
exaggerated by climate change.
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION
Higher temperatures reduce
available moisture in the air and
soil and are greatly stressing all
living systems in the west. But I
want to focus on one system we
are all dependent: agriculture
and food production.
13.5% of all food produced in
the US, at $ 50 Billion, is from
California; a greater percentage
than the next two US states
combined. From 40% of all US
vegetables and nearly all nuts,
Olives and Dates. Two thirds of
all US grown fruits are from
California. It is also the largest
dairy producing state in the US.
And all of these products
require a large amount of
water!!
In fact, right now, much of the
water for production is coming
from groundwater: deep wells,
which are NOT sustainable in an
arid climate growing waterhungry crops. Pumping ever
shrinking groundwater resources
is not Adaptation. I fear
significant increases in food costs
if not downright “shortages” as
soon as this year could easily
appear.
Prevention of the most severe
effects of climate change is
critically important to human
survival and long-term planetary
health. Reducing fossil fuel use,
tying up carbon and growing a
”circular economy” are vital to
slowing and stopping the surge
in temperatures and the global
imbalance in rainfall.
Please consider, like other
Channing members, supporting
me on my Climate Ride on the
Maine coast in September. More
than 100 state and regional
or ga niza ti ons hav e been

awarded over $10 Million in
grants as a result of Climate
Rides that began in 2008. I chose
five outstanding environmental
organizations, but all of the
organizations benefit and are
mentioned
on
the
Climateride.org website!
Support.climateride.org/index
and then make a donation in my
name. Action starts somewhere.
I feel a bicycle ride taken by 40
individuals along busy Route One
on the Maine coast is a great
place to start. I actually hope to
recruit another congregant to
go, so Channing can be well
represented on the next Climate
Ride I go on! $25, $50 or even
just $10 would be GREATLY
APPRECIATED! Wish me good
luck. Wish us all good luck.
~Craig Gaspard, (the views
expressed are the sole opinion
of this writer

SUMMER SHARE THE
PLATE COLLECTIONS
Our beneficiary for July and
August, will be Sankofa
Community Connection
(sankofanewport.org. ), a group
which works collaboratively with
several Newport area
organizations, striving to “disrupt
inequalities and injustice within
our
community
and
schools….”Its mission is To
increase pride of place within
Newport County’s African
American Community through a
community-led initiatives.
You may submit checks with
“Share the Plate” on the memo
line, to support this most worthy
cause, or you can donate online
on our website at: https://
secure.myvanco.com/YQBZ/
home

SHARING LOCKER REBOOT
The Social Action Committee is again requesting support of our
Sharing Locker. We are collecting toiletries, cleaning supplies and
paper goods for those in our community struggling financially. These
items cannot be purchased by food stamps and are
sometimes difficult for families to afford. The focus
item for July is summer fun. Please consider
bringing a bottle of sun lotion or bug repellent.
For August as we appreciate nature and our
beautiful trees and forests, and especially
sustainable bamboo! Please consider donating
paper towels, tissues, or women’s hygiene products.
All items appreciated especially sustainable paper
alternatives like bamboo.
Please bring items to the August 8th Outdoor Worship
Service in Touro Park along with your 2nd Sunday food
donations. You can leave the items on Channing House
front porch before or after the service.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
WEDNESDAY
FAMILY PICNICS

SUNDAY CHIMING
FELLOWSHIP

10:00am-10:30am on
Sunday Mornings
Many thanks to our Channing
Chimers who give us a beautiful
30 minute musical service each
Sunday from 10:00am to
10:30am, which we can enjoy
from Touro Park or the Church
Grounds. The tents will be up
in the playground area to
provide
shade
or
rain
protection, please bring your
own beverage and/or snack.
Our chimers are Linda Beall,
Janna Peterson, Chris Ariel,
Cynthia Skelton, and Jim
Freess. Their work is greatly
appreciated.
July 4: Janna Pederson
July 11: Jim Freess
July 18: Jim Freess
July 25: Linda Beall
August 1: Janna Pederson
August 8: Jim Freess (9:30am)
Outdoor Worship Service in
Touro park at 10:00am!
August 15: Cynthia Skelton
August 22: Linda Beall
August 29: Christine Ariel

On Wednesday evenings the
Channing Chalice Children
(CCC) and their families meet at
6:00pm (weather permitting) in
Touro Park for a picnic style
dinner. Please bring your own
food. Contact JoAnne Ritchie
for more information at
familyministry@channingchurch.org

OUTDOOR
WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday, August 8, 10:00am,
in Touro Park
The August 8th
summer service is
scheduled to be
an
outdoor
service in Touro Park, across
from the church. Rev. Bill
Zelazny will lead the service. The
theme is “Laugh Life.” Music will
be
provided
by
Norm
Moore. There will be a picnic
immediately
after
the
service with food provided –
hotdog (meat and meatless), a
side dish and lemonade -- to be
held beside the Parish Hall.
Please bring your own
chair. Rain date – August
15.
Please respect other
people’s social distancing desires
and feel free to bring your own
box lunch if that makes you
more comfortable (or if you just
don’t like hotdogs!)

CHURCH
BUILDINGS
REOPENING
Planning is underway
for the reopening of
the Sanctuary and Parish Hall.
The target is September 12th
(Ingathering), though that may be
adjusted depending on Covid
conditions at that time.
The Reopening Task Force has
started to meet to discuss the
many issues that need to be
address for us to safely reopen.
These
include
how
to
accommodate vaccinated and
unvaccinated people, how to
accommodate children, layout
and set-up of indoor spaces,
appropriate elements to include
in services to maintain safety,
broadcast platforms for Sunday
service and meetings, (we may
be using just You Tube for
Sunday services), singing, physical
contact, and being prepared for a
fall/winter surge in infections,
which may require changing setup arrangements.
We will be using CDC, State of
Rhode Island and UUA guidelines
and common sense to guide our
decisions. Comments and
suggestions are welcome.
You can send them to Rev.
Bill Zelazny by email at:
(minister@channingchurch.org)

Summer Church Office Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00am-1:00pm
The Weekly Announcements will be sent out to the Congregation Thursday afternoon
(instead of Friday). If you have an announcement you would like to share please be sure
to send it to office@channingchurch.org by Wednesday evening at the latest!

Closed July 19-30 (No Weekly Announcements during this time)
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