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IN-PERSON
ACTIVITIES RESUME
IN SEPTEMBER!!
SOME THINGS TO
KNOW

The CMC Re-opening Taskforce,
the Board of Trustees and Rev. Bill
have been working to develop guidelines for resuming in-person
worship, after service fellowship, children‟s programming and other
activities safely. Below are the guidelines we will be following.
We know there are differing opinions about what can and should
be done for in-person events, some even backed by research.
After studying and considering alternatives we have decided to
follow a conservative course of action that we hope will
appropriately protect people of all ages and health conditions.
Policies and procedures will be reevaluated as we progress into the
year.
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY
Individuals should engage with the church as they are comfortable
Individuals should advise others when they sitting or standing too
close or doing something that makes them feel unsafe.
RE-STARTING
Sunday services, fellowship time, children‟s programming resume
on September 12th
Committees, programs, rentals may resume whenever a group
wishes to meet
MASKS and VACCINATION
Masks are required for all indoor services and activities
Vaccination is not required, though strongly encouraged
SUNDAY SERVICES
Dual presentation – In person worship in the Sanctuary and online
via YouTube live at 10:00 a.m.
Open seating (some rows/areas will be closed); seating spaces will
not marked off – family pods can sit close together, others please
self distance 6 feet apart
Continued on page 2
1

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
IN THE SANCTUARY
The service will also be presented
live on the CHANNING YOU
TUBE CHANNEL and available
for viewing afterwards.
Sept. 5: No Worship Service
September 12: Ingathering
Do We Need Church?
Rev. Bill Zelazny
In her 1929
speech before
the
Minister
Conference at
Barry Street, an
annual gathering of ministers to
hear distinguished speakers, the
Rev. Anna Garlin Spencer, the
first ordained woman minister in
Rhode Island, asked if society
had outgrowing the need for a
church. She wondered if all the
new means of communication
and connection that had
developed in the early 20th
century had made assembly at a
church for educational and
spiritual stimulation obsolete.
We can make the same inquiry
today. Join Rev. Bill for our
2021 In-gathering service to
explore this question.
This In-gathering Sunday we
will hold a traditional box
lunch picnic. Bring a box
lunch, a blanket or chair for
an old-fashioned picnic in
the
park
(weather
permitting).
Water and
lemonade will be provided,
or bring your own beverage.
During the picnic we will
also
celebrate
the
completion of the new
sanctuary roof.
Children’s
faith
d e v e l o pm e nt
pr o g r a m
begins this Sunday also. See
page 4 for more info.

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
September 19
UU Beloved CommunityBuilding in Response to a
Zero Sum Nation, Part 2
Rev. Jeannette Bessinger
This is the second of a two-part
sermon series. Part 1 was
presented on July 4 and is available
to view on the CHANNING YOU
TUBE CHANNEL
The nature of the entire
universe is love – all things
drawing together, holding
together to create cohesion. In
the second part of this call to
our church to build Beloved
Community, we will explore the
proposed 8th Principle, how and
why it came about, and how UUers can use it as a springboard
for a broader healing of our
national “crisis of separation”.
Rev. Bessinger has been a guest in
the Channing Church pulpit several
times. She is an interfaith minister
and Board Certified Health Coach
with an interest in self-development
and interpersonal connections.

September 26
What Shape is Your Faith?
Rev. Bill Zelazny
If your faith could be put into a
three-dimensional shape, what
would it look like? Join Rev. Bill
for this discussion of personal
faith and what faith means for us.
Weather permitting, this
service will be held in Touro
Park, across from the
church.
Bring a chair or
blanket.

Recruiting Assistants for
Outdoor Sunday Fellowship
After Sunday service (outdoor) fellowship
time is starting again in September. In order
to have refreshments available for
coffee hour, volunteers are urgently needed to help make
coffee and set up the serving table outside the Parish Hall.
Tasks: make 2 thermoses of regular and 1 thermos of decaf coffee
and one of hot water, set out paper cups, tea bags, sugar packets
and single serving milk cups, clean up after fellowship time.
PLEASE NOTE: You are welcome to bring your own
beverage and/or snack to Fellowship if you prefer.
Contact the church office (email office@channingchurch.org
or call 846-0643) if interested in assisting the congregation
enjoy fellowship time on Sundays.
F RO M PAGE 1: I N - PERSON ACTIVITIES RESUME IN SEPTEM BE R!

Service elements will be modified to lessen movement
No congregational singing at this time
Offering to be collected in basket by entrance/exit
No paper Order of Service distributed at door; OOS will be
attached to Friday-E-news for you to print out or look at on your
phone/device.
Chiming takes place at 9:30am
AFTER-SERVICE FOLLOWSHIP
Outside (weather permitting) under the tent until cold weather,
then move into Parish Hall
Chairs available in back room of Parish Hall if needed for outside
fellowship
Coffee/ tea and water will be provided (see Fellowship Assistants
Needed article above). Food is permitted. Please feel free to bring
your own coffee and/or snack. If you bring something to share we
strongly suggest pre-packaged food. Homemade items should be
cut and served in individual portions in plastic bags or in paper
cupcake cups
CHILDREN
Classes held outdoors, weather permitting, until cold weather.
When in the Parish Hall the meeting room is to be set up
according to school district spacing/seating guidelines
Children go directly to class meeting area; no Message for All Ages
during the service
Children may stay with parents for the worship service, no play
area/ children's table in Sanctuary
We will have “busy bags” available for the children
No childcare at this time
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Just when I begin to wonder to
write for this month‟s Catalyst I
hear the call of the morning
birds, feel the air damp with the
remnants of the Tropical storm
just experienced, and revel at
the dawn fog that blankets the
yard with an ethereal mist. Then
I am grounded in the earth, that
magical pulsing, ever alive, earth.
First the calm, then the storm,
then the reawakening. The everrepetitive cycles of the natural
world of which we are an
intimate part. So, I take my
lessons from nature, rejoicing
and active on clear sunny
summer, fall, winter, and spring
days, hide in my cave during the
storms, and re-emerge
afterwards to assess the damage,
what remains, what has changed,
and what I need to rebuild.
It really seems like the past year
has been a particularly stormy
one. Yes, there have been a few
sunny days, but many have been
spent in our caves riding out the
storms. And perhaps the storms
of man and nature are not really
over just yet, but there have
been more sunny days and we
have emerged a bit more to
survey the damage, what
remains, and what we need to
do to rebuild. In the face of the
storm, we continued as best we
could. But now it‟s time to
venture out even a little further,

noticing the clouds, but maybe
with less fear and more
certainty that we are resilient.
We will do what we must to
insure our health and safety to
the best of our ability. We will
continue to act with care and
intelligence as we survey the
damage and proceed with the
next steps. We will use the new
skills we developed while in our
caves to continue to deal with
our ever-changing world and
lives.

selves, guided by our great
Unitarian principles. Till we meet
again …

We are after all Unitarians. We
have enlightened principles to
guide us in making decisions and
informing our choices that are
inc lusive, not exc lusiv e,
thoughtful, not impulsive,
peaceful not garrulous, growth
oriented, not stagnant. So let us
all come together for our
ingathering on September 12th
living our principles and caring
for the most vulnerable among
us as we meet again face to face.
Let us r ejoic e in our
accomplishments over the past
year and continue the very
important work of our Church
and Unitarian faith. I for one
really look forward to gathering
in our Sanctuary again. It has
been a long storm and the
remnants of this storm are
persistent. We have learned
much. We can now move out of
our caves more as we have a
much better handle of when the
next squall is coming and how to
deal with it. We can always
briefly duck back inside when
conditions shift. It seems that
learning to live in a stormy
world is our challenge but with
guidance and care, one that is
possible. Let us do that
together, using our best spiritual

CREATIVE
CONNECTIONS
GALLERY
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May you all be safe, be well, and
live with as much ease as
possible.
See you soon,
Ginny

Come see the exhibit in the
Parish Hall!
A group of talented
photographers, including Kate
Dempsey, Jim Egan, Jim Freess,
Ron Heroux, Sue Ohama, Bill
Peresta, and Margaret Polski,
loaned their diverse and
intriguing work for an exhibit in
the Parish Hall in early March
2020. We all got together and
had fun hanging the show.
Unfortunately, the pandemic hit,
and the exhibit was only
appreciated for the last year and
a half by staff, and possibly by
workmen on their way to use
the facilities! The artists were
generous about allowing the
work to remain. Gallery elves
have just added wall labels with
titles, artists names, and prices, if
provided.
The work is there for you to
enjoy, if you have occasion
to visit the Parish Hall.
Some is for sale - 30% to
Channing is suggested.
Thank you!
Susan Kieronski

FA M I LY M I N I S T RY

WELCOME BACK,
CHANNING CHALICE CHILDREN FAMILIES!!
We have had a crazy year and a half! We have tried to arrange meet-ups during the
COVID time, and sometimes it worked. We had Sunday morning lessons at Touro Park
and then we switched them to Wednesday afternoons. Now we are ready to get back
to normal….
At the start of the year on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th, I will meet with the
families in the playground between 9:30 and 9:45. At that time, I am asking that
the parents complete the registration forms for this year. At this time, the children
will stay in class for the entire service time. Amy Wittekind will be assisting me this
year.
Depending upon the weather and the status of the COVID Delta variant, we will hold
our class either outside or in the parish hall classroom.
At this time, there will be no childcare offered. Children under 4 are invite to stay
with their families in the Sanctuary. There will be no play area/children's table. We
will have “Busy Bags” available for them to play with quietly in the pews.
Our program will be fluid for at least the beginning of the year since we cannot
predict the direction COVID will be taking. Be assured that we will take any
precautions necessary for the safety and health of our children. We will address any
concerns that arise. There will be masks and hand sanitizer on hand, and I will keep all
surfaces clean and provide individual sets of materials for the kiddos.
Please don’t hesitate to call me at any time: (401) 855-8765.
See you soon!!!!
JoAnne Ritchie
Email:
FamilyMinistry@channingchurch.org

Pictures of the CCC kids and
Channing peeps enjoying Nimfest at
King’s Park this summer
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SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
CAREGIVING
UPDATE
This will be a big
month
at
Channing Church
– the month we
return to in-person services after
our long Covid hiatus.
We
cannot say enough thanks to
those who assisted with
Caregiving needs during these
long months of worry and stress.
It will be good to be together
again!
As always, Caregiving
coordinators provided help as
needed all summer long. Our
gratitude goes to Beth Milham,
Judie Porter, JoAnn Rosemont,
and Pam Goff for their efforts in
July and August.
We extend deepest condolences
to Kathy Takata and her family
on the death of her father, Dr.
Stephen Burns, on Aug. 11 after
a long illness. Kathy and her
siblings cared for their father
over the past few months, a
special time of closeness for all
of them.

Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you
know of someone who could use
a friendly phone call, a meal
o f f er i ng , a r i d e t o a n
appointment, or some other
assistance, we welcome hearing
from you. Our
Caregiving
coordinators
for September will be Beth
Jepson and JoAnn Rosemont.
You may contact either of these
individuals, or one of the other
Caregiving program co-leaders,
Sally Hanchett or Lindsay
Cassidy.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

SUNDAY CHIMING

9:30am (Before the 10:00am
Sunday Worship Service)
Many thanks to our Channing
Chimers who give us a beautiful
30 minute musical concert on
Sundays! Our chimers are Linda
Beall, Janna Peterson, Chris
Ariel, Cynthia Skelton, and Jim
Freess. Their work is greatly
appreciated.
Sept. 5: Janna Pederson
No Worship this Sunday,
chiming at 10:00am
Sept. 12: Cynthia Skelton
Sept. 19: Cynthia Skelton
Sept. 26: Jim Freess

MANY THANKS TO JUDIE PORTER FOR THESE
PICTURES FROM OUR AUGUST 8 OUTDOOR
WORSHIP SERVICE IN TOURO PARK!

Beth Milham passed along the
news that Tom Lyons, who along
with his family was an active
member of Channing in the
1960s and „70s, passed away this
summer.
Our best wishes for swift healing
go out to Christine Ariel, who
had surgery in August and is
recovering at home.
We were sorry to hear that
Charlie Beckers suffered a fall a
few weeks ago at the nursing
facility where he now resides and
underwent surgery for a
fractured femur. We hope for a
complete recovery for him.

Do you like taking pictures at Channing events? If so, we would
love to have them to post on Social Media and in the Newsletter
when possible. Please send your pictures to Michele in the
Church Office at: office@channingchurch.org, thank you!
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SOCIAL ACTION
SAC UPDATE

Social Action Reporting…
G r e e n
Congregation
-Cleaning up:
We‟ve all seen
t h o s e
horrifying pictures of birds, fish
and even whales dying with
stomachs full of plastic and
other litter. Now, Flexible
Cleanup, a partnership program
of Clean Ocean Access and
Clean It Up Joe, gives us a really
simple way to help. Participants
commit to collecting and
tabulating (then disposing of/
recycling) all the litter in an
area, perhaps as small as their
own block, on their own
schedule at least once a month.
COA provides all the necessary
equipment. Such programs help
clean up the environment, and
also provide COA with the
accurate statistics that have
made them so effective in
accomplishing changes like
plastic bag bans. For more
information and a sign-up form,
see www.cleanoceanaccess.org/
action/cleanitupjoe.
Share the
P l a t e :
September
“ S T P ”
donations
will fund our long-standing
support for Rogers High School
to provide students of limited
means with calculators for an
advanced math class. Giving is
super easy, even when we‟re
not gathering in person,
through our web site,
www.channingchurch.org. Just
click on the “give” icon on the
home page.

Support for Connexion
Latina Newport (CLN) School Supplies Needed:
CLN is currently
collecting
dona tions
of
school supplies to
distribute in its
b a c k p a c k
program. You can drop your
donations no later than September
6 at CLN‟s beautiful new
community center at 170
Broadway, Newport (next door
to PDQ printing,) or in the
donation box on the Channing
House porch. You can also make
direct purchases on their
Amazon wish list, https://a.co/
en5xO6Z. For
more
information, contact CLN’s
executive director, Rebekah
G o m e z ,
a t
rgomez@connexionlatinane
wport.org.
Get
Out
the
Vote: Last year,
more than twenty
Channing volunteers
wrote hundreds of
postcards and letters for four
different organizations to
encourage people to vote in the
primaries and elections in swing
states. With 17 states passing
rigidly restrictive voting laws this
year, the 2022 elections are
crucial for restoring voter
protections. Several people have
expressed an interest in
restarting a Channing campaign,
and some have already started
on their own. If you‟d like to
take part in such a program,
c o n t a c t
B e th
a t
SACBeth@channingchurch.org . It‟s
not too soon to get started!
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These are just four
programs that gather under
the Social Action Committee
umbrella. The current list of our
p r o j e c t s
i s
a t
www.channingchurch.org/socialaction. Check it out, and if
anything on the list engages you,
please join us! You can contact
our chair, Nan Heroux, at
socialaction@channingchurch.org
for more information.
--Beth Milham, member, Social
Action Committee

ECO BITS & TIPS
The Climate & Climate Ride
It‟s been a very
unusual summer by
any measure. And the
weather,
just
snapshots really of a
changing climate, has been no
different. In Rhode Island, our
temperatures have only been
slightly above normal, but it has
been an exceeding wet summer.
My garden has been extremely
bountiful with potatoes,
tomatoes, pole and dry beans,
peppers and cucumbers, among
other crops all highly productive
for weeks now. And I cannot
remember a summer where I
have mowed the lawn every
week, and that is just barely
keeping up with the growth that
would otherwise choke my
battery powered lawn mower.
(Incidentally, uneven and
extreme rainfall is an outcome
of increasing global
temperatures.)
The “funraiser” we held for the
Maine Climate Ride I am
participating in, was entirely
outside on a pleasant, breezy
Sunday last week. And by all
measures, it was very successful.
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION & ANNOUNCEMENTS
When all the checks and other
commitments are registered, we
will have raised close to $ 3500;
in other words, $500 more than
my initial fundraising goal. It is
Not too late to go onto the
Climateride.org website and
pledge to get us/me closer to $
4000. That was a goal I did not
think was possible just a month
ago.
I could not have reached this
goal without the generosity of
the Channing Memorial Church‟s
support. My estimate is that
over 50% of the pledges came
from church committees or
individual members. I have a
newfound respect and
admiration for our church
community. When they support
a social cause like mitigation and
prevention of the threat that
c li ma te chang e certainly
presents, our members jump in
with enthusiasm and effort!! I am
truly impressed and thankful!
Simply put, words cannot fully
express my gratitude.
The other funding was roughly
evenly divided between “friends
and co-workers,” and those with
the last name ”Gaspard”, or my
sister. Not too surprising.
The picture we all have in our
minds is shocking at this time.
But I also want to present that
there are multiple hopeful signs.
Indeed, wildfires and drought in
the American west, monsoonal
flooding events in the east are
just some of what is happening.
Globally, immigration is often
caused by climate change,
leading to millions of refugees
displaced around the world.
However, this may be offset
somewhat by rapid increases in

solar PV electricity, reductions in
coal leases and generation
capacity along with business
commitments to support a
transition away from fossil fuels.
However, this transition cannot
happen fast enough.
Next month I will continue on
this theme. The Climate Ride in
Maine is the focus of my energy
as I continue to get in „bike
riding‟ shape: one hundred miles
a week building to 150 miles
weekly. Wish me luck for the
ride, taking place this September
23-26th. Thanks again for your
caring and support!
~Craig Gaspard, for SAC

COMMUNITY
MEAL
The Channing Community Meal
was served every month during
the summer. Joan Dermody
prepared hot meals which were
bagged with drinks and snacks
and given to those who came to
Channing. In addition, 25 meals
were provided to Mckinney
Shelter.
~Joy Benson, Meal Manager
CommunityMeal@channingchurch.org

The Interweave “Born
This Way” Spring Prom is
scheduled for
April 22, 2022
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CIRCLE OF
CONCERNS & JOYS

Saturday, September 18,
9:00am, Via Zoom
“Circle of Concerns and Joys” is
an opportunity to gather in an
interactive, supportive setting to
share joys and concerns. Each
session includes brief readings,
sharing, shared silence, and
candle-lighting, and lasts about an
hour. All are welcome! Please
email Maryellen Doherty at
ConcernsAndJoys@channing
church.org a few days
beforehand if you’d like to
participate, and she‟ll send you
the Zoom meeting information
and readings. Plan to sign in a
few minutes early to get settled
before we begin at 9:00.

CHANNING’S
SHARING LOCKER

Travel size items needed
The Social Action
Committee‟s
Sharing
Locker
will highlight one
specific item for
collection
each
month. The Sharing Locker
collects toiletries and cleaning
supplies those in our community
struggling to pay for them. In
September we will accept all
donations, but wonder if you
were able to travel this summer?
Please share any travel size
toiletries you collected on your
trip. You can bring items to
the Ingathering Service on
September 12th, or you can
leave them in the donation
box located on the Channing
House Porch. These will be
donated to the McKinney Shelter
and the Seamen‟s Church
Institute.

T H E L E A R N I N G C E N T E R AT C H A N N I N G
FROM THE LEARNING CENTER AT
CHANNING CHURCH
FOR SEPTEMBER, 2021
We hope that everyone has had an engaging summer, and that
you have finally had some opportunities to get together with
family and friends. By the time of publication, we‟ll have a better idea of what will be possible
this fall for indoor, in-person services and programs at Channing. It is likely that any nearfuture TLC indoor programs will be held in the Sanctuary, following the same protocols as
with services. We can continue with Zoom programs, as well, beginning in October. Here are
a few program topics that are under discussion:
Tom Howard will conduct a service on Aug. 29, featuring the Khasi Hills Unitarians in
India, the third largest group of Unitarians in the world. He‟s hoping to arrange a follow-up
PowerPoint TLC program late in the fall.
Rev. Bill has proposed a new UU class for the community; “Meet the UU’s”, and may offer a
winter class on the Old Testament.
Bill is also researching a possible program on Teen Suicide through Steve Peterson of the local
organization “Be Great for Nate”.
Tim Phelps, Bill and Tom are researching a possible 2-part program, possibly in conjunction
with Worship, on Local Area Native American Tribes, featuring culture, struggles, future,
history.
We will possibly present something spooky for October!
David Cooper has agreed to speak on the topic of his new book: “Arms Control for the Third
Nuclear Age: Between Disarmament and Armageddon”. David „s previous excellent programs
have concerned the Iran Nuclear Deal (for TLC at the Newport Public Library), and the
"Deep State" (for the winter Speaker Series at the Newport Art Museum).
Field trips are a more complex offering, but one carpool option we‟ve talked about is an
exploratory trip to Old Lyme. Terry Gavan tells us that a quarry there is the origin of
Channing Church‟s pink granite. This day will include a visit to the Florence Griswold House
and Museum. We‟ve invited Prof. Robert Thorson to come down from Storrs if we can pull
off this trip – more information to come!
Please know that your ideas are always welcome ! (TLC@channingchurch.org)
We look forward to seeing Channing friends at Ingathering on September 12!
Susan Kieronski
For TLC
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