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The Catalyst  
Channing Memorial Church Monthly Newsletter 

Channing Memorial Church 

Phone: 401-846-0643/ Email: office@channingchurch.org  

135 Pelham Street,  Newport, Rhode Island 

December  2021 

V I S I O N  2 0 2 5  U P D A T E  
More Good News! 

 

Like The Little Engine That Could, our 

small congregation has done it again! 

We’ve met three matching challenges and 

raised $104,441 in new gifts and pledges 

for our Phase 2 utilities and landscaping 

project.  
 

Channing received a $150,000 grant from 

The van Beuren Charitable Foundation in 

June with the stipulation that we raise 

$50,000 in new gifts by November 30. To 

inspire the congregation to meet this condition, two anonymous 

donors stepped forward with $25,000 matching grants each. For every 

dollar we raised, they would match up to $50,000. So, in essence, for 

every dollar given, Channing would receive $4 from these three 

challenges! 
 

Way ahead of the November 30 van Beuren deadline, we had raised 

$54,141 in new gifts and pledges. Combined with our two donors’ 

matching $50,000, that brought us to $104,141 in new funds raised, 

far exceeding the van Beuren condition. Boy, were they surprised! 
 

We have now raised $254,441 towards our Phase 2 projects. This 

puts us within reach of the $353,000 we estimate we will need for 

upgrading our utilities and for new landscaping to make our grounds 

more safe, accessible, and attractive.   
 

With these new $254,441 in commitments, a bank line of credit of 

$100,000, and a projected Phase 1 surplus of $49,792 after all pledge 

commitments are paid, we have the financing we need to proceed 

with Phase 2.  The design process is underway and we expect to begin 
work in the spring.  
 

With Phase 2 commitments, the Vision 2025 Slated for Success 

Capital Campaign has now raised $778,210 towards our goal of 

$800,000.  Our campaign steering committee will continue to seek 

grants and gifts to reach this goal and to limit borrowing any more 

than absolutely necessary.  
   Continued on page 3 

  

 

S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P  A T  

1 0 : 0 0 A M  I N  T H E  

S A N C T U A R Y   
The service is also presented live on 

the CHANNING YOU TUBE 

CHANNEL and available for viewing 

afterwards.  
 

December 

5th and 19th 

Wonderment  
We begin the 

season of beauty and exuberance.  

Rev. Bill will present this month two 

sermons that explore the theme of 

wonderment – that state of being 

in amazement or having heightened 

curiosity. 
 

Sunday, December 5 

Opening the Spirit to Awe 

Rev. Bill Zelazny 

The term awe is often used to 

note something frightening 

because of its grandeur or 

vastness that challenges our 

understanding of the world.  But 

having awe is not fearfully facing 

something but rather its being 

invited into greater power.  Rev. 

Bill will lead us into thinking 

about the concept of awe and 

how it can empower us.   
 

Sunday, December 19  

Living into Mystery  

Rev. Bill Zelazny 

While we may intellectually 

know much, ultimately, we are 

surrounded by mystery. Every 

day we live we are bringing 

ourselves, as the Rev. Angela 

Herrera writes, “before the 

sacred, before the holy, before 

what is ultimate and bigger than 

your lone life.  [Every day] we 

stand at the edge of mystery, at 

the edge of the deep...” On this 

Sunday Bill will help us think 

about Sophia Lyons Fahs’ call for 

us to “. . .gather in reverence 

before the wonder of life; The 
wonder of this moment.” 

  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ChanningMemorialChurch
https://www.youtube.com/c/ChanningMemorialChurch
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   M I N I S T R Y  T O G E T H E R  

Sunday, December 12 

When the Rulebook Fails 
John Dante Prevedini  
In March 2020, concert halls and 

other music venues across the 

world fell silent for over a year, 

leaving social media as the only 

way for musicians to connect 

with the outside world. In this 

talk, musician John Dante 

Prevedini will reflect on his 

experiments reinventing music 

for socia l  media during 

lockdown, the unlikely publicity 

that resulted, and what COVID 
taught him about preparing for 

success in a world turned upside 

down.  
 

John Dante Prevedini, DMA, MBA is 

a contemporary classical composer, 

educator, and public speaker based 

in New England and active around 

the world. Drawing upon a variety 

of fields of knowledge, his overall 
work aims to examine 

unconventional facets of everyday 

life through a multidisciplinary lens. 

The second 

Sunday of the 

month is our 

regular non-

perishable goods collection for 

local food pantries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

C H A N N I N G   C H U R C H  C H A L I C E  

C H I L D R E N  N E W S  
  

I hope you all had an Awesome Autumn and are ready 

for a Wonderful Winter. (Let’s hope it waits till 

December, though…). 
 

Last month I talked about our unit on Native Americans.  We have 

decided to hold this off until January, because there are loads of 

opportunities for our Chalice Children to put the 7 UU Principles into 

ACTION this month. 
 

During the month of December, the Chalice Children have the 

opportunity to work on an intergenerational project with our 

congregation and to work on a community project. 
 

December 5 we will decorate bags for the community gifts project 

that Sally Hanchett is organizing.  Patrick Griswold is putting up a 

Christmas tree with colored lights for the Chalice Children to 

decorate. We will start making ornaments for our tree. 
 

December 12 we will have a COCOA, COOKIES, and ORNAMENT -

making workshop for all ages during Fellowship. The Chalice Children 

will instruct you all on making ornaments for our tree. Christmas 

Cookie donations would be appreciated.  (Please let JoAnne 

know ahead of time if you are bringing some: 401-855-8765) 
 

December 19 the Chalice Children will be in the Sanctuary helping all 

of you hang your ornaments on their tree.  We will present a very 

brief presentation about Christmas Trees. 
 

December 24 at 5:00 we will have a kid-friendly Christmas Eve 

service.  All children will sit with their parents and we will provide 

quiet activities for them. 
 

It sure sounds like a busy and fun Holiday season for all!!! 
 

 ~JoAnne Ritchie, Family Ministry Coordinator 

Email: FamilyMinistry@channingchurch.org  

Friday, December 24, 5:00pm, in the Sanctuary  

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 

Rev. William Zelazny, Janet Grant,  

Channing Choir & Guests 
 

The Sanctuary will be decorated, the candles will be lit.  All’s ready for a Christmas Eve 

celebration together in the decorated Sanctuary with music – trumpets, keyboard and 

the choir -- scripture and secular readings, lighting of candles and singing Silent Night in 

the darkened Sanctuary.  Come, bring family and friends for our very special Christmas 

Eve service.  (Please note, face mask protocols are in place in the Sanctuary) 
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   B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S  

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  

M E S S A G E   
 

 

Did you know 

that there are 

14 religious 

occasions and 
h o l i d a y s 

celebrated in 

the month of December? As our 

society becomes more complex 

with many interfaith unions, how 

to celebrate inclusively has 

become a common occurrence. 

Of course, two of the most 

celebrated of the major holidays, 

the ones that account for most 

of the decorations and family 

gatherings, are Christmas and 

Hanukkah. But here is the 

complete list, according to the 

interfaith Calendar, with brief 

explanations, of all 14 religious 

o c c a s i on s  a nd  ho l i d a y s 

celebrated in December.  
 

Dec. 6: Saint Nicholas Day – the 

Christian holiday that celebrates 

the birth of Saint Nicholas, the 

role model for gift giving; Dec. 

7th to 14th: Hanukkah – the 

holiday of Judaism , the festival of 

lights, that celebrates the 

Maccabean revolt in Egypt; Dec. 

8th: Feast of the Immaculate 

C onc ep t i on  –  Ca t ho l i c 

celebration of Mary, the mother 

of Jesus; who was without 
original sin; Dec. 8th: Rohatsu 

(Bodhi Day) -- Buddhist 

celebration celebrating the 

historical Buddha’s vow to sit 

under the Bodhi tree until 

reaching spiritual enlightenment; 

Dec 12th: Advent fast begins – 

Orthodox Christian celebration 

in preparation for the birth of 

Jesus; Dec 12th: Feast of our Lady 

of Guadalupe –Catholic feast 

celebrated by Mexicans and  

 

Americans of Mexican decent 

celebrating the appearance of 

Mary in Mexico City; Dec. 16th:  

Posadas Navidenas – Christian 

Hispanic holiday commending 

Mary and Joseph’s journey to 

Bethlehem to give birth to Jesus; 

Dec 21st – Originally a Christian 

celebration to honor Jesus, it 

b e c ame  a  Wi cc a / P a g a n 

celebration, at a time when the 

earth is farthest from the sun, of 

the winter born king symbolized 

by the rebirth of the sun; Dec 

23rd: Mawlid el Nabi – Islamic 
holiday that honors the birth of 

the prophet Muhammad. Shia 

and Sunni believers celebrate on 

separate days by reading the 

prophet’s teachings; Dec 25th: 

Christmas – Christian holiday 

celebrating the birth of Jesus 

Christ; Dec 26th: Zarathosht 

Diso (death of the prophet 

Zarathustra) – Zoroastrian 

holiday celebrating the death of 

their prophet who founded 

Zoroastrianism, one of the 

world’s oldest monotheistic 

religions; Dec. 27th: Feast of the 

Holy Family – Catholic feast day 

to honor Mary, Joseph and Jesus; 

Dec 28th: Holy Innocents Day – 

Christian remembrance and 

solemn honoring the deaths of 

the children killed by King 

Herod; Dec 31st: Watch Night – 

Christian celebration in which 

they thank God for the safety 

they received during the past 

year.  
 

So, wherever you gather, and 

whatever you choose to 

celebrate, may you be safe, may 

you be well, may you be happy, 

and may you live with as much 

ease as is possible.  

See you all in 2022! 

~Ginny 

Vision 2025 Continued from Page 1 
 

Any gift of any size will help. 

Please reach out to our pledge 

secretary, Julie Herrick, if you 

wish to make a year-end gift. She 

can provide a pledge form or tell 

you how to expedite your 

contr ibut ion .  Her  ema i l 

is PledgeSec@channingchurch.org 
 

To receive such an outpouring 

of commitment from Channing 

members and friends has been a 

gratifying affirmation of our 

Vision 2025 plans to restore and 

preserve our beautiful, historic 

sanctuary and to ensure that we 

Unitarian Universalists remain a 

beacon of religious freedom here 

in Newport. 
 

Thanks to all who’ve supported 

these efforts, we were able to 
raise $523,769 for Vision 2025 

Phase 1, allowing us to put a new 

roof on the sanctuary this past 

year, which will protect this 

iconic Newport structure for 

many generations yet to come.  
 

~Mary Alice Smith for the Vision 

2025 Steering Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

It’s quick and easy, and you can 

do it from anywhere! Just go to: 

h t t p s : / /

s ecur e .m yv anco .com/

YQBZ/home then click on 

one of three options: Sunday 

Offering, Share the Plate, or 

General Fund. Follow the 

instructions and a receipt will 

be mailed to you after you are 

done. Thank you for your 

generosity and support! 
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   S P I R I T  O F  C O M M U N I T Y    

C A R E G I V I N G  

U P D A T E  
 

It’s a time of year 

when so many are 

feeling festive and celebratory, 

yet others are coping with the 

sorrow of loss.  We wish you all 

blessings of love and light this 

holiday season, wherever you 

are. 
 

Please keep Jeff Thomas and his 

family in your thoughts upon the 

death of his father, James 
Thomas.  Mr. Thomas served 22 

years in the U.S. Navy and 

followed that with a second 

career as a police officer. 
 

We are also thinking of long-

time Channing member Charlie 

Beckers and Gabe Doumato, 

who have both been coping with 

recent health concerns and 

hospitalizations. 
 

We wish Margaret Baker 

continued healing after her knee 

surgery a couple of months ago.  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s o m e 

complications slowed the 

process a bit, but we hope your 

recovery is much speedier at this 

point, Margaret! 
 

Larry Bacon sent a thank you 

note to Channing for the notes 

and cards sent to him and his 

husband, Dave Burnett, while 

they have been coping with 

Dave’s continuing health issues.  

Dave is residing in a health care 

facility near their home in Maine 

now.  Larry mentioned that Dave 

has the lap blanket made by 

Channing knitters with him and 
enjoys using it. 
 

Congratulations to the Craig and 

Terry Gaspard, who are 

expecting two new grandchildren 

in early 2022! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Kudos also go out to Sophie 

Burnham, who is about to have 

her first novel, Sargassa, 

published!  I don’t have any 

further details now, but I’m sure 

we’ll be hearing more as the 

event approaches. 

 

Thank you to al l  who 

participated in the daffodil 

planting ceremony outside the 

Sanctuary on Nov. 7 in memory 

of Linda Everitt.  It will be 

wonderful to see the new 

flowers appearing in the spring! 
 

Thank you so much to John 

Burnham and Rachel Balaban, 

who served as Caregiving 

coordinators in November.  

Please remember that the 

Channing Caregiving team is 

always available to offer support 

to anyone who is feeling isolated 

or needs a bit of cheer.  If you 

know of someone who could use 

a friendly phone call, a meal 

o f fer ing ,  a  r ide to an 
appointment, or some other 

assistance, we welcome hearing 

from you.  The 

D e c e m b e r 

coo r d i na t or s 

are Betsy Leerssen and 

Barbara Russell Willett.  You 

may contact either of these 

individuals, or one of the other 

Caregiving program co-leaders - 

Sally Hanchett, JoAnn Rosemont, 

or Lindsay Cassidy. 

~Linda Beall,  

for Channing Caregiving 

Caregiving@channingchurch.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

S U N D A Y  C H I M I N G  
9:30am on Sunday Mornings   
 

Dec. 5:  Cynthia Skelton   
 

Dec. 12:  Janna Pederson   
 

Dec. 19 :  Jim Freess 
 

H O L I D A Y  

C H I M I N G  
 

Janna Pederson 

will play from 

4:30-5:00pm on 

Christmas Eve 
 

Chris Ariel and Linda Beall 

will play their annual 

Christmas Day concert 

from 11am-Noon 

 

M I N I S T E R ’ S  

H O L I D A Y  

R E C E P T I O N  
Sunday,  December 19, 

During Fellowship 
 

Members and friends of 

Channing Memorial are cordially 

invited to Rev. Bill’s and Patrick 

Griswold’s annual (other than 

last year) holiday reception  

Because of Covid constraints, 

this year their reception will be 

held during Fellowship Time on 

December 19th.  There will be a 

variety of refreshments and 

punch to bring hol iday 

merriment the Parish Hall.  See 

everyone there!    
 

~Rev Bill and Patrick 
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C O M M U N I T Y  M E A L  
The Third Monday of the Month, in the Parish Hall 

Now at 4:00pm until Spring! 
 

 

The Channing Community Meal returned  to serving the meal in person in 

November!   Although we had far fewer diners than usual, Joan Dermody 

provided a wonderful turkey dinner with all the fixings for our reopening of 

indoor dining.  Contact Meal Manager, Joy Benson, at 

communitymeal@channingchurch.org with any questions or if you 

would like to help out. 

   A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

2 0 2 1  H O L I D A Y  

A P P E A L  W I L L  

F U N D  S P E C I A L  

M U S I C   
 

Music binds a 

Sunday service 

together.  Music 

c r a d l e s  t h e 

spoken words of the service.  

Music sets a mood. Music 

engenders a feeling.  Music is an 

integral part of our services.  

We have all enjoyed the jazz 

trio, the sting ensemble, the 

classic rock/traditional music 

band, the jazz pianist and so 

many over “outside” musical 

groups over the years.   
 

The Channing Board has 

authorized the 2021 Channing 

Church Holiday Appeal to raise 
funds so our Music Director, 

Janet Gant, can engage more 

musicians, vocalists and musical 

groups to augment our 

congregation’s vocal and 

instrumental talents for our 

services, perhaps expanding into 

musical genre that we’ve not 

heard in the sanctuary.  

A check for this special 

collection with “Holiday 

Appeal” on the memo line 

can be sent to the Channing 

Church Office, 135 Pelham 

St, Newport, 02840  

T H E  L E A R N I N G  

C E N T E R  A T  

C H A N N I N G  
 

A Quick Romp Through 

the Hebrew Scriptures 

(Old Testament)  
 

with Rev. Bill Zelazny 

Wednesday, December 8, 

7:00pm, on Zoom 
Zoom Info:  

https://zoom.us/

j/94509155749?

pwd=UUNBZE0xVG54L0Yv

aU5COHgyYzFCUT09 

Meeting ID: 945 0915 5749 

Passcode: 236908 
 

E v e r 

w o n d e r 

about all 

t h e 

“Begats”, 

the two 

creation stories, who were the 

prophets, the erotic poetry of 

the Song of Songs?  Where did 

t h e  t w o  n a m e s  f o r 

God,  Yahweh and Elohim, come 

from? These, and many other 

topics, will be talked about by 

Rev. Bill Zelazny at his Old 

Testament survey class.   
 

Happy Holidays and thanks 

for your ongoing support of 

TLC. We hope to see you 

soon!  TLC@Channingchurch.

M A R G I T  

B A U M  F U N D  
 

Channing Memorial 

Church’s Margit Baum Fund 

continues to offer financial help 

to several in the community.  As 

well as our recent donation to 

Conexion Latina,  and a 

scholarship for a college student, 

we have recently contributed 

money for Stop and Shop and 

Walmart gift cards for residents 

of 50 Washington Square. We 

have also provided support to 

the newly formed teen LGBTQ 

organization at the Martin 
Luther King Center. As we have 

done in the past, we recently 

sent money to the Housing 

Hotline for their annual 

Christmas project. We also 

continue to fund the monthly 

breakfast for residents of the 

McKinney Shelter. 
 

Members of the committee for 

this year are Sally Hanchett, 

Susan Booth, Joy Benson, Judith 

Porter, Maryellen Doherty, and 

Lissa Fernandez.  
 

If members of the congregation 

know of any projects that 

support the poor and need of 

Newport we might be interested 

in, please contact any member of 

the committee. 

~Judith Porter 

https://zoom.us/j/94509155749?pwd=UUNBZE0xVG54L0YvaU5COHgyYzFCUT09
https://zoom.us/j/94509155749?pwd=UUNBZE0xVG54L0YvaU5COHgyYzFCUT09
https://zoom.us/j/94509155749?pwd=UUNBZE0xVG54L0YvaU5COHgyYzFCUT09
https://zoom.us/j/94509155749?pwd=UUNBZE0xVG54L0YvaU5COHgyYzFCUT09
mailto:TLC@Channingchurch.org
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   A N N O U N C E M E N T S   

A  H O L I D A Y   S I N G

- A L O N G  O N  T H E  

C O A S T A L  Q U E E N  
 

Some of you know that 

several of the Channing 

Choir members also sing 

in a group called 

“ S u m m e r S o n g ” .  T h o s e 

members are Betsy Leerssen, 

Ginny Spaulding, George Kates, 

Tom Pederson, Jeffrey and 

Christina Gravdahl, and John 
and Janet Grant. They call 

themselves “SummerSong” 

because they usually sing in the 

summer, meeting weekly to 

rehearse and socialize.  They’ve 

performed in the Jamestown 

Talent Show, at LaForge in 

Newport and they sing 

Christmas carols up and down 

Narragansett Avenue on the 

day that Santa arrives in 

Jamestown by boat. 
 

This year they’ll be on a 

boa t !   O n Sunday , 

December 12th, at 3pm, 

“SummerSong” will be on the 

“Coastal Queen” for a 90 

minute tour of the bay and 

Newport Harbor, entertaining 

and leading the Christmas sing-
along for all those who come 

on board. They would love to 

see some familiar and friendly 

faces on board, and who could 

be better than our Channing 

friends?!  Tickets are $45/

each.  Part of that fee will 

be donated to a charity of 

SummerSong‟s choice. 
 

Tickets can be purchased 

on the “Coastal Queen” 

w e b s i t e : h t t p s : / /

www.coastalqueencruises.c

om/  Hope to see you 

onboard! 

~Janet Grant  

 

S I N G I N G  F O R  S H E L T E R   
Annual fundraiser put on by local musicians for the benefit 

of the McKinney Shelter and Lucy’s Hearth 
 

December 1 through December 22 with nightly virtual 

„living room concerts‟ via Facebook Live 
 

In 2008 Anne and Mark Gorman started hosting the annual Singing 

for Shelter concert here at Channing Church.  Every year the 

attendance (and funds raised) grew and grew to over 300+ 

attendees!  Sadly, this is the second year it’s had to go virtual, due to 

COVID-19.   While we miss being together, it is still wonderful to 
enjoy these concerts from the comfort of your own living room and 

support a great cause at the same time. Singing For Shelter will 

feature over 30 different music acts each performing a short 20-30 

minute concert.   

https://www.coastalqueencruises.com/
https://www.coastalqueencruises.com/
https://www.coastalqueencruises.com/
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   S O C I A L  A C T I O N   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E C O -  E N E R G Y  
Global Warming 

Global Fuels 
 

Last month I looked at the 

impossible dream of near all 

energy coming for alternative 

sources (S/W).  I noted the 

absolute necessity baseload (or 

battery - later)  backup 

proportional to the amount of 

S/W added.   I noted that as S/

W gets added we produce 

MORE greenhouse gasses 

somewhere and we need 

MORE baseload (carbon/or 

nuclear at present) to fill in 

intermittency.   This month I 

look at 6 baseload fuels.   
 

These are presently (p) used or 

under study (s):  hydrogen (s),  

helium (s),  fossil (p),  thorium 

(p),  uranium (p) and  

plutonium(p).   All are 

theoretical ly possible in 

baseload plants (running 24/7) 

and produce zero operating 

CO2.  Which are engineering 

practical? 
 

Hydrogen requires vast 

amounts of (carbon) energy to 

produce.  It is not a ready-

accessible fuel.  It has costly and 

dangerous infrastructure needs. 
 

Helium(s) has been studied in 

fusion nuclear reactors for 90 

years after it was first used to 

make the Hydrogen Bomb 

(from Plutonium).   On the 

other hand  Capt Kirk has used 

fusion  warp drive for several 

thousand years.  

lines.   I also know that the next 

generation of l iquid -fuel 

Thorium reactors on assembly 

lines like car engines are the 

cat’s meow.  (A later column). 
 

So what can we do to minimize 

GWarming? We must REVERSE 

not “slow”, not “mitigate” if we 

want to stay below 2 degree C, 

the tipping point of climate 

catastrophe (IPCC).   We need 

a top down systems-engineered 

solution, not only our present 

bottoms-up  “footprint” 

reductions.  Politicians (voters)  

should fund dense baseload fuel. 

S/W are intermittent Weak 

energy “flows”  and therefor 

can never meet demand alone – 

regardless of our efficient 

footprints.   What’s a few 

trillion dollars nowadays?  

That’s all it will take to 

d e c a r b o n i z e  b a c k  t o 

preindustrial levels with liquid 

fuel (like a gas car) nuclear and 

stay there.   Other crazy 

solutions you may hear about – 

like seeding the clouds- are red 

herrings, dead end click bait 

from our friends at Exon and 

Shell. 
 

The ethical elegant way to avoid 

displacing billions of hungry, 

thirsty people is REVERSEING 

global warming to preindustrial 

levels (280 ppm) in less than 10 

years while at the same time 

producing no new CO2 or 

methane emissions.  Next 

generation nuclear reactors 

being built now -  outside the 

US - promise this.   But all 

reactors are unsafe right?  

Radiation kills?    Absolutely 

wrong. You and I live in more 

radiation than all of the people 
      Continued on next page  

 

Carbon fuels are THE PROBLEM 

but the Coal/Oil/Gas industry is 

“working on” recapture at the 

exhaust stack, and during drilling 
(methane leaks) and sucking 

CO2 out of the air we breath.    

Sucking and Recapture requires 

enormous additional energy. 

That amount of energy can only 

ever come from dense fuels – 

fossil fuels or nuclear.  
 

Plutonium (p) exists as nuclear 

waste and should/could be 

eliminated (burned) for energy.  

Several nuclear reactor burners 

are in design and test.  
 

Uranium (p) and Thorium (p) 

fuels exist under our feet in dirt 

and rocks. They are the natural 

everlasting  source of the 

background radiation in the 

earth all around us.    When 

concentrated,  they supply about 

20% of the carbon free global 

energy. 
 

Uranium based reactors  can and 

have melted down.  They also 

produce long lived radioactive 

waste.  But Thorium and U will 

never be scarce. Uranium solid-

fueled reactors were invented 

for one purpose: to make 

Plutonium for bombs. Their use 
for civilian power was a Military/

I n d u s t r i a l  C o m p l e x 

“afterthought”  but also a MIC 

strategy to keep all the funding 

thereby politically killing  use of 

other safer  reactors for power.   

There are 100s of reactor 

designs vastly safer and 

proliferation resistant.  These 

were shelved so we remained 

with the  bomb (Plutonim 

“waste”) design  also promoted 

by  Admiral Rickover for  

submarines. I built dozens of 

Rickover reactors on assembly 
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Eco-Energy continued  

evacuated near the Fukushima 

reactors.  It’s like how many 

grains of salt can you eat on 

your fries?  A few shakes? Ok.   

A pound? You die.  
 

More on radiation later.  
 

~Michael Armenia for SAC 
 

 

 

 

 

E C O  B I T S  &  T I P S  
 

It’s the Emissions Stupid 

Before I discuss the outcome of 

the United Nations Conference 

of the Parties (COP), 26th 

edition, which just concluded on 

November 14th in Glasgow, 

Scotland, it makes sense to look 
at the state of Rhode Island’s 

commitment to Emissions 

reductions here in the Ocean 

State. This past legislative 

session, the state passed the 

“Act of Climate” legislation, 

taking the landmark 2016 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Reduction Plan. 
 

The reduction plan established 

emission reduction goals or 

targets, and were intended to 

encourage all stakeholders, from 

utility companies to government, 

to plan for consistent reductions 

in greenhouse gases to get to 

Net Zero emissions by 2050. 

This mirrors the federal 

government’s goal, in fact, at 

COP26. Rhode Island, all other 
northeastern (US) states and 

some far western states got a 

jump on the rest of the country 

on this issue. Key here, is that 

Every Five Years, progress is to 

all the New England states have 

just left the Compact formed to 

reduce “tailpipe emissions”, 

leaving it to individual states to 

set their own transportation 

standards. Back to the drawing 

board! 

~Craig Gaspard, for  SAC 

H O L I D A Y  G I V I N G  

A T  C H A N N I N G !   
 

Giving Tree 

The giving tree is up! 

Grab a tags with needed 

gifts for families we 

adopt to support for 

the holidays. Select your 

tag or tags and return gift to 
parish hall by Sunday, Dec. 19.  

 

Gift Bags for our 

Community Meal 

Guests 

If anyone would like a 

bag with a list of possibilities of 

what to purchase for our 

community meal guests, they can 

pick up from the office, parish 

hall or contact Sally.  All bags 

must be returned by 

December 19 for distribution 

to our community meal guests 

and delivery to the shelter.  

Instead of making a specific 

Sharing Locker request for 

December we hope you will pick 

up and fill one of these bags  
 

Re-Gifting Sale 

During Fellowship 

December 5th, 

12th and 19th  we 

will be offering our re

-gifting sale! Come find a 

recycled treasure or two.   We 

also will have fair trade products 

and eco conscious items for sale 

for your holiday shopping 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

S O C I A L  A C T I O N   

be measured by a 12-member 

Executive Climate Change 

Coordinating Council. or EC4 

for short. 
 

Where this overlaps with 

COP26, is that concrete Action 

Steps or commitments have to 

be established. At COP26, while 

there was agreement in the need 

to act on limiting heat trapping 

gases like carbon dioxide and 

methane. Attendees in Scotland 

ALL agreed that limiting the 

heating of the planet to Under 

1.5 degrees C is critical to our 

sustainability. Quickly reducing 

emissions from coal, natural gas 

and internal combustion engines 

is largely necessary now. Help 

funding the effort in developing 

c o u n t r i e s  w o u l d  b e 

acknowledging that modern 

industrial countries, including 

North America, most of Europe 

and Australasia have (historically) 

put us in this awful position in 

the first place. 
 

And so, it is establishing 

reduction goals with a work 

plan, and sufficient financing, and 

lead time to bring this off are the 

main quandaries for Rhode Island 

and the world. Social justice 

includes protecting low lying 

island nations and poor 

countries, such as Tuvalu and 

Bangladesh from more frequent 

catastrophic flooding. Even 

providing large industrializing 

countries like India with low-

interest loans and significant 

direct aid to accomplish this is 

critical to get to Net Zero by 

2050. After all, many of the 

items we purchase for the 

holidays are made.  
 

EXTRA: And just to make 

matters a little more desperate,  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 


