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BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM

IN-PERSON AND VIRTUAL
Saturday, February 26, 2:00pm
In the Church Sanctuary

Rhode Island Slave History Medallions will present an illustrated
Black History Month lecture, “Benevolence and Success in the Era
of Slavery: Duchess Quamino and William Ellery Channing,” to be
held February 26 at 2:00 p.m., presented live at Channing
Memorial Church, and also live streamed on the:
CHANNING YOU TUBE CHANNEL
The speaker is Akeia de
Barros Gomes, Ph.D.,
anthropologist, senior curator
of Maritime Social Histories
at the Mystic Seaport
Museum, and Visiting Scholar
at the Slavery and Justice
Center
at
Brown
University.
She will talk
about the lives and
Akeia de Barros Gomes, Ph.D
relationship of formerly
enslaved nanny and baker
Duchess Quamino of Newport and the family of William Ellery
Channing, later a renowned early leader and longtime Unitarian
minister.
The program also commemorates the installation of a RI Slave
History medallion at the historic Channing home at 24 School
Street on Historic Hill.
In person attendance will be limited. Masks
are required. Watch the weekly Channing
email for further details.
For more
information about the program or about
Rhode Island Slave History Medallions,
contact RISHM director, Charles Roberts at
info@rishm.org.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
10:00AM IN THE
SANCTUARY

The service is also live streamed on the
CHANNING YOU TUBE
CHANNEL and available for viewing
afterwards.

Sunday, February 6
Hope and
Optimism Have a
Chat
Rev. Bill Zelazny
The real test of a person’s
character is how you react to
negatives. Some people fold or
respond with denial, anger,
blaming, venting, sullenness. But
others respond with hope or
optimism. But while hope and
optimism are siblings they are
not identical twins. They each
have their own personality and
approach to dealing with
problems or bad happenings.
Today, Bill will help these siblings
talk to each other and us about
how they are different though
many people confuse the two.
Sunday, February 13
Therefore We Do Not Give
Up
Mr. Rodney Davis
Just watching the news on any
given day could make a person
want to isolate from society. The
Covid pandemic, racial injustice,
food disparity, political divisions,
with hatred and prejudice
seeping into every corner of our
world. The list could go on and
on yet under these harsh
conditions, life continues. Longtime community leader and
activist, Rodney Davis, will
address this issue with his
sermon. Using stories, historical
connections and personal
experiences, he will show how
we can make a difference despite
these challenges.

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
M a n y f ro m o u r Ch a nn i n g
community might recognize our
returning guest preacher, Rodney
Davis. He was born and raised in
Newport and a proud graduate of
Rogers High School. For a number
of years, he served in the ministry
with Jehovah’s Witnesses in the
Newport Congregation before being
disfellowshipped in 1992. He is
active in a wide variety of
community projects such as
working as president of Rhode
Island Pride, serving on the African
American Ambassadors Group for
the City of Providence in the Truthtelling and Reconciliation
committee. Last year, Rodney was
the lead co-coordinator for the All
Black Lives Mural Project where he
and local artists and community
members painted a 300 foot mural
in Kennedy Plaza. In the fall of
2019, he was selected as a
Diversity Leadership Scholar with
College Unbound pursuing a degree
in Organizational Leadership and
Change. He completed his studies
in December 2021. He lives in
Coventry, RI with his partner Brian
Mills with whom he has have been
together this August for 25 years.

Sunday, February 27
Looking at Black History
Around Aquidneck Island
Mr. Charles Roberts
To wrap up our observance of
Black History month at
Channing Church, Charles
Roberts, president of the Rhode
Island Slave History Medallion
project, will talk about some of
the significant sites on
Aquidneck Island that the
Medallion project has identified.
Mr. Robert’s talk follows the
presentation on Saturday,
February 26, at Channing
Church by Dr. Akeia de Barros
Gomes about Duchess
Quamino and William Ellery
Channing at 2:00 in the
Sanctuary.

Sunday, February 20
Stories of Care, Kindness
and Compassion
The Caregiving Team
In the spirit of Valentine’s Day,
this service, provided by the
Caregiving Team will share
inspiring stories of love, caring
and compassion that
demonstrate peoples acts of
kindness towards one another.
The caregiving coordinators are
dedicating this service to
Channing members who provide
care to the congregation as
coordinators, volunteers and on
their own initiative.

Omicron is taking over. So
many kids are contracting it,
most, thank goodness, with mild
cases.

C H ANNING C H URCH
C H ALICE C H ILDREN
WHAT A CRAZY START TO
THE NEW YEAR!!!!!

Please keep in your thoughts all
the families suffering from this
virus!
Because of this continuing
pandemic, we are suspending
classes until cases slow down.
Our unit on indigenous North
Americans is ready and awaiting
our return. We will learn about
the various tribes who
populated this continent well
before the Pilgrims landed on
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the shores of Plymouth. We will
learn about their ways of life,
their beliefs, and how each tribe
has its own identity. We will
make crafts, watch some videos,
read some books, and
maybe….more.
While we are on our hiatus,
each Chalice Child will be
keeping a journal of his/her/their
ACTS
OF
RANDOM
KINDNESS. They will also be
writing notes to some of our
Channing members WHO they
have not seen in a while.
Amy and I look forward to the
time in the (near) future, when
our class can get back to living
and learning together.
WE ARE UNITARIAN
UNIVERSALISTS
WITH EYES THAT SEE,
(Point to your eyes.)
MINDS THAT THINK,
(Point to one of your
temples.)
HEARTS THAT LOVE,
(Hold your hands over your
heart)
AND HANDS THAT ARE
READY TO SERVE.
(Outstretch your hands in
front of you, palms up.)
~JoAnne Ritchie, Family Ministry
Coordinator
FamilyMinistry@channingchurch.org

SUNDAY CHIMING

9:30am on Sunday Mornings
Feb 6: Janna Pederson
Feb. 13: Linda Beall
Feb. 20 : Jim Freess
Feb. 27: Janna Pederson

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Greetings to all in this incredible
month of February, the month of
love, of lengthening days, and of
hope for a positive future in
community. I will share with you a
couple of beautiful readings that I
found in the UUA website for
small group topics. Take a
moment to reflect on the meaning
of these words in your life as we
continue to move forward in the
attitudes of wonder at this life we
were born into, our world as it is
and as we would like it to be, and
our community. Though
disruptions to the world as we
knew it have been great, and
continue to impact our daily
patterns and ha bits, our
commitment to our community
and the outgrowth of new ways
of being together, have also been
ever so present and amazing. It is
with these thoughts in mind, and
with the ideal of the progressive
development of the “Beloved
Community” in the forefront,
that I share the following readings
by the Rev. Margaret A. Keip and
Starhawk:
As surely as we belong to the
universe we belong together.
We join here to transcend the
isolated self, to reconnect,
To know ourselves to be at home,
here on earth, under the stars,
Linked with each other.
~By Rev. Margaret A. Keip
We are all longing to go home to
some place we have never been
— a place half-remembered and
half-envisioned
we can only catch glimpses of
from time to time.
Community.

Somewhere, there are people to
whom we can speak with
passion
without having the words catch
in our throats.
Somewhere a circle of hands
will open to receive us,
eyes will light up as we enter,
voices will celebrate with us
whenever we come into our own
power.
Community means strength
that joins our strength to do the
work that needs to be done.
Arms to hold us when we falter.
A circle of healing. A circle of
friends.
Someplace where we can be
free.
~By Starhawk
Have a wonderful February! May
you be safe, happy, healthy, and
at ease till next we come
together. With gratitude for our
Community,
~Ginny

VISION 2025
UPDATE
With the wonderful support of
our congregation, donors, and
the van Beuren Charitable
Foundation, the Steering
Committee is making progress
on Stage 2, Utilities and Site
Landscaping.
In the fall, we worked with Jan
Greenwood of Woodard &
Curran to update the priorities
that had been done in 2018 as
part of the Master Plan work.
That 2018 work included
preparation work for undercroft
development and exceeded our
current budget. As a result we
reviewed the earlier plans in
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light of the available budget and
focused on the needed repairs.
We then put changes that were
solely undercroft work on the
back burner.
It took several tries to find the
accurate information we needed
about the location and condition
of the existing sewer lines from
Channing House. You may have
noticed green arrows painted on
the ground between the
buildings. They show the path of
the underground sewer pipes
that were found, videotaped, and
located with special technology.
It was clear that we have an
antiquated system that should be
replaced.
The water line into the Parish
Hall that now comes through
neighbor’s land from Prospect
Hill Street is dangerously old and
will be replaced. After discussion
with the engineer about choices
for locations for the new line, we
decided to run the new line from
Pelham Street into and through
the undercroft of the Sanctuary,
continuing underground into the
basement of the Parish Hall. The
advantage of this choice is that it
allows future water access in the
undercroft and avoids special
distancing requirements if run in
the same area as a sewer line.
The third change will be
rerouting the electric power line
underground and eliminating the
power pole now in the middle of
the three buildings. It will go
underground at the sidewalk and
run along the original lot line
between the Sanctuary and
Channing House and be
connected to each of the three
buildings.
Continued on page 7

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY

CAREGIVING
UPDATE
Hope everyone is managing to
keep well as we continue moving
through the Omicron spike and
some cold midwinter weather.
Many thanks to Beth Milham and
Fatima Devine, who served as
Caregiving coordinators for
January. They did a wonderful
job following up with
congregational needs.
Just as I was about to send this
column to the church office,
word came of the death of Alicia
Spinner, who had been a
resident of Blenheim, on January
23. Alicia and her late husband
Joe Alaimo were long-time
Channing members, though
Alicia was unable to attend
church in recent years, and they
are much missed by those of us
who knew them. They moved
to Newport in the early 90s.
Alicia worked in the Newport
Public Library in the children’s
room. Joe taught at Roger
Williams University and painted,
and drew cartoons. Alicia was in
the group that initiated
Caregiving. She loved the beauty
of Aquidneck Island. A time of
Remembrance will be held by
family in New Jersey in late
spring. Near that date ,during
the Sunday service at Channing
Church, will be a time for us to
Remember and share memories
of Alicia.
Should you wish to
send a card to Alicia’s son David
Tarpy in N.C. or daughter Liz
Tarpy in N.J., contact Caregiving,
we have their addresses.

We received word that Larry
Bacon and Dave Burnett are
going through some difficult
times due to Dave’s health
decline. They would love to
hear from old Channing friends –
their address is 278 Belgrade
Road, Mt. Vernon, ME 04352.
Larry’ s
e ma il
is
craggytop34@gmail.com.

congregation over the last
decade.” We in the Channing
chimers group will also miss
Cynthia’s bell playing. Cynthia
invited anyone who will be in the
Dunedin area to get in touch –
Cynthia’s email address is
cynthskelt@gmail.com and
David’s email address is
coopdavidaus@netscape.net.

We send our deepest
condolences to Bob Janiesch and
Sue VanDerhoof on the death of
Bob’s father, who passed away
early in January in New York.
Thankfully, Bob and Sue were
able to be there with him at the
time of his death.

Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you
know of anyone who could use a
friendly phone call, a meal
o f f e r in g , a r i d e t o a n
appointment, or some other
assistance, we welcome hearing
from you.
The February
coordinators are Joy Benson
and Mary Benson. You may
conta ct either of these
individuals, or one of the other
Caregiving program co-leaders:
Sally Hanchett, JoAnn Rosemont,
or Lindsay Cassidy.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving
Caregiving@channingchurch.org

It is good to hear that several
people who have had recent
surgeries or other health issues
are recovering well. Judi Tisdall
had recent oral cancer surgery
and is doing well. Nan Heroux
is also much better after her
stroke early in December and is
due to be finishing with
outpatient therapy soon! The
Herouxs are also grateful for the
good news that their daughter
Lise has completed radiation
treatments for breast cancer and
is feeling well.
Tom Willett is better after
c o n tr a c t i ng C o v id - 1 9 i n
December and experiencing a
few symptoms. Barbara also was
under the weather but tested
negative. We are just happy that
they are both well on the way to
recovery!
Finally, we wish all the best to
David Cooper and Cynthia
Skelton, who are moving to
Dunedin, Florida at the end of
January! Cynthia told me, “We
will miss the friends we’ve made
at Channing and have been
honored to serve the
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Zoom Fellowship Returns!
Zoom Fellowship
will
begin
immediately after
the end of the
service
live
stream on YouTube. Exit You
Tube and then sign into
Zoom using this link:
https://zoom.us/
j / 9 1 7 8 7 7 4 9 9 3 6 ?
pwd=dDd3NlpIVk9vb0JkY2
FHNnhvd2tIdz09
Meeting ID: 917 8774 9936
Passcode: 877950
The same link will be used
each week.

SOCIAL ACTION
ECO- ENERGY

“Watts” the truth about wind
turbines?
Wind
Turbines
(WTs) are marketed
boldly by “nameplate”
power in Watts.
“Nameplate” is the
manufacturer’s
claimed instantaneous power
when the blades are turning at
their optimum wind speed of 31
mph in a range from 8 to 55
mph. Below 8 they are spinning
but NOT (yes NOT) producing
power or energy. Furthermore
they don’t produce that bold
nameplate power about 31 mph.
Above 55 they self-destruct
beyond repair. (Numbers from
US DoE Office of Energy
Efficiency and Renewable Energy,
Jan 9, 2022).
Last year I watched a ballgame at
Portsmouth HS.
Calm spring
morning, tree leaves all around
dead still, but nearby WT blades
spinning! I asked people “how is
that happening?” My green
friends opined “the wind is
stronger up there”. Really? 8
mph stronger 100 ft higher?
Magical perpetual motion
machine?
No … a better
explanation: a slot machine. Slot
machines draw energy from the
GRID and emotions from the
user.
Early in my energy career I was
hands-on responsible for large
electric turbines powering my
large military warship. I learned
that large turbines, when NOT
making energy must DRAW
power from their grid to keep

them turning. If not, blades and
central rotor would sag and selfdestruct when spun up. So how
much energy (power x hours =
watt-hrs) does a turbine
consume FROM its grid?
Manufacturers do NOT publish
this but I know it from my shipengineer days: WTs draw up to
20% of the “nameplate” power
FROM the grid for “hotel”
services. Hotel includes: kickstarting the turbine to start it up,
rotating blades when wind is too
weak to produce energy ,
pumping lubricating oil
constantly through gear box, and
heating blades to prevent icing a disaster for WTs and aircraft .
It gets worse: only a fraction of
WT power is electrically useable
(there’s math and waveforms
here if anyone wants more) to
on TODAYs massive grid.
During the stuffy ballgame the
blades were rotating the whole
time the game was on. Not
magic. The power to do this was
coming FROM the grid TO the
WT. Yup – you and I are paying
for fossil- fueled GRID energy to
spin the WT to keep it “healthy”
and emotionally acceptable.
(The original PHS WT died when
its gear box lubrication failed.
We paid big for an emotional
funeral and a miraculous rebirth).
For numbers people here’s the
double wind whammy:
1. We donate our most costly RI
household GRID energy to spin
the WT when the wind is low.
2. When the wind is above 8 the
WT CONSUMES its OWN
energy; about 20% of its
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instantaneous power is NOT
energizing the grid over time
(power x time – energy) – 20%
is going to “hotel” services to
keep oil flowing, blades from
icing and a few more issues too
complex to explain here.
Before we taxpayers buy into
renewable energy or batteries
du jour, politicians (especially
the one or two engineers – you
know them) should demand
from the manufacturer the
parasitic “hotel” numbers and
rate-payer energy we subsidize
with our electric bills to keep
sleeping turbines spinning or
solar panels from glitching the
grid.
We should never let
stand a claim like “This One
megaWatt turbine will power
(watts) 100 homes”.
Meaningless
because
instantaneous POWER (watts) is
not what we pay for; we pay for
ENERGY which is power over
time = watts x hours.
Even
instantaneously, the WT can’t
“power 100 homes” unless we
turn off the lubrication and get
the wind ABOVE 31 mph.
Furthermore there are even
MORE SEVERE losses when we
attach renewables to the grid
(google “reactive power”) due to
the glitchiness of synchronizing
solar and wind to baseload
power. Today’s grid becomes
unstable. That’s right: reduce
that bold nameplate power by a
whopping 80%. Therefore that
100 homes claim should be “this
1 MW WT will power about 20
homes 30% of the time.”
Manufacturer please: We need 5
of these very same turbines to
power 100 homes 30% of the
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION
Eco-Energy Continued:
TIME. Could you sell us 4
more? 30% is the industry
average “capacity factor” for
WTs. The remaining 70% of
the TIME of the time the
claimed 100 homes are running
on natural gas or renewable
nuclear power.
We are closing and not building
MODERN nuclear plants; the
shrinking OLD ones (104 now
at 91) CONTINUE to provide
20% OF ALL US Energy
annually (2020 stats US EIA).
All of that is carbon-free
because capacity factors have
risen to the high 90s: see Time
Magazine Jan 17, 2022’s 8 page
feature on “new” nuclear
power, Andrew Blum.
When National Grid claims that
renewables are providing a
mandated 10% or higher level
of RI energy – be very careful –
the wind and solar numbers are
highly overstated and certainly
not keeping up with carbonfree energy lost to closure of
nuclear plants. Natural gas has
done that and will continue to
do that until a “nuclear
renaissance”.
And even IF
renewable energy (currently
less than 1%) could be built to
equal 20% WORLD energy
needs (not just electricity, but
transport, industry and agri) –
what enormous quantities of
(carbon-free?) energy would
planet earth fire up to build
and install the renewables on
half of the world’s farm land?
Ask your representatives to
explain this to you.
99.x%

can’t! Greenwashed moneyed
interests, especially Sierra,
NRDC, and oil companies buy
far more votes than nuclear
advocates.
Except in China:
The Time article: 150 new
reactors. Dare we utter the N
word in the West? How about
shouting it from the tops of coal
mountains?
~Michael Armenia for SAC

ECO BITS & TIPS
Net Zero: Cities and
States lead the way
Important goals I have
with my writing on
green issues is to help
p a r i sh i on er s a nd o t h er s
understand the need to modify
and reduce carbon emissions,
and then, report on those
possibilities. Michael’s column is
pointing toward solutions.
Naysayers are omnipresent,
saying it’s not necessary or it
can’t be done. But from
Architecture trade groups like
the Green Building Council, to
automobile manufacturers like
Tesla, Volvo’s Polestar and even
Ford, “end users” can and are
electrifying. We are all end users
in our homes. Cities and states,
while political entities, are
effectively end users. So, let’s
take a look at their strategies.
New York City passed a
sweeping law in 2019 titled the
“Climate Mobilization Act.” The
City Council passed this in an
effort to reduce building carbon
emissions which constitute
roughly two thirds of all
emissions in NYC. One section
of this law focuses on needed
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efficiency improvements for
buildings over 50,000 square
feet; while constituting two
percent of all buildings in NYC,
more than half of all building
emissions emanate from these
large, mostly skyscrapers.
The actual implementation date
is 2024, when fines, or, offsets
can be purchased for noncompliant properties. The law
provides low-cost loans for the
upgrades. With increasing costs
for fuels and electricity, these
upgrades, in many cases, will pay
for themselves in short order.
Win-win as they say
Massachusetts was early to the
climate change fight with its
historic 2008 Global Warming
Solutions Act Updated last year
through
the
“2050
Decarbonization Roadmap and
Clean Energy and Climate Plan”,
the bill sets interim limits for
greenhouse gas emissions of
50% reduction by 2030 and 75%
reduction by 2040. This update
was a bipartisan effort between
a Republican administration and
a Democratic Legislature.
Environmental Justice along with
electric power, natural gas
distribution and residential and
commercial end users are all
topic areas covered in this
broad legislation. Specifics
include Green Peak Power
standards, further support for
offshore wind, more stringent
municipal building codes and
broader availability of fast
charging electric car chargers.
Building codes and renewable
electricity are the current tools
to get to NetZero by 2050.
Continued on next page

SOCIAL ACTION & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Eco-Bits & Tips Continued:
While Rhode Island has pursued
its own version of NetZero, it is,
for the most part, voluntary in
nature. Renewable energy
standards include sourcing
electricity generation from
renewable sources: PV, wind and
hydroelectric
have
predominated. But perhaps
there is room for hydrogen and
certain nuclear stations along
with an upgraded power grid.
Michael?
News Flash: The entire Gaspard
family is going on a climate Ride
fundraiser in mid-September.
More later.
~Craig Gaspard, for SAC
(Solely responsible for
content of this article.)

the

THE SHARING
LOCKER
February is Dental
Health Month!
This month, the
Sharing Locker is
collecting
tooth
paste,
tooth
brushes and floss
to be donated to
our local food pantries. The
Sharing Locker will accept any
toiletries and cleaning supplies.
You an bring your items on
Sunday and leave them in the
donation containers located in
the back of the church, in the
Parish Hall near the SAC table,
or on the Channing House front
porch.

Vision 2025 continued from page 3

After the utility work is
complete the site will be
repaired and newly landscaped.
Design for that stage has begun
and we have hired Diane Soule
and Associates, a landscape
architecture firm.

THANKS TO
CHANNING
POSTCARD
WRITERS
In 2021, Channing volunteers
excelled for the second year in a
row in supporting the effort to
get out the vote. In fact, our
number of postcard writers
increased last year, and most are
already asking when we’ll get
our next batch of cards to write.
Our 21 postcard writers were
among the 23,000 volunteers for
Postcards to Swing states, an
initiative of the Progressive
Turnout Project. Our 400 cards
were part of the 8.2 million
cards sent to voters in critical
states. Our gratitude goes out to
all participants.
We’ll be ordering more
postcards very soon, to support
the continuing need to get out
the vote for the 2022 elections.
If you’d like to volunteer for this
project, email Beth Milham:
SACBeth@channingchurch.
org . Everything you need to
complete your cards will be
provided, including stamps.
~Beth Milham

~Sally Hanchett
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Diane’s plans for this stage will
be meshed with the engineering
plans for the utility work so that
a single project will be put out to
bid and that contractor will be
responsible for the entire
project. They will subcontract
specific areas as needed. We
have scheduled three meetings
with members, one recently held
on January 16th and the other
two scheduled for February
6th and 20th after Sunday
services. The goal of these
meetings and our committee
work is to generate a list of
needs, priorities, wants, and
ideas to pass to Diane Soule so
she can develop the design.
Much of this work involves what
is termed “hardscape” that
includes paving, grading, drainage,
and locations of plantings. All
these design decisions are based
on requirements we specify to
create a functional and safe space
for members and visitors, adults
and children, in all seasons, with
multiple uses. Design process is
a work in progress and we hope
to have the architect’s proposals
in late February or early March.
We look forward to seeing this
work done this summer and fall.
Thank you to all who have made
this project possible.
~Vision 2025 Steering
Committee Representatives

T H E L E A R N I N G C E N T E R AT C H A N N I N G

ERIC LICHTBLAU
Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author
and Journalist

Will give a Zoom talk for TLC on his 2019 book:
“Return to the Reich: A Holocaust Refugee’s Secret Mission
to Defeat the Nazis”
7 PM, Wed. Feb. 9, 2022
Q and A will follow.
Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/91529107204?
pwd=YWRtTnE5SDB2QjdEKzJTRUE2ZTFUUT09
Meeting ID: 915 2910 7204
Passcode: 431846
Eric Lichtblau reported for The New York Times in the Washington bureau, as well
as for the Los Angeles Times, Time magazine, The New Yorker, and the CNN network's
investigative news unit. He received a Pulitzer Prize in 2006 with the New York
Times for his reporting on warrantless wiretapping by the National Security Agency. He was part of the New York Times team that won the Pulitzer in 2017 for
coverage of Russia and the Trump campaign. He is also the author of “Bush's Law:
The Remaking of American Justice”, and “The Nazis Next Door: How America Became a Safe Haven for Hitler's Men”.
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