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COME, SING YOUR SONG…
WITH US!
Sunday, March 13, 10:00am
In the Sanctuary
All are invited to a lively musical service to
launch our annual stewardship campaign!
Come and celebrate the joy and power of music
and song to elevate our spirit and unite our hearts.
Throughout the ages, music and song have soothed, sustained, and
informed us as individuals and united us as families, communities, and
nations. The beautiful healing powers of music continue today! By
blending our harmonies we forge energizing connections. Sharing
music and joy-filled times, we strengthen our hearts and build our
loving community.
We invite you to “tune in” with good vibrations just as spring starts to
break through the grip of winter.
Channing’s Annual 2022-23 Stewardship Campaign begins
Sunday, March 13thst and runs through April 30th.
Stewardship pledge packets will be coming to you in the mail
the week after the service. These will be filled with information
about how Channing will use your thoughtful gifts to sustain our
special programs, community outreach efforts, provide education,
support our wonderful staff, and manage our essential expenses.
Provided again this year are ways to pledge along with an enclosed a
stamped, addressed return envelope giving you a quick, straight
forward way to support Channing with your generous contributions.
Ultimately as members and friends of Channing Church, we know we
are all stewards and responsible for the financial well-being of our
congregation. We count on your financial strength to keep Channing
vibrant and alive.
Bring your song and join it with ours at Channing Church.
Lift Up Your Hearts!

Come, Sing Your Song…with US!
With joy and thanks,
Chris Stevenson, Stewardship Chair
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SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
10:00AM IN THE
SANCTUARY

The service is also live streamed on the
CHANNING YOU TUBE
CHANNEL and available for viewing
afterwards.

Sunday, March 6
We Move Mountains One
Stone at a Time
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Confucius is reported have said
the “The man who moves
mountains begins by carrying
away small stones.” Today, Bill
will reflect on the meaning of
this advice and how it applies to
us and our journey in Unitarian
Universalist faith to transform
ourselves and to transform the
world.
Sunday, March 13
Come , Sing Your Song…
With Us!
Christine Stevenson, members
of the Canvass Team, Rev. Bill
Zelazny
This joyful service will launch our
annual stewardship campaign.
More info in cover article.
Sunday, March 20
The Power of Belonging
On this Sunday we
will help Rev. Bill
celebrate his 30th
anniversary
of
ordination and install
him as Channing
Church’s called minister. The
congregation voted to call Rev
Bill in January 2020, but Covid
restrictions have prevented the
installation ceremony. The Rev.
Sarah Person, minister at the
First Unitarian Universalist
Society of Middleborough, MA,
will deliver the sermon. About
her sermon theme she says “The
relationship between a

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
congregation and its minister is
often characterized as a
marriage, a holy covenant. One
might say that ministry is even
more basic than that. Ministry is
a kind of chemistry; combining
the essences of the people and
their minister into a living entity
that is vital and transforming. It
is the power of that relationship
that holds us, heals us, and
impels us to heal the world.”
The CMC President and Board
members will lead the
installation ceremony.
A small reception will follow
the service in the Parish Hall
(A reception picnic is being
planned for summer)
Sunday, March 27
Deep Questions, Faith Styles
and Our Search for Meaning
Rev. Jeannette Bessinger
One important
purpose of living
a spiritual life is
to transform. But
the
path
of
transformation along a spiritual
trajectory isn’t always easy to
define. One helpful way to begin
to map our own paths is to ask
ourselves some probing
questions about the ways we
seek and understand meaning in
our lives. We’ll address some of
these questions, and introduce
some familiar and unfamiliar faith
styles to help us clarify our own
ways of finding meaning, and to
better understand and
appreciate the styles of others
that might differ greatly from our
own.
[This sermon was originally
schedule for January 30, but
postponed due to snow]

SUNDAY CHIMING

9:30am on Sunday Mornings

C H ANNING C H URCH
C H ALICE C H ILDREN
After another mini-hiatus, we
are (sort of) back in session! On
February 13, we celebrated our
return with a Valentine’s Day
party. On February 20, classes
were cancelled due to Covid
again. February 27 we started
our long awaited unit about the
Native Americans. We will be
learning about their beginnings
in this land, now called North
America. We will continue to
learn about their cultures and
the similarities and differences
among the many tribes. There
will be lots of stories and
activities during March and into
April. As I said last year when I
brought up this topic, we will
not spend time on the
continuous struggles between
Native Americans and other
peoples. That will be a topic for
another time.
We now have 11 Chalice
Children, aged 4 to 10. Amy and
I are having a great time
working with them, We learn
from each other every week!
Stay safe and healthy,
and have a happy St.
Patrick’s Day!!
~JoAnne Ritchie,
Family Ministry Coordinator
FamilyMinistry@channingchurch.org
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March 6: Jim Freess
March 13: Janna Pederson
March 20 : Jim Freess
March 27: Linda Beall

SUNDAY ZOOM
FELLOWSHIP

On Sundays congregation
members who are not able to
come to the church will be able
to have Fellowship with other
Channing folks via Zoom. The
Zoom Fellowship session will
begin immediately after the end
of the service live stream on
YouTube.
Exit You Tube and then sign
into Zoom using this link:
h t t ps : // z o om . us /
j / 9 1 7 8 7 7 4 9 9 3 6 ?
pwd=dDd3NlpIVk9vb0JkY2F
HNnhvd2tIdz09
Meeting ID: 917 8774 9936
Passcode: 877950
The link is the same each
week
We will also have In-Person
Fellowship in the Parish Hall
after the Sunday Worship
Service. Come enjoy a cup of
hot coffee, a snack, and
conversation with your
Channing friends!

G O V. B O A R D & B E L O V E D C O M M U N I T Y
readings to be done between
workshops. The program creates
opportunities for participants to
practice dreaming our world
otherwise, and then commit to new,
intentional ways of being.

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
OUT TO SEA!! Heads up
next month for the usual
president’s message! Fair
winds and following seas all!
~Ginny

BUILDING BELOVED
COMMUNITY AT
CHANNING

After three Sunday services and
two classes at The Learning
Center focused on the topic of
Building Beloved Community at
Channing and the 8th Principle, we
invite those who are interested to
c onti nue to deep en our
investigation and studies.
There are two UU curricula
freely available for individual and
congregational use. The first is
called Building the World We
Dr eam
About,
https://
www.uua.org/re/tapestry/adults/
btwwda - a program that seeks to
interrupt the workings of racism and
transform how people from different
racial/ethnic groups understand and
relate to one another. It consists of
24 two-hour workshops, with Taking
It Home activities, reflections, and

The second program has
materials that can be explored
individually on your own time:
Examining Whiteness: An
Anti-Racism Curriculum https://www.uua .org/ra cial justice/curricula/whiteness One
of the ways that racism affects us is
by shaping our identity (and this is
true for whites and People of
Color). These materials are made
available to UU’s, particularly white
people interested in transforming
their whiteness through
understanding the complex history
of white supremacy of over four
hundred years in the United States,
and the impact it has on us as
individuals and the society as a
whole.
Please contact Jeannette
B e s s i n g e r
a t
jlbessinger@channingchurch
.org if you would be
interested in participating in
a group on one or both of
these topics.

BLACK HISTORY
ASSEMBLY
The Rev.
Robert L
Williams
Na tiona l
B l a c k
History
Month
Assembly was held at Rogers
High School auditorium on
Friday, February 18, 2022, to a
mostly virtual audience. This was
the 51st annual assembly.
3

The presentation was live
streamed into the classrooms.
There were approximately thirty
adult attendees in the auditorium
including members of Channing
and Community Baptist Churches
and families of the award
winners.
Mr. Kenneth A Riley was the
recipient of the George T.
Downing Award. Mr. Riley served
in Vietnam and received the
National Purple Heart award.
After his military service he
became a Newport policeman.
He is involved in many
community activities, the most
recent being the NAACP MLK
Torch Run. His goal in life is to
give back to his community.
The recipient of the Dr. Marcus
F. Wheatland Award and
scholarship was Jezell Jada Green.
Jezell came to this country three
years ago from Jamaica. She is an
outstanding student who hopes
to go to medical school to
become a pediatrician. She is a
leader in the Junior ROTC
program at Rogers and a member
of the indoor and outdoor track
teams. She is also one of the
founding members and leaders of
the Diversity Relevance
Committee.
The moderator this year was
Queen Najee Thomas, who is
also an academic top performer.
Queen is new to Rogers, having
spent her freshman thru junior
high school years in Japan as the
daughter of a military family.
Queen is a JROTC executive
officer and is fluent in Japanese.
She aspires to major in
International Affairs/Relations in
college.
Continued on next page

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY
Black History Assembly continued

Community Baptist and
Channing share in providing
these young women scholarships
for their outstanding
achievements. The Marcus
Wheatland scholarship is $1000,
and the moderator receives
$500.
Members of the Black history
Committee from Channing are
Rev. Bill Zelazny, Judith Porter,
and Sally Hanchett. Sam Jernigan
designs and produces the
certificates for the awards. Bill
Peresta provided the excellent
photographs.
If you would like to watch the
assembly, you can go to
YouTube TV and search “Rogers
High School Black History
Month Assembly” and the RHS
logo will appear. Click on that
and then the RHS Robert L.
William’s Black History Month
51st Annual Assembly site will
appear.
Then hit enter on
remote and fast forward 6:29
seconds, the assembly will begin
there.
~Judith Porter

CAREGIVING
UPDATE
What an up-and-down winter
we’ve had, including one major
snowstorm! Hope you all have
persevered through the rain,
snow, and ice.
We’ll be
rewarded with signs of spring as
the March days pass.

Many thanks to Mary Benson
and Joy Benson, who served as
Caregiving coordinators for
February. Even during a month
when there are fewer items to
include in the Catalyst column,
there are always plenty of
connections made between
Caregiving volunteers and
congregation members. Many
calls and visits are made, cards
are written, and meals are
delivered to congregation
members who are making long
recoveries from surgeries or
hospitalizations, coping with
chronic health conditions, or
residing in nursing facilities.
Dave Burnett continues to suffer
multiple health problems and
entered a nursing home in
February near their home in
Maine. He and husband Larry
Bacon love to hear from
Channing friends – their address
can be found in last month’s
Catalyst.
Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you
know of anyone who could use a
friendly phone call, a meal
offer ing , a r ide to a n
appointment, or some other
assistance, we welcome hearing
from you.
The
M a r c h
coordinators are
Sally Hanchett and Betsy
Dees. You may contact either
of these individuals, or one of
the other Caregiving program co
-leaders: JoAnn Rosemont or
Lindsay Cassidy.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving
Caregiving@channingchurch.org
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MARCH FOR
P ROT E I N D R I V E
Sunday, March 27,
9:30am-noon, Parish Hall
It’s that time again!
The Margit Baum Committee
had designated March 27th for
the Channing Memorial Church
congregation to participate in
our annual drive to collect
nonperishable protein. This year
the collected items will go to
Conexion Latina to help with
food
stability
for
this
community.
Last year we
had a significant number of
generous contributions. We
would like to match that again
this year. Please bring your
donations to the Parish Hall
between 9:30 am and noon
on March 27th.
Suggestions for nonperishable
foods include (but are not
limited to) canned meats
(including tuna and salmon),
dried beans, nuts and seeds,
dried edamame, peanut butter
(or other nut butters), protein
bars, chia seeds, canned chili,
whole wheat grains, mac &
cheese, etc.
If you have any questions,
please contact any member
of
the
Margit
Baum
Committee (Sally Hanchett,
Jo Freedman, Joy Benson,
Judith Porter, Susan Booth,
Maryellen Doherty, or Lissa
Fernandez).
Thank you in advance for
your continued support of
this event.

SOCIAL ACTION

ECO BITS & TIPS
Greenhouse Gases: Who
They Are and How They Can
be Cut (Part 1)
I have been looking at multiple
government attempts to cut
back on greenhouse gas
e mi ssi ons to av er t a n
environmental disaster. A
disaster that really has already
begun. Let’s start by looking at
what makes up the humancaused global warming gases.
According to the US
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), carbon dioxide
makes up 80% of all heattrapping gases. Other
contributors include Methane
(10%), Nitrous Oxide (7%), and
finally,
Fluorinated
Hydrocarbon Gases (3%). But it
gets much more complicated
than this. Why? Primarily,
because “all greenhouse bases
are not created equal.” In other
words, some gases are much
more potent, or, stay around
much longer, than others.
It's true that Carbon Dioxide
makes up the lion’s share of
greenhouse gases. In 2020, over
5,200 metric tons (and down
20% due to the pandemic) of
CO2 (equivalent) were emitted
into the air we all breath.
Sounds like a lot, and it is.
Major sources of this gas, in
decreasing order, include
burning fossil fuels as
transportation fuel, for heat and

manufacturing, burning wood
(and byproducts), mostly for
heat, and incineration of trash.
Important here, is that this CAN
be reversed with protected
forests undisturbed grasslands
and savannahs and permaculture
types of tree crops and
agroforestry. Sucking CO2 out
of the atmosphere, where all
these gases end up, and
sequestration by plants is a wellestablished method to offset
emission increases. But is the
latter enough?
Then there is methane. While it
contributes 10% of all heat
trapping gases, Methane is much
more potent. In fact, roughly 30
times more potent than Carbon
D i o x i de a nd s p ec i f ic a l l y
measured as Global Warming
Potential (GWB): an actual EPA
established statistic. And this is
due to its energy absorption
trait. Sources include fossil fuel
production, including mining and
natural gas drilling, but also
industrial scaled agriculture
including feedlots, where feeding
ruminates (cattle) corn instead
of a more natural diet of grass
c rea tes a nima ls belc hing
methane non-stop. And add this
to gigantic manure lagoons from
beef, pork, chicken and turkey
producers that not only
contribute significant methane,
but also water pollution when
the lagoons overflow into rivers.
One key advantage to this
pollutant, is that it is short lived
(about 10 years) and thus,
cutting this can quickly reduce
methane’s impact as a heat
trapping gas. The lowest hanging
fruit so-to-speak.
Next is Nitrous Oxides, roughly
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7% of all these emissions.
Nearly half of these emissions
come from human activities
This gas, like Methane, is also
greatly outsized in its potency:
around 280 times that of
Carbon Dioxide. Unfortunately,
it is also lasts for over 100
years. Not as long as Carbon
Dioxide (up to ten centuries),
but long enough to be a very
potent and long-lived. The main
source is our food cropping
systems and dependence on
artificial nitrogen for fertilizer.
Needless to say, this will take
time to make such a shift away
from. There are several large
industrial sources too, located
in southern US states (Florida
and Texas) where pollution laws
are less stringent and that likely
could be “incentivized” to
dramatically cut their pollution.
Lastly are Fluorinated
Hydrocarbons which are
entirely human generated,
extremely potent and more
long lasting than Carbon
Dioxide. All of us remember
that Oxone depleting
refrigerant Freon gas that
caused the Ozone layer in the
upper atmosphere to degrade
a nd di sa pp ea r . In dus tr y
essentially swapped this for
strong global warming gases. It’s
imperative that a substitute or
process change be discovered
as emissions are hundreds to
THOUSANDS of times more
potent than Carbon Dioxide.
Next time I want to identify
areas we could do better in
cutting global warming gases,
and start to talk about policies
that would start us on the road
to Net Zero, by 2050.
~Craig Gaspard, for SAC

SOCIAL ACTION & TLC
THE SHARING
LOCKER

THE LEARNING CENTER AT CHANNING

March reminds
us spring is on
the way. To get
ready for spring
cleaning the Sharing Locker is
r e q u e s t i n g d o na t io n s o f
cleaning supplies, window
cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner
etc. Any toiletries or cleaning
supplies are always welcome,
with donations going to our local
food pantry.

COMMUNITY
MEAL
The Third Monday of the
Month, in the Parish Hall
At 5:00pm starting March 21
The
Channing
Community Meal
continues
to
serve the meal in
person in the Parish Hall. Joan
Dermody provides a delicious
hot dinner with all the fixings for
our guests. Contact Meal
Manager, Joy Benson, at
communitymeal@channingc
hurch.org
with
any
questions or if you would
like to help out.

PFLAG
SUPPORT
MEETINGS

PFLAG
support
Zoom meetings continue the
first Wed. of every month.
Folks can go to:
https://
www.pflagprovidence.org/
for information. In addition,
they can call the Helpline at
401.307.1802

CHRISTIAN McBURNEY
Historian, Speaker, and Author of
The Rhode Island Campaign
Will give a Zoom talk with Q & A for
The Learning Center at Channing Memorial
Church on The Battle of Rhode Island
At 7 PM, Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Rhode Island historian Christian McBurney has written the first indepth book on the Battle of Rhode Island, perhaps the most
unheralded major battle of the American Revolution. The August,
1778, conflagration on Aquidneck Island pitted the 8,000 - man
British Army of occupation, including Hessian mercenaries and
American loyalists, against a similar sized force of American
continental army soldiers and New England militiamen.
One of the most interesting facets of the battle was the
outstanding performance of the 1st Rhode Island Regiment,
composed largely of enslaved people promised freedom for their
service.
McBurney, a lawyer, native Rhode Islander, and author of several
other books on R.I. history, runs an outstanding weekly blog on
Rhode Island history called SmallStateBigHistory.com.

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/97374709911?
pwd=TGJYMmU2RUtXWTFxQktMbUlsR2lnZz09
Meeting ID: 973 7470 9911
Passcode: 681912
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