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CHANNING CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
Sunday Child Care
Sunday morning childcare for children ages 6
months to 5 years is planned to resume on
September 18, provided childcare staff can be
engaged.
Rev. Bill is working to recruit staff. Channing members are
encouraged to let family members or friends at least 18 years
of age to apply by contacting Rev. Bill
–
minister@channingchurch.org
Childcare, when it resumes. will be between 9:45 and 11:15 in the
childcare room in the Parish Hall. Parents will be asked to register
their child(ren) the first time they participate. There will be two staff
with the children.

2022-23 Children’s Faith
Development Program
(Religious Education)
The
2022-23
Children’s
faith
development program is anticipated to
start September 25, provided all staff positions can be filled.
The children’s program will run concurrently with Sunday services –
10:00 – 11:00a.m with a Teacher and Assistant Teacher providing
learning opportunities for the children in a one-room school house
setting.
All children who will participate will need to be registered,
even if they will only attend occasionally, though it is hoped they
come regularly to the Sunday gathering. Parents may register
their child(ren) after church in the RE room on Sunday
September 18 or before the first class they attend.
A email will be sent out to the congregation with detailed
description of the childcare and faith development
programs. Updates will be included in the weekly E-News.

~Rev. Bill Zelazny

SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
10:00AM IN THE
SANCTUARY

Services are also live streamed on the
CHANNING YOU TUBE
CHANNEL and available for viewing
afterwards.

No Service Sunday, September
4th. Enjoy a Labor Day
Weekend outing or picnic!

INGATHERING!!
Sunday, September 11
UUs are Called to be Priests
and Prophets
Rev. Bill Zelazny
Unitarian theologian James
Luther Adams believed all
Unitarians (Unitarian
Universalist) were called to be
“priests” – honor and celebrate
the spirit for ourselves and
others -- and to be prophets –
call forth and point the way for
people to bring justice to all.
Although we may have heard this
before, let’s use this first service
of the new church year to revisit
summons of our faith.
Everyone is invited to bring a
token from their home – a
flower, a leaf, a pebble, a
house picture or other small
item -- to place on our
celebration table to represent
the bringing together or our
secular and our religious
worlds.
Picnic
time!
After
the
service we will
have
our
traditional annual “start-ofthe-year” picnic in Touro
Park (the Parish Hall if it is
raining).
Everyone
is
encouraged to bring a dish
to share, or if you prefer,
bring a personal box lunch.
Continued on next page
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M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
On
this
opening
Sunday we celebrate
being back together
with music by special
musical
group
Home
Brew. Music will start at 9:30
with a pre-service concert.
Bring a friend to enjoy the
music and engage in our
service.
Sunday, September 18
Everyday “Holy” Spaces
Rev. Bill Zelazny
A quiet spot in the park, our
house, the family summer cabin,
our flower garden, the church
sanctuary are places that have
become sacred or “holy” to us.
These special places shape and
our spirit and affect our soul.
This Sunday, Rev. Bill will
explore the spirituality of space.
This sermon is a lead into a
Learning Center program about
special spaces in and around
Newport and Channing Church.
See the article on Page 6 for
more information. Invite a
friend to the service and the
TLC program to learn about the
power of space.
Enrollment for the 2022-23
children faith development
program will take place
after church in the Parish
Hall

CHANNING
COMMUNITY
FAIR!

After church
Sunday,
September 18, Parish Hall &
Church Grounds
Learn how you can become
involved in programs and
ministries of Channing church.

Sunday, September 25
Our Life Should Preach
More Loudly than Our Lips
Rev. Bill Zelazny
The title is a quote from
William Ellery Channing. This
sermon is a reflective pause for
us to consider what this means,
and what it takes for a person’s
life to bring a positive message
to the world.

SUNDAY CHIMING

9:30am (Before the Sunday
Worship Service)
Many thanks to our Channing
Chimers who give us a beautiful
30 minute musical concert on
Sundays! Our chimers are Linda
Beall, Janna Peterson, Chris
Ariel, Cynthia Skelton, and Jim
Freess. Their work is greatly
appreciated.
Sept. 4: Jim Freess
No Worship this Sunday
Sept. 11: No ChimingSpecial Music at 9:30am
Sept. 18: Christine Ariel
Sept. 25: Linda Beall
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ELKS’ PARKING FOR
SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP
Channing Members may
park in the Elks’ parking
lot from 9:00am12:00pm on Sunday
mornings while attending
Sunday Services. Please place
the bright orange parking
permit on your dashboard
where it is clearly visible.
Permits are located on the table
to the right as you enter the
church.

WELCOME BACK
PICNIC IN TOURO
PARK

Sunday, September 11, after
the Ingathering Service
Reconnect with friends at our
annual “Welcome Back Potluck
Picnic”. All are invited to
their best dish to share, or
bring your own box lunch if
you prefer. Beverages will
be supplied. Don’t forget to
bring a chair or blanket!
The picnic is sponsored by the
Membership Committee and we
are guaranteeing sunny weather
(but just in case, it will be held in
the Parish Hall if it rains). We
will be setting up at 9:30 am that
Sunday morning in Touro Park
and would appreciate your help
and also with cleaning up after
the picnic. We are looking
forward to seeing you all and
hearing about your summer
adventures.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Happy September all! Here’s
hoping that your July and August
days proved relaxing and restful.
As we gear up for the new
Church year, it is clear what we
have accomplished, what is in
process to complete, and what
we might think of as plans for our
future. We have spent much time
and financial resources on phases
one and two of Vision 20025
projects even as we continue to
care for the day to day needs in
our buildings and for our tenants.
Church leadership and
committees have also continued
to focus on another aspect of our
Church community … namely our
more Spiritual side … the reasons
we come together as a Church
and spiritual home of our
members and friends. We
acknowledge and miss the few
who have gone to the next part
of life’s journey beyond this
lifetime even as we welcome new
folk, who add to our everwidening circle of life.
As we search further into the
ideas and “truths” that we hold
dear and which provide the
foundation of our UU faith, let us
make this coming year a
continued exploration of the
principles that bind us as a
spiritual community. Let us be
ever mindful of ourselves, each
other, and our unique struggles

within our common bonds. Let
us listen clearly to each other as
we work towards enhancing the
dignity and worth of all sentient
beings. I would like to share a
few films and books that I have
been introduced to recently that
have really brought home in a
very large way the principle of
the “interconnected web of life”
in which we all are a part. The
Fantastic Fungi, produced by
Louie Schwartzberg, both the
film and the summit in which
many spiritual leaders of our
time are interviewed, has
opened for me incredible
insights into our universe. It is
magical, the photography
spectacular, and the message
hopeful. The books, The
Extended Mind: Thinking
Outside the Brain by science
journalist Annie Murphy Paul,
and The New Earth by Eckhart
Tolle have provided valuable
insights into how we really
function and how we might use
our insights and precious
resources for the betterment of
all.
As I think about our coming year
and the challenges we face as a
community I will approach them
with these perspectives in mind.
May we each continue to search
for new knowledge and
understanding as we continue to
develop our own spiritual paths.
And above all remember the
verses of the Loving Kindness
Meditation: May we all be happy,
May we all be healthy, May we all
be at peace and May we all live
with as much ease as is possible.
Let’s have great September and
year!
Best to all,
Ginny
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WELCOME BEN
WILLETT TEAM!!
P l e a s e
Welcome
Our
New
NeighborBen Willett Team
Real Estate - We are
Ben thrilled to have Ben and
his business as our neighbor as he
has a strong connection to the
church. Ben is the son of Barbara
Russell-Willett and was dedicated
at the church in 1999.
A f t e r
c o m p l e t i n g
religious education culminating
with coming of age, Ben became a
member of the church in 2006.
Now 29, Ben has 6 years of
experience selling real estate and
operates his own real estate
team here in Newport County.
Ben and his extremely friendly
dog, Juke, are
excited to meet
everyone so feel
free to stop in,
give Juke a pet,
and reintroduce
yourself.
Juke

The Church Office will
be open Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday
10:00am-3:30pm
Our Office Administrator,
Michele, will also be in the
church doing tech on Sunday,
September 11, 18, and 25.
Feel free to ask her (after the
service) if you need something
or have a question.

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY

CAREGIVING
UPDATE
Welcome back!
We hope
you’ve been able to enjoy this
summer, though it has definitely
been hot and dry.
Please keep long-time Channing
members Janet and Tom Cook
in your thoughts. At the time of
this writing, Janet had just
suffered a serious fall down
some stairs in her home and is
hospitalized at RI Hospital with
injuries. By the time you read
this, she is scheduled to be
residing, at least temporarily, at
the John Clarke Retirement
Center in Middletown. I’m sure
she would welcome cards and
messages of support.
Our
caregivers will continue to assist
in whatever ways would be most
appropriate.

Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you
know of anyone who could use a
friendly phone call, a meal
o f fer in g , a r id e t o a n
appointment, or some other
assistance, we welcome
hearing from you. The
S e p t e m b e r
coordinators are Ruth
Jernigan and Fatima Devine.
Please contact either of these
individuals, or Caregiving coleaders Sally Hanchett and JoAnn
Rosemont, with any Caregiving
news or needs this month.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

THE
SHARING
LOCKER
For our September Sharing
locker please reflect on the
beautiful trees you saw on
vacation and consider bringing
paper goods ( toilet paper, paper
towels, Kleenex) to share with
those in our community who
may struggle to purchase these
with limited income. Better yet,
look for bamboo or recycled
goods. Items dropped in our
collection buckets will be
distributed through our local
food pantry. All toiletries and
cleaning supplies accepted, even
those hotel samples from your
travels.

We are sorry to hear of the
death of Tim Phelps’ brother
after a long illness. Please keep
his family in your thoughts.
Judi Tisdall is recovering from
surgery and has recently
returned home. Wishing you a
complete and rapid recovery,
Judi!

Wishing happy belated birthday
to Beth Milham and June Wing,
who celebrated milestone
birthdays this summer!
Channing member Kate
Dempsey has moved to
Connecticut but plans to return
for a visit this fall.

Congregants enjoy a “moving” service with Rachel
Balaban in Touro Park on August 7th.
Photo credit: Judith Porter
Do you like taking pictures at Channing events? If so, we
would love to have them to post on Social Media and in the
Newsletter when possible. Please send your pictures to
Michele in the Church Office at: office@channingchurch.org,
thank you!
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SOCIAL ACTION
ECO BITS & TIPS
Drought and Weather
Extremes of 2022
I wrote my last column about
considering “Food Miles” and
how
long-distance
transportation such as
refrigerated air freight is a huge
contributor to greenhouse gas
emissions. When considering
summer squash and berries out
-of-season, perhaps, a better
considering would be to
purchase veggies and fruit inseason first. Winter instead of
summer squash, local
strawberries and apples
opposed to Braeburn Apples
from New Zealand and
California Strawberries.
Freezing perishable fruit
properly also preserves much
of the nutrition of locally grown
fruit. This seems like a good
segue into the seemly
worldwide drought conditions,
with food production impacts
most obvious.
Our New England drought is
well into it’s second month.
We here in Rhode Island, as
well as eastern Massachusetts
are in “Extreme Drought”,
running about five inches of
precipitation below normal.
Town watering bans are
becoming more common.
Reservoir levels are dropping
quickly and in more northerly
locations, water wells are
running dry.
Widespread drought conditions
are found on every continent
now: most of the American and
Canadian west; most of
southern and central Europe;
much of Eastern Asia including
China; central Africa including

& ANNOUNCEMENTS

the continent’s most populous
countries; and much of southern
South America along with
swaths of Brazil including the
Amazon rainforest. (with
d r o u g h t . g o v
a n d
droughtmonitor.unl.edu are
available scientific resources.) As
it is here, well above average
temperatures exaggerate
drought conditions.

Street sells bulk cleaning and
personal care products. Bring
your own container. Cost is by
volume or weight. So give it a
try. They are open every day
but Wednesday. It seems like
such a small, but easy solution if
you are in town anyway.

With warmer air holding more
moisture, why is this happening
one might ask. But balancing
these areas of precipitation
deficits are areas of extremely
heavy rain events: Kentucky;
Yellowstone National Park;
Australia; and Germany are but a
few of the many destructive
floods (Munich Re source). And
Hurricane season has not
peaked yet.

SPECIAL MUSIC
FOR OUR
INGATHERING
SERVICE

Hope is not lost. President Biden
signed the most comprehensive
climate change fighting legislation
in US history with passage of the
Inflation Reduction Act. Our
own RIPTA will be purchasing a
fleet of electric buses with a full
conversion date (given) of 2026.
It is “late in the game” to affect
change, but most scientist agree
it is Not too late. Remember,
while human-caused changes are
underway now, citizens and
governments must try to work
to limit temperature rise to 1.5
degrees C. We are already at 1.1
degrees as cited by multiple
scientific sources.
One of my readers, Beth
Milham, suggested a personal
solution to the problems of too
much non-renewable plastic
used here and around the globe.
The Refill, at 42 Spring
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~Craig Gaspard, for SAC

The
acoustic
trio Home Brew
pr ese nts
an
eclectic blend of
music
which
might best be
described
as
“alternative
f o l k ” ,
encompassing everything from
traditional roots music to
contemporary and original
songs.
The trio features
fabulous vocalist Cheryl Grelle,
whose ability to solo as well as
blend beautifully with others
makes possible the exciting
variety of styles the trio
performs, and well-known folk
artists Matt and Judy Bolles,
popular locally as a duo and as
members of The South County
Rounders band, on guitar, fiddle
and vocals. Home Brew loves
to share their appreciation of
music both classic and
contemporary with all who love
to listen.
Pre-service music starts at
9:30am, possibly outside
weather permitting.
Be sure to attend!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FROM THE LEARNING CENTER
AT CHANNING CHURCH
We hope that everyone has had an engaging summer. We
look forward to gathering again with you at Channing for
TLC programs.

A Walk Through History in Touro Park
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 5:30pm, in Touro Park
Our first offering in September will be an
outdoor event in Touro Park. Following up
on Rev. Bill’s September sermon, noted
below, we’ll gather at 5:30 PM on Wed.,
Sept. 21 with Chris Laudon and Jim
Egan, to experience a talk and walk on the
subject of Channing’s outdoor space
and environment.
Chris's depth of
knowledge about Channing church’s history and architecture, and
about our Campus Master plan, is unmatched.
She’ll share
information and insights with us, followed by a walking tour of Touro
Park with Jim. Jim’s research on the Park has resulted in his recent
book, “Calvert Vaux and Touro Park”. We are all familiar with Jim’s
dynamic presentations – this should be fun!
RSVP to TLC@channingchurch.org, please so that we have a
point of contact in case we have to reschedule because of
weather.

Yankee Steam-Up
Saturday, Oct. 1, 9am-4pm, New
England Wireless Museum in
East Greenwich
The New England Wireless Museum's
(www.newsm.org) unique annual event, the
"Yankee Steam-Up", is coming around again! Some Channing friends
had a lot of fun there together last year. Adult admission is $20;
childrens' admission $10. Why not do what Eleanor Doumato did in
2021, and bring a grandchild who is interested in technology? (There's
so much going on, they may put away their cell phone for a few
minutes!)
This special event includes a new animated exhibit by
Channing member, artist and electronics engineer Bob
Kieronski. The museum has been actively developing their collection
and exhibits, and would appreciate your support. Hope to see you
there!
Please know that your ideas for programs are always
welcome. Be sure to visit the TLC Table at the Channing
Volunteer Fair on Sunday September 18, following Bill’s
sermon on “Everyday Holy Places”!
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LOOKING FOR A
COMPUTER
FOR THE SANCTUARY
The Tech Team is looking for a
used notebook or laptop
computer to use to control
a large screen TV in the
Sanctuary. If anyone has a good
quality notebook/laptop that is
not being used at their home or
office, it would certainly be put
to good use in the Sanctuary!
Please contact the office
(office@channingchurch.org)
to arrange for the donation

CHILDCARE MINISTRY
STAFF PERSON
NEEDED
Very
part
time
position
performing general babysitting
functions; approx. 2 hour a week
on Sunday for 40 Sundays
between September 2022 and
June 2023; 9:45 a.m.– 11:15
a.m. The pay is $15/hour. Will
work with an assistant.
General responsibilities: Staff
childcare to provide baby-sitting
and supervise play time for
children 6 months to 4 years old
in childcare room in the Parish
Hall.
Individuals interested in
serving are invited to
contact
Rev.
Bill
at
minister@channingchurch.org.

