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FUN NOVEMBER EVENTS
Together Again!
Brunch for the Bus
Sunday, November 13,
11:30am in the Parish Hall
The Social Action Committee
(SAC) is pleased to announce
our annual Brunch for the Bus will be held following church
on Nov 13th. Come enjoy a delicious brunch with all
donations raised going to support bus
transportation for four agencies serving
the homeless, Lucy’s Hearth, McKinney
Shelter, Housing Hotline and Turning Around
Ministries.

The Annual
Thanksgiving Potluck
Dinner!!

Sunday, Nov. 20, 4:00pm,
in the Parish Hall
ALL are invited to our Annual
Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner!!
Join us for a longstanding Channing tradition where
everyone brings something to share, and we enjoy our time
together. You can sign up in the Parish Hall during
Fellowship
or
you
can
email
us
at
Thanksgiving@channingchurch.org Please join us for
this family friendly event!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP AT
10:00AM IN THE
SANCTUARY

Services are live streamed on the
CHANNING YOU TUBE
CHANNEL and available for viewing
afterwards.

Sunday, November 6
What to do When the
World had Gone Crazy
Rev. Bill Zelazny
By nearly every
objective
measure,
the
world
is
a
better
place
than it has ever been in modern
history. So, why does doesn’t it
feel that way? It seems as though
the world is spinning out of
control. People of all ages are
saying and doing stupid things.
So is the world really worse, or
is it just that we’re more aware
of all of the bad things than ever
before?
And, regardless of
which it is, what can we do to
make our lives seem less like we
are living in the world of the
Mad Hatter? Let’s talk about
this on the Sunday before the
mid-term elections.
Sunday, November 13
Relationships are Essentially
a Spiritual Matter
Rev. Bill Zelazny
We are about to enter the
annual traditional six weeks with
family and friends of merriment
and congeniality or tension and
potential minefields – the
holidays where we are often
with many people, some of
whom get on our nerves. Let’s
take a little while this Sunday
morning to think about making
and keeping healthy
relationships, whether for the
holidays or all year.

M I N I S T RY TO G E T H E R
Don’t forget! The Annual
Brunch
for
the
Bus
i m m e d i at e l y a ft er t h e
November 13 service – a
breakfast in the Parish Hall to
raise funds to purchase bus
cards for our neighbors living
in temporary housing. See the
article on the front page for
more information.
The
second
Sunday of the
month is our
Nonperishable
foods collection for local
food pantries.

Sunday, November 20
The Discipline and Ethics of
Gratitude
Rev. Bill Zelazny
The Rev. Galen Geunerich,
senior minister at All Souls
Church (UU) in New York City,
written that he has a problem
with how we often define or
describe Unitarian Universalism
by emphasizing the secular
concept of freedom and not
believing in things that orthodox
Christianity holds to be true.
Rather, he thinks Unitarian
Universalism should be defined
and described by the term
gratitude. Rev Bill thinks this is
an interesting perspective and
will explore this idea that our

faith should be based on the
religious idea of a discipline and
ethic of gratitude for “all that is
our life”
Sunday, November 27
Poetry: Emotions,
Memories, Experience
Linda Beall & Others
Poetry expresses emotions,
evokes memories, opens the
heart to a spiritual or religious
experience, or can draw a
per son into a s ensor y
experience. Last year's poetry
service on Thanksgiving
weekend received so many nice
comments that we wanted to
do it again this year! On this
Sunday, members of the
congregation will share their
favorite poems and why those
poems are meaningful to
them.
Come to a Channing
Church Sunday poetry fest.
Poetry
readers
are
welcome. If you are
interested in participating,
contact Linda Beall

***************************
ELKS’ PARKING FOR
SUNDAY MORNING
WORSHIP
Channing Members
may park in the Elks’
parking lot from
9:00am-12:00pm
on Sunday mornings while
attending Sunday Services.
Please place the bright
orange parking permit on
your dashboard where it is
clearly visible. Permits are
located on the table to the right
as you enter the church.
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SUNDAY CHIMING
Nov. 6: Janna Pederson
Nov. 13: Linda Beall
Nov. 20: Jim Freess
Nov. 27: Christine Ariel

SUNDAY
MORNING
CHILDCARE
Childcare is offered for children
5 and younger during the service
on Sunday mornings in the Parish
Hall Childcare Room with our
wonderful childcare providers,
Miss Lydia and Ms. Amy. They
will nurture and take care of
your little ones while you are in
church and at coffee hour.
Important things to know:
• Please arrive 15 minutes
prior to the service to register
your child(ren)
• Please bring several diapers
or Pull-ups if needed
• Please bring a sippy cup or
bottle if needed
• Please bring a specific
beverage and/or personal snack
if needed. Water will be
provided.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

unconscionable.
I encourage
you to learn more and really
understand the history and
experience of these remarkable
people by reading and attending
whatever programs you can this
month, the month of Native
American history.

Greetings all. I’ve been away for
the past three weeks in Arizona! I
was so surprised to see the varied
landscapes, flora, and fauna in that
amazing state. There were way
too many historic and natural
wonder sites to enumerate but
two experiences stand out in my
mind as most significant and most
spirit touching. One set of those
experiences is also being
celebrated this month at the King
Center, namely celebrating the
Native American history and
experience. In my limited
understanding of the native
peoples of this land we call “our
country” I found the stories of
their connection to the earth and
all her creatures was profoundly
moving. They only took what they
needed for survival and always
gave back to the earth what was
hers. They didn’t “own“ the land
but were always “with” the land.
In the southwest, they built their
dwellings of adobe on the hills and
in the rocks of the mountains and
lived in close quarters in
communities ranging from 20 to
30 people to hundreds. To feel
the spirit that was present in
these sacred places was soul
shaking indeed. It was also so very
clear once again that the
philosophy of the Europeans was
so very different and that as a
cultural movement not at all to be
trusted. The genocidal actions and
actions to annihilate a way of life
of “the People” were

My other very moving
experience was attending the
Sedona UU Fellowship service
which was held at the Sedona
Synagogue. What a beautiful
experience. The Minister,
Reverend Anthony Mtuaswa
Johnson, is an Elder, an AfricanAmerican
cis-gender
heterosexual male who uses the
gender pronouns he/him/his. He
was born a Baptist in the South
and raised as a Muslim in the
North and never accepting
either, became a Unitarian
Universalist in 2012. You can
read all about him on his
website. The service itself was
transformative. The space was
circular and smaller, so the
feeling of closeness and
community was profound. The
service began with amazing
music from a professional
musician, Robin Miller, friend of
the music director and Unitarian
soulmate. The minister then
spoke about what being a
Unitarian means and reviewed
our commitments to service and
t h e ea r t h . Th er e w er e
announcements about
community events and the
connectivity among fellowship
members was quite palpable.
Each person presented their
own joys and sorrows, Rev.
Johnson, right there and then,
garnered over $500 in pledges
for a common cause, the music
continued, collection was taken,
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prayers were said, the service
ended, and fellowship began in
the entry to the synagogue, no
coffee or food, just good
conversation. I spoke with Rev.
Johnson a bit. He asked “are you
all from “THE” Willian Ellery
Channing’s Church?” to which I
replied “yes indeed”
and
promised to se nd some
information and pictures of our
Church. Great morning!
In closing, as I think through my
experiences of the past three
weeks, I leave you with this
quote, “I live in a divinely-inspired
Universe. I have nothing to fear. I
trust myself and when I do so, I
trust in the very wisdom that
created me!” Wayne Dyer
Peace and best wishes,
Ginny

BYLAWS FORUM
Sunday, November 6
11:30am, in the Parish Hall
The Channing Board of Trustees
scheduled two discussion forums
to review and discuss the
proposed bylaws changes. The
second of these forums will be
Sunday, November 6.
Here are the links to two
documents for your review:
our current bylaws (http://
channingchurch.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/09/
CMC-Current-By-Laws.pdf )
and the task force’s proposed
bylaws
(http://
channingchurch.org/wpcontent/uploads/2022/09/
CMC-Proposed-Bylaws.pdf)
If you wish to compare these
two documents, you can:
• Print them out and compare the
two versions
Continued on page 7

SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY

CAREGIVING
UPDATE
Many thanks to our intrepid
caregiving coordinators for
October, Beth Milham and
Diane Bonds.
Many of our
Channing members and friends
have been coping with Covid,
chronic illnesses, or medical
treatments, and our volunteers
were kept busy throughout the
month.
Janet Cook continues to recover
at home after a neck injury
sustained in a fall some weeks
ago. She and Tom appreciate
the visits, calls, and supportive
messages they have received.
Anna Smith is also recovering
from a fall in which she injured
her wrist. She is in a cast but is
doing well and getting out and
about as always.
All of us connected with
Caregiving are very happy to
know that our co-leader JoAnn
Rosemont is doing well after a
recent heart procedure.
Welcome back to Kate
Dempsey, who recently
returned to Newport for a visit
and attended the Sunday service.
Please remember that the
Channing Caregiving team is
always available to offer support
to anyone who is feeling isolated
or needs a bit of cheer. If you
know of anyone who could use a
friendly phone call, a meal
offer ing, a ride to a n
appointment, or some other

assistance, we welcome hearing
from you.
The
N o v e m b e r
coordinators
are
Betsy
Leerssen
and Barbara Russell
-Willett. Please contact either
of these individuals, or
Caregiving co-leaders Sally
Hanchett and JoAnn Rosemont,
with any Caregiving news or
needs this month.
~Linda Beall,
for Channing Caregiving

NEW UU CLASS
A Conversation About UUism
and Channing Church
Want to know more
about
U n i t a r ia n
Universalism
and
w h a t
w e
believe? What is
involved in being a member of
the Channing Church
community?
Rev. Zelazny, and the
Membership Committee will
hold a discussion about the
heritage, tradition and beliefs of
Unitarian Universalism and
Channing Church. Participants
will meet other people like them
who are exploring this faith
tradition. There will be plenty of
time for Q & A
We will gather in the Library at
Channing House (the house to
the east of the church) on
Sunday, December 4 from 11:15
– 12:30. Pick up some coffee in
the Parish Hall and join Rev. Bill
for a conversation.
Contact the church office at
Office@Channingchurch.org
to reserve a place.
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FROM THE
LEARNING CENTER
It was great to see 35
participants in the
Parish
Hall
at
October's program on
Memory
and
Aging! Quite a few were friends
of Channing folks or visitors
from the larger community.
Several idea s are being
considered for programs for the
coming weeks, but we need to
confirm. A film-related program
and discussion - evening or
afternoon? A tour of the
splendid LaFarge-decorated
Congregational Church?
Watch the Weekly E-News for
late-breaking announcements!

COMMUNITY
MEAL
The Third Monday of the
Month, NEW TIME: 4:00pm,
Parish Hall
The Channing Community Meal
Team serves hot meals in person
in the Parish Hall. The time
changes to 4:00pm after daylight
savings time ends. Joan Dermody
provides a delicious hot dinner
with all the fixings for our guests.
Contact Meal Manager, Joy
B e n s o n ,
a t
communitymeal@channingc
hurch.org with any questions
or if you would like to help
out.

SOCIAL ACTION
SOCIAL ACTION
UPDATES
The
September
Channing Community
Fair was an inspiring
event! The Social
Action Team was gratified by
the response to our own
efforts, including our trial
survey of Social Action
priorities, motivated in no small
part by a drawing for an Equal
Exchange coffee basket.
(Congratulations to the winner,
Betsy Leerssen!) A printed
copy is included in this Catalyst.
The rest of the congregation
can soon participate
electronically, thanks to the
skills of John Burnham. And
we’ll offer another drawing!
As November looms,
most of us are consumed
by
the
mid-term
elections. Channing folk
have been active individually in
many ways, including writing
hundreds of Get-Out-the-Vote
letters and postcards. In
addition, a group of more than
20 of us sent off 500 of those
postcards to Georgia voters on
October 17. Thank you!
Share the Plate for
November/
December
will
support
RIPTA
access for residents at the
McKinney Shelter and Lucy’s
Hearth and clients of Turning
Around Ministries and the
Housing Hotline. Those
donations will be supplemented
by the always popular and
delicious Brunch for the Bus
which will take place after the
November 13 Sunday service.
It’s not to be missed!

As
the
holiday
approach, we look
f o r w a r d
t o
opportunities to give!
Both to our friends
and loved ones and to
our less fortunate neighbors.
Those opportunities will include
buying gifts for the Giving Tree,
to help hard-pressed families
have a nice Christmas, and filling
toiletry bags for the guests at
our community meal. The
regifting sale will again prove
that one person’s “no-longerneededs” are another’s treasure,
and will impress us with the
range of innovative socially
responsible products available
for sale.

MARGIT BAUM
FUND COMMITTEE
REPORT
The Margit Baum Fund
Committee evaluates
applications for programs,
projects, and requests that
provide support to those in
need in Newport.
Recent projects include
•

•

And once the elections are over
and the holidays behind us, many
of us will turn our attention to
legislative issues. The
reconstituted RI UU Legislative
Ministry is planning a late
November event intended to
help us get an early start, so
we’ll be as effective and
proactive as possible during the
General Assembly session. A
panel of four state legislators will
share their priorities for the
coming session, and help us
formulate our own priorities,
based on our UU values. It’s
planned for November 29 at 7
PM, on Zoom. Watch for more
information in the Friday email
announcements.
Beth Milham, for the Social
Action Committee
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•

The donation of underwear
to folks attending
Channing’s Community
Meal. This is an ongoing
project.
A donation to support a
special needs fund at Rogers
High School. This fund
helps ensure that all
students have access to
specialized school supplies
and programs, such as field
trips, that have a fee or cost.
The MBF donation
supplemented the churchwide Share the Plate
collection.
The awarding of three
$1000 scholarships to
Rogers High School seniors.
A heartfelt thank you was
received from one of the
recipients.

The Committee meets monthly
and welcomes suggestions of
donation ideas. Sally Hanchett,
Jo Freedman, Joy Benson, Susan
Booth, Maryellen Doherty and
Lissa Fernandez are current
committee members.
~Lissa Fernandez for the
Margit Baum Committee

SOCIAL ACTION
all we are expecting: $25-$50.
We are looking to raise $2500
as a team. (I will carry mail-in
contribution sheets for those
inclined to write a check instead.

ECO BITS & TIPS
The Politics of Climate
Change: Election Edition
Before I wade into the politics
of Climate Change, I want to
make a small pitch for Climate
Ride. Our family is committed
to do another weekend
fundraiser in late April of 2023
to benefit organizations doing
e d uc a ti on, a dv ocac y or
sustainable economic
development. From the Boston
Cyclist Union (BCU) to
Women in Recyclable Industry
a n d S u s ta i n a b l e E n e r g y
(WRISE), we chose to support
a mix of local, national and
indigenous organizations.
BCU educates legislators to
encourage and protect all
cyclists and promote E-bike
purchases through state tax
rebates. The national WRISE,
with a Boston Chapter,
maintains a job board in
addition to supporting
internships and training for
women and people of color to
become more fully involved in
the alternative energy fields.
We are The Islanders and are
participating in Green Fondo
Blue Ridge. Here is the link:
www.climateride.org and then
hit the donate button entering
me, Terry or Catherine
Gaspard by name or The
Islanders. Modest donations are

Are politics driving Climate
Change policies? Is there a
difference between Republican
and Democratic policies? Has
the scientific consensus on
Climate Change been firmly
established since the 1980s. If
you answered “yes” to all of the
previous questions, you are
correct. The recently passed
Inflation Reduction Act is this
country’s first passed legislation
primarily targeting Climate
Change. But it was not nearly so
divisive in the past.
Discussion of Climate Change
began in the 1970’s; while largely
theoretical, based on computer
models and analysis, it involved
both parties. Mitigation, or trying
to limit the damage human
caused Climate Change, while
strongly supported by
Democratic politicians and
administrations, had Republican
supporters including the late
John McCain: Taxing carbon, for
instance was a bi-partisan
proposal.
But, the Republican party, with
few exceptions, adopted a
multiprong offensive against
acknowledging Climate Change.
There is ample evidence
supporting the fossil fuel
industry’s role on minimizing and
covering up the developing truth
about negative climate change
impacts. However, there may be
new opportunity for
collaboration. But it must start
with acknowledging that we are
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pretty far down the road to an
unmitigated disaster. With Lake
Powell running dry and
Hurricane Ian rendering swaths
of Central and southwest
Florida uninhabitable - with an
estimated $27-$48 Billion in
total losses rivalling Andrew –
the effects are piling up.
Property insurers in storm
ravaged areas are abandoning
some markets as property
insurance rates skyrocket,
putting rebuilding “on hold.”

Areas of potential
collaboration:
• Support for expanding
newer technology nuclear
reactors and keeping
existing ones operating;
• Either expanding research
into workable Direct Air
Carbon Capture or crossing
that off of potential fixes list;
• Agree to tell the truth about
consequences and workable
Mitigation and Adaptation
strategies;
• Explore lesser-known
sustainable electrical
generation strategies
including tidal and river
(current) power along with
improved battery storage
systems on increasing scales;
• Support need for direct
action research on climate
cooling strategies including
aerosol use.
• Implementing harsher
community zoning
requirements along lowlying coastlines and not
subsidizing flood insurance.
~Craig Gaspard, for SAC

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Bylaws Discussion Forums
Continued:
• Pick

Newport Strings Project

Sunday, December 4th, 2-3:30pm, in the Sanctuary
The Newport String Quartet returns to historic Channing
Memorial Church with a program including Haydn’s sun-filled String
Quartet in C major op 20 no 2, alongside Aftab Darvishi’s moving
evocation of shadows and light Daughters of Sol. The concert will
also include Mieczlaw Weinberg’s atmospheric Aria and Capriccio
and String Quartet No 2 by forgotten Ukrainian composer Dmitri
Klebanov.
PROGRAM
FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN String Quartet op 20 no 2
AFTAB DARVISHI Daughters of Sol
MIECZSLAW WEINBERG Aria and Capriccio

DMITRI KLEBANOV String Quartet No. 4

The Newport String Quartet is the resident ensemble of The Newport
String Project, a chamber music performance and youth mentoring
initiative that aims to build a community that crosses boundaries of
generation, heritage, and economic circumstances through access to
inspiring musical experiences for all.
The project aims to strengthen the social and cultural fabric of the wider
Newport community by presenting a professional chamber music concert
series, featuring both classical and traditional music styles. Now in its
tenth season, the project focuses on growing the organization so that it
can support a long-term, professional chamber music residency that
builds authentic relationships between professional musicians and the
community at large.

Tickets can be purchased by visiting
www.newportstringproject.org
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up printed copies of both
documents on Sunday. They
will be available in the back
of the church Oct. 2-Nov. 6.
• If you are somewhat computer
savvy, email Michele in the
church office:
office@channingchurch.org .
She can send you the two
documents in WORD, with
instructions on how to
download them and compare
side by side on your
computer screen.

The Bylaws task force
drafted revisions with the
following guidelines and we
ask that you do the same:
Update the bylaws to
support strategic efforts
to sustain and grow the
church over time.
Clarify governing roles and
responsibilities consistent
with best management
practice as well as
Channing values and
principles.
Focus on stating governing
principles and ideals,
rather than policies and
procedures.
Simplify language.
We look forward to discussing
these proposed revisions with
you.
Bylaws Task Force:
Margaret Polski
Ginny Spaulding
Bill Zelazny
Julie Herrick
Mary Alice Smith

This Month at Channing!
November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

4

Chalice Circles
meet on Zoom
4-6pm & 7-9pm

6

Worship 10 amSanctuary
By Laws Forum after
Fellowship~PH

13

Worship 10 amSanctuary
NP Food Collection
Brunch for the Bus!
After Church in the
Parish Hall

7

14

Chalice Circles
meet on Zoom
4-6pm & 7-9pm
PFLAG
6:45pm-PH

Community Meal
4pm- Parish
Hall

27

10

11

12

Veterans' Day
Office Closed

15

16

Chalice Circles
meet on Zoom
4-6pm & 7-9pm

17

18

19

Board of Trustees
7:00pm-Zoom

Sobriety 1st
7pm-PH

Circle of Concerns
& Joys 9am-Zoom

24

25

26

Finance Comm.
7pm-Zoom

December
Catalyst Deadline!

Worship 10 amSanctuary

9

Sobriety 1st
7pm-PH

21

Annual
Thanksgiving
Potluck Dinner
4pm-PH

8

TLC
7pm-Zoom

20

Worship 10 amSanctuary

Sobriety 1st
7pm-PH

22

23

Happy
Thanksgiving!!

Sobriety 1st
7pm-PH

Worship Comm.
5:30pm~Zoom

28

Chalice Circles
meet on Zoom
4-6pm & 7-9pm

29

30

Chalice Circles
meet on Zoom
4-6pm & 7-9pm

Abbreviations: Sanctuary-S, Parish Hall-PH, Channing House-CH
Please contact the Church Office to schedule all activities & events—
846-0643 or e-mail us at office@channingchurch.org.
Church Office Hours: Tuesday,Thursday & Friday 10:00am-3:30pm
Closed Friday, November 11 in observance of Veterans' Day
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